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Children get ready to read long 

before they start school.

J
a
n

Parents and Caregivers Can Help



Every time you read, talk, rhyme and sing with a child, 

you are providing the early language experiences 

that lead to reading.



YOU Are Important
• YOU know your 
children best

• Children learn by 
doing.

• Children model parents’
behavior

• First five years set 
the stage



Early Talkers
Newborns to Two-Year-Olds

Talkers 

Pre-Readers 
Four- and Five-Year Olds

Talkers 
Two- and Three-Year Olds



Early literacy is what

children know about reading 
and writing before they and writing before they 

can actually read or write.



Peek-a-Boo

Peekaboo! Peekaboo
(Cover your face with hands)

I see you! I see you!
(Open hands to uncover face)

I see your button nose.I see your button nose.
(Point to your nose or child’s nose)

I see your tiny toes.
(Point to child’s feet)

I see you! Peekaboo!  
(Cover and uncover face with hands)



Six Skills To 
Get Ready to Read
• Print Motivation

• Vocabulary

• Print Awareness • Print Awareness 

• Narrative Skills

• Phonological Awareness

• Letter Knowledge





Reading to Learn
Grades 4 to Higher Education

Readers
and

Lifelong Learners

Building Early Literacy Skills
Starting from birth, READ to young children 

every day and make it fun!

Learning to Read
Grades K through 3

Developed by Youth Services Staff at the Cedar Mill Community 
Library



Phonics

Sounding out words

Understanding and learning 

from what you read.

Developed by Youth Services Staff at the Cedar Mill Public 
Library



Every Child Ready to Read 

@ your library
We learn as we have fun.We learn as we have fun.

We have fun as we learn.

Pass it on!


