
 

 

Problem Gambling Services Critical Program Updates – March 2014 
Program Manager’s Update from the desk of Greta Coe 
 

Last month, I had the opportunity to hold my first PGS All Provider meeting/webinar. I felt that it 
went very well, or as good and engaging as a webinar can be. We will continue to have these meetings 
and provide summary minutes on a quarterly basis. Future PGS All Provider meeting notifications will 
be sent soon by email.   
 

PGS is currently in the process of planning some new, exciting regional trainings/meetings that will 
occur this summer to increase engagement and networking between the state and providers. We are in 
the early planning process; however more information on these will be available in our next newsletter 
and through separate emails.   
 

Remember that March is Problem Gambling Awareness Month. This is the first year that this 
awareness campaign has been for the whole month. The campaign was previously held during the first 
week of March to coincide with March Madness, one of the most widely bet upon events in the U.S. 
Now, the campaign takes place during the entire month of March. The goal of this campaign is to 
educate the general public and health care professionals about the warning signs of problem gambling 
and raise awareness about the help that is available both statewide, and locally.  
 

Don’t miss out! The Western Regional Problem Gambling Conference is April 25-26 in Vancouver, 
WA. Information on the conference and scholarships can be found below within this newsletter. I hope 
to once again see many of you who I have known for years, and officially introduce myself to those of 
you that I have not yet had the opportunity to meet. I am looking forward to this conference and the 
networking.   
 

 
Prevention Updates –  
 

AMH is making progress on hiring a new Problem Gambling Prevention Coordinator. We had quite a 
few qualified and interesting applicants, and have conducted first interviews. We are now planning 
second interviews for Mid-March and are hoping to have a new hire by the first of May.  
 

Oregon Healthy Teen (OHT) problem gambling data has been cross tabulated with other risky youth 
behaviors on a statewide and county level. The data was sent to problem gambling prevention 
coordinators in late February. Please let us know if you did not receive, or would like a copy of the 
tables.   
.  

 
Treatment Updates - Simon Williams 
 

Meet and Greets: 
 

Site reviews will begin in or around May 2014, starting with those programs who’s State Letter of 
Approval will be expiring, or are overdue for a review. It is important and beneficial to continue with 
meet and greets preceding site reviews in order to begin engagement and relationship building. If you 
have not made contact with me, please do so, to set up a date and time to meet with me in person. These 
informal meet and greets are not to be mistaken for a site review. I have yet to conduct meetings with 
the following counties: Coos, Curry, Lake and Harney. 
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New Meeting/Networking Opportunity: 
 

Starting March 5, I will be facilitating a monthly, one-hour conference call specifically for problem 
gambling clinicians, clinical supervisors and program managers. The “Monthly PGS Treatment Contact” 
calls will occur on the first Wednesday of each month from 1:30 - 2:30 pm in March and April, and then 
the time and date may change depending on schedules. The purpose of the meeting is to connect PGS 
treatment providers, and to discuss topics that are of common interest to PG treatment. This is a great 
opportunity to ask questions of AMH and other providers about PGS practice -- what is, or is not 
working. - discover available resources, as well as upcoming trainings. A draft agenda and call in 
information have been sent by email. If you did not receive the email and are interested in this call, 
contact Patricia at patricia.alderson@state.or.us. Summary minutes of the call will be taken and 
distributed to providers by email upon the completion of each call. 
 

Research and DATA collections: 
 

You can only improve something if you’re measuring it. It is critical to the development, growth and 
survival of problem gambling services in Oregon that we all be a part of the research process which 
generates DATA (proof) of the realities. Data collection is important as it helps us to study and record 
information, make decisions about important issues, as well as to pass information on to others and 
evaluate outcomes. By having accurate information, it helps guide the direction of problem gambling 
services in Oregon. Please continue to be a part of ongoing research and data collection by completing 
contractual and non-contractual data required by state PG services. Please know that no amount of 
information is insignificant.  
 

Every beach begins with one grain of sand. Have a great month and I look forward to hearing from you soon. 

 

New Resource: 
 

NEW- Gamblers Anonymous (GA) telephone meeting 
 

After many years of hoping, GA is finally trying to get a telephone meeting off the ground. This is a 
huge moment. Other 12-step programs have phone meetings all day long; some even offer podcasts of 
meetings. It is an open meeting, but only GA members can speak and there have only been a few test 
meetings, so it might be rocky for a while. Please spread the word and use this as a resource for your 
clients.   
 

The importance of this program cannot be understated. Many people cannot make it to a GA meeting for 
various reasons; this will help provide access for them. 
 

http://www.trusteewebsite.com/index.php/html/main/telephone_wed_9pm.html 

Workforce Development/Training opportunities: 
Upcoming Events: 
 

Evergreen Council/Oregon Collaborative Conference on Problem Gambling 
April 23 - 26, 2014 
 

Vancouver, Washington 
Information on the conference is available at: http://www.evergreencpg.org/training/training-continuing-
education/workshop-conferences/focus-on-the-future/. For information on subsidies/scholarships 
available for the conference, email Shanna at Shanna.werdebaugh@state.or.us for an email with 
information.   



 
 

 
 
 

Preventing Disordered Gambling Among College Students (Webinar) 
Wednesday, March 19, 2014 
11 - 12:30 p.m. PST 
Presented by Dr. Clayton Neighbors, professor and director of the social psychology program in the 
department of psychology at the University of Houston. 
 

For more information and to register, visit: http://www.ncrg.org/public-education-and-
outreach/webinars/upcoming-sessions  
 
 

 

Problem Gambling Services staff 
Contact Title Phone Email 
Greta Coe Problem Gambling Services 

Manager 
503 945-6187 (desk) greta.l.coe@state.or.us  

Simon Williams Problem Gambling Treatment 
Specialist 

503 945-6555 simon.o.williams@state.or.us 
 
 

Patricia Alderson Administrative Support 503 945-9710  
 

patricia.alderson@state.or.us  

Nicole Corbin Addictions Manager 503 945-6722 Nicole.corbin@state.or.us  
Karen Wheeler Administrator 503 945-6191 karen.wheeler@state.or.us  
Helpline website: 1877mylimit.org  
OHA Problem Gambling Services website: oregon.gov/oha/amh/pages/gambling.aspx  
Prevention Coordinator’s website: www.problemgamblingprevention.org   
 

Staff changes? Please notify Patricia (above) ASAP so we can keep our records current. 


