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Good for Public Safety
Addiction Treatment and Recovery Services

Percent remaining arrest-free five years 
after treatment completion (for individuals 

ending service in 2002 and 2003) 
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An estimated 75 to 80 percent 
of adults who become involved 
in Oregon’s criminal justice 
system have substance use 
disorders (Arrestee Drug Abuse 
Monitoring, 2009). But local 
data show that people who 
complete treatment are much 
less likely to be arrested again. 

And addiction treatment saves 
money: Research shows us that 
every dollar invested in addiction 
treatment yields a cost offset of 
$5 to $10 in other publicly 
supported services. This includes 
foster care, self-sufficiency 
services, corrections and health 
care (SAMHSA, July 2009).
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For more information, visit 
www.oregon.gov/OHA/addiction

Contact the Addictions Program
at 503-945-5763 or by e-mail at 
omhas.web@state.or.us.

This document can be provided upon request in alternative formats for individuals with disabilities. Other formats 
may include (but are not limited to) large print, Braille, audio recordings, Web-based communications and other 
electronic formats. Call 503-945-5763 (voice) or 1-800-375-2863 (TTY) to arrange for the alternative format that 
will work best for you.

OHA 9527 (03.11)

Facts about addiction treatment
A study of long-term outcomes • 
for Oregonians accessing publicly 
funded treatment found that arrests 
declined 87 percent one year after 
participants entered treatment. 
(NPC Research, 2011) 

More than 70 percent (37,855) of • 
the individuals accessing addiction 
services in 2009 were referred by the 
juvenile or criminal justice system. 

A 2010 study of 24 Oregon • 
drug courts that looked at 5,655 
participants found a return of $2.41 
for each $1 invested in drug courts 
vs. associated criminal justice and 
child welfare costs. 

The cost of a drug crime conviction • 
is $13,723.  For the same amount, 
Oregon can treat almost six people 
in outpatient treatment. 

“Thank God for 
prison treatment 
programs, because 
that is where my 
recovery began 

12 years ago. My family never 
expected me to be anything more 
than an addict. Now they expect 
me to have all the answers. I don’t 
have all the answers, but, being 
sober, I know how to look for them.

Today I’m a leader in my 
community and the coordinator 
of a mentorship program at my 
church. And I tell my story to help 
show why we need more drug 
and alcohol programs in and out 
of prisons, more clean and sober 
housing, and more mentorship 
programs. I love recovery, and my 
family loves being in recovery.”

                            -Louise W.


