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WVGS ACTIVITIES—SALEM

July 10th, Thursday 11:30 am to 1:00 pm
WVGS Executive Committee Meeting.
Room 202 at Oregon State Library

July 12th, Saturday (10:00 am to 4:00 pm)

Willamette Valley Genealogical Society will meet in
the Oregon State Library Building, 250 Winter St.
NE. Metered, on-street parking in the vicinity is free
on Saturdays (and the underground Capitol Mall
Parking Structure is closed). Visitors are welcome
at all events! Use the Winter St. entrance—the
mall entrance is locked on Saturdays. Note—
Name tags must be worn for security reasons.
WVGS provides them for members and visitors
on our meeting day. Please stop for yours in
Room 103.

Schedule of Events

10:00am- 11:00 am General Membership
Meeting in Conference Room 103 (1st floor, op-
posite the elevator). A business meeting will be held
to conduct society business.

11:00 am- 11:15 am Social Time Room 102
Join us for refreshments as we set up for the pro-
gram.

11:15 am—12 noon Program

“Preserving you Family Treasures”

Family treasures are only treasures when they are
cared for. So how do you care for them? Where and
how are they stored? Are they organized? Does it
matter? What are the best practices for preserva-
tion? What supplies, if any, are needed?

Margaret Wynne Fox will share how she went
about making a cedar chest full of memorabilia and
old photo albums, organized and preserved for fu-
ture generations.

SALE TABLE JULY 12

Now is the time to add to your Family History
book collection. This Saturday books that have
been donated to WVGS, but the Oregon State Li-
brary cannot use will be available for your purchase
before they are donated to some other Society. All
purchase funds go into the book fund to be used to
purchase books for WVGS and OSL for use of our
members and the public.

Beginners’ Class

The Beginners’ Class usually conducted by
Joan Kaiser in Room 202 will not be held
again until September. Joan hopes to be
available in the afternoon to help folks with
their questions.

Save the date!
We are planning a garage sale Friday, August 15th
and Saturday, August 16th. We will need donations
and help on the 15th and 16th. 1st VP Carol Wolfe
is in charge and will be forming a committee to help
her. Donations are being accepted now. Please
think about donating items and helping out with
this fundraiser.
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Oregon State Library

Call the Genealogy Volunteer at the Reference Desk
by dialing the Volunteer phone number. Also patrons
can leave a message at that number and the next volun-
teer will call back. The greeting will also be updated
monthly with information about the upcoming meetings
and programs. The number is (503) 378-5708.

This newsletter is available on the internet through
our website at OSL in PDF format. In addition you can
look at earlier issues as well as the current one. Remem-
ber you can find WVGS at http://www.oregon.gov/
OSL/Pages/index.aspx, then clicking on Genealogy on
the right side of the screen. Also a research request form
is there, as well as information on our DNA Project . Al-
so on the website is a complete list of publications
available from WVGS and an order form.

Ancestry.com is available on all computers in the li-
brary, with 2 computers reserved specifically for genea-
logical research.

If you plan on going to the State Library, State
Archives, or City Library during the week, be sure you
have lots of quarters for parking. Parking is metered at
all the places and the staff does not make change. Be
prepared! On_street parking in the Capitol area is free

on Saturdays

Upcoming Programs— Tentative Schedule

July 12th—How to Preserve Your Family Treasures
August 9th— Publishing Your Genealogical Infor-
mation: A Different Approach

September 13-A Quilted Expression of Genealogy and
Family

October 11th— Historic Cemetery Month

NORPAC Label Redemption Program
This money-making program is just to cut out the UPC
code on FLAV-R-PAC, Santiam, and WESTPAC
products and turn them in to WVGS. We then (as a
nonprofit organization) mail them in once a year and re-
ceive 5 cents per label. Labels can be turned in at any
Saturday WVGS meeting, mailed to WVGS, or left at
the Reference Desk at OSL.

Saturday Volunteers

Our agreement with Oregon State Library states that
WVGS will provide Genealogy Volunteers whenever
the library is open. This includes the Saturday that
the Library is open for our meeting and to the public.
It is important that our members help out or the li-
brary cannot be open for genealogy research. The
following members have signed up to volunteer:

10 am—1 pm 1 pm—4 pm
July 12th Joan Kaiser Susan Niggli
August 9th Glen Abernathy  Joan Kaiser
September 13th John Cochran

MEMBERSHIP REPORT By Suzan Rempel
Membership for June 2014 was 19 Life Members,
66 single memberships, 9 family memberships (18
individuals), and 3 Historical/Genealogical Socie-
ties for a total of 106 members.

Welcome new member Evan White of
Salem!

WVGS Meeting 2014 Dates
January 11 May 10 September 13
February 8 June 14 October 11
March 8 July 12 November 8
April 12 August 9 December 13
WVGS Officers for 2014

Elected Officers
President: Elizabeth Tice
1st Vice-President (Program): Bonita Anderson &

Carol Wolfe
2nd Vice-President (Membership): Suzan Rempel
Recording Secretary: Barbara Foster
Corresponding Secretary: position open
Treasurer: Joan Kaiser
Appointed Positions

Newsletter Editor: Elizabeth Tice
Beaver Brief Editor: Sue Bell
Librarians: Jim Willhite and Susie Niggli
Periodical Librarian: Lorraine Busch
Volunteer Coordinator: Susie Niggli
Beginners’ Class: Joan Kaiser
Publicity: George Cropsey

Continued in column 2
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Willamette Valley Genealogical Society’s
DNA Project
WYVGS has a DNA Project for both men and women.
To join under WVGS:
1. Go to the State Library URL at: http://
oregon.gov/0OSL/GRES/genealogy.shtml
2. Click on Genealogy Research on the left.
3. Click on WVGS DNA Project.
4. Click on the Family Tree DNA icon in the mid-
dle of the page.
5. Scroll to the bottom of the next page and
complete the form.
6. Click CONTINUE to complete the next screen.
7. Be sure to click only once when you are done
S0 you order just one set.
You will receive a confirmation in your e-mail box
that your order was taken. Remember: Only men
can order the Y-DNA test, but both men and women
can order the mtDNA. NEW! Discover close relatives
and your ethnic percentages with Family Finder! Avail-
able to both males and females.
Family Finder uses autosomal DNA (inherited from both
the mother and father, four grandparents, eight great-
grandparents, etc.) to provide you a breakdown of your
ethnic percentages and connect you with relatives de-
scended from any of your ancestral lines within approxi-
mately the last 5 generations.
Questions?...
More information on Genetic Genealogy can be found at
the following website by linking to its various pages
(Click LEARN on the right side of the page):
www.familytreedna.com. If any of you have ques-
tions regarding DNA and which tests to order, please
e-mail Emily Aulicino at: aulicino@hevanet.com.
Emily is WVGS’ Project Administrator.
The DNA Project is open to anyone, not just WVGS
members. You are not charged until you send in
your test kit. You can do the DNA testing through
WVGS and submit it to other groups.

Need some extra help in understanding DNA testing?
See Family Tree DNA’s Learning Center Tutorial:
“Get the Most from Family Tree DNA's Learning Center.
Seven sections cover beginning to expert topics in per-
sonal ancestry and genealogy.”

https://www.familytreedna.com/learn/dna-basics/

WVGS Members in the News

Member Dorene Standish was in the news for
her work with the Brooks Historical Society and
French Prairie Heritage Rose Garden. The Garden
was dedicated on June 21 at the Antique Powerland
Museum in Brooks. Many of the roses were brought
to the area by pioneering families or have been
grown by local families for generations.

See the article and a picture of Dorene in the
Wednesday, June 11,th 2014 Statesman Journal at
StatesmandJournal.com

Member Susan Bell was recognized for her work
by the Willamette Heritage Center when she re-
ceived the David Duniway Historian Award at a
banquet at the Mill on June 21. Sue was recognized
for the many books and articles she had researched
and written on history and families of Marion Coun-
ty. She is currently Editor of our quarterly publica-
tion, Beaver Briefs. Sue says she does the re-
search and writing because she loves what she has
been doing for the past forty years! She does an
excellent job for us, with Sherrill Hochspeier’s help
(who also has authored WVGS books!). So Con-
gratulations, Sue, on a well-deserved award.

OSL New Volunteer

Bill Blitz is a new volunteer at the Ore-
gon State Library on Thursday after-
noons. Bill has practiced law in Ohio,
Washington and Oregon. He spent two
years in the Ukraine with the Peace Corps
for the Community Development Pro-
gram. He also is a volunteer at the Ore-
gon State Capitol.

I lost my interview notes (sorry, Bill),
but I know that he is researching his
great-grandfather Edward Blitz whose ali-
as was Emile Duvall. A mystery!

Bill says he’s amazed at the amount of
materials available at the Oregon State
Library. Come in and see him.

Continued in column 2
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WVGS Tote Bags

We are still selling tote bags. One side has
Willamette Valley Genealogical Society on it, the
other has a tree design. We have two sizes, light-
weight totes are $10, heavier canvas $15. It’s a bar-
gain! And a good gift that advertises our society.
They’ll be for sale at our next meeting. And thank
you Carol for doing this.

Summer Genealogy Fest
Pack your genealogy passport and plan to repack your
genealogical toolbox!
2 August 2014 Lane Community College, Center for
Meeting and Learning, 4000 East 30th Avenue, Eu-
gene, Oregon 97405
Featuring: Thomas W. Jones
Planning "Reasonably Exhaustive” Research
Can a Complex Research Problem be Solved Solely
Online? Debunking Misleading Records. Will Your Fam-
ily History Have Lasting Value?
Watch for the "Ask an Expert” session sign-ups at
check-in!
“Treasure” Tables, Vendor tables and Book Vendor
on-site!
Co-Hosts: Genealogical Council of Oregon (6CO) & Ore-
gon Association of Professional Genealogists (OR APG)
Watch for updates and follow us on:
http://www.facebook.com/orgco http://
www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~orgco2/

Willamette Heritage Center
Special Exhibition: Boys of Summer -
Mid-Valley Baseball, June 20 - August 14
Baseball has been called "America's Pastime," but what
is its story in the Mid-Willamette Valley?
Come explore the history of Mid-Valley baseball — from
its humble beginnings to the semi-pros, from the Sena-
tors to the Volcanoes, from Oregon State University to
the Oregon State Penitentiary. Learn about the shift from
a multiday game to our modern 9 innings, and discover
how controversial it was to have baseball games held on
the Sabbath.
Free with museum admission ($6 for adults)

WVGS LIBRARY REPORT FOR JULY 2014
NEWSLETTER
By Jim Willhite and Susan Niggli

PERIODICALS
Featured Periodicals
WVGS is each month bringing a few issues of OSL’s
Genealogical and Historical Periodicals from the stacks
for your review. OSL has a complete list by state. If you
find something of interest, check to see if the Library has
additional issues. We started with the “A’s”. For most of
the periodicals we have additional issues in the stacks, so
ask at the Reference Desk if you would like to see any of
the periodicals.
e German (Russia): Clues 1977-2001,2010-
¢ German (Russia): Heritage review / North Dakota
Historical Society of Germans from Russia 1988-
1989,1991-1992,1994-1995,2000-2001
e German (Russia): Journal of the American Historical
Society of Germans from Russia 1972-1973,
1976,1978,1980-1982,1983-2001
e German (Russia): Newsletter / American Historical
Society of Germans from Russia 1989,1994
e Great Britain: Debrett's peerage, baronetage,
knightage, and companionage 1951,1973/1974
e Great Britain, Publications of the Records Section /
Bristol and Gloucestershire Archaeological Society
v.1-3
e Great Britain: Wiltshire archaeological and natural
history magazine [ [Wiltshire Archaeological and
Natural History Society] v.6-42 scattered holdings
e lIrish: Gaelic gleanings 1981-1984
o lIrish: Irish at home and abroad 1993-1999
o Irish: North Irish roots 1984-1985
e Italian: POINTers [/ Pursuing Our Italian Names
Together 1993
e ltalian: POINTers. Annual directory : the American
journal of Italian genealogy / Pursuing Our Italian
Names Together 1993

Oregon State Library and WVGS have a large col-
lection of periodicals. The most recent issues are

published in the newsletter and kept in the Micro-
film Room. Past issues are in the stacks. If there is
a periodical from an area that you are researching.

Continued in column 2
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Come in and request a box or two of the periodi—

cals. You can sit and peruse them.

July 2014 Periodicals
List prepared by Lorraine Busch

e CA (Fresno), “The Jotted Line”, Fresno County
Genealogical Society, June 14

e CO, “Pinon Whispers”, South Eastern Colorado
Genealogical Society, V35 Nol, Spring 14

o IA (Des Moines), “Des Moines County Genealogi-
cal Society Newsletter”, V42 No2, Summer 14

o KS, “Kansas Review”, Kansas Council of
Genealogical Societies, V38 No4, May14

¢ KY, “Kentucky Explorer”, V29 No2, June 14

e IL (Henry) “Henry County Genie”, V30 Nol, 13
and V31 Nol, 14

e MO, “Missouri Times”, State Historical Society
of Missouri, V10 Nol, May 14

¢ MO, “Platte County Missouri Historical &
Genealogical Society Bulletin, V67 Nol, Jan-
Aprill4

¢ ND, “Red River Valley Genealogical Society
Newsletter”, July-Sept Oct-Dec 14

¢ OK (Pittsburg), “Tobucksy News”, Pittsburg
County Genealogical and Historical Society, V3
No2, May 14

¢ OR, “The Bulletin”, Genealogical Forum of Or-
egon, V63 No4, June 2014

e OR (Benton), Benton County Genealogical
Society, V29 No6, Junel4

¢ OR (Clackamas), “Clackamas Legacy”, Clack-
amas County Family History Society, V27 No2,
April-May-June 2014

¢ OR (Crook), “The Meadowlark”, Crook County
Historical Society, May 16, 14

¢  OR (Deschutes), “The Homesteader”, Deschutes
County Historical Society, V40 No6, June 14

¢ OR (Linn), “The Heritage Newsletter”, Linn
Genealogical Society, V28 No6, June 14

e OR (Sherman), “Sherman County: For the
Record, Sherman County Historical Society, V32
Nol, Spring 14

¢ OR (Tillamook), “Pioneer Bylines”, Tillamook
County Pioneer Association, May14

e PA, “The Heritage”, Northeast Pennsylvania
Genealogical Society, V23 No2, Summer 14

e WA, The Beacon”, Sno-Isle Genealogical Society,
June 14

o WA (Clark), “Clark County Genealogical Society
Newsletter”, V41 No9, June 14

¢ WA (Tacoma-Pierce), “The Researcher”, Tacoma
-Pierce County Genealogical Society, V45,
Summer 14

o “The New England Historical and Genealogical
Register”, V168 No670, April 14

PURCHASES AND DONATIONS
1) The following purchases and donated material to OSL
may not be immediately available. The books, CD’s and
microfilm have to be cataloged and put into the OSL sys-
tem before they are available for use.
2) Books, Tapes, & Videos from the WVGS collection
will be available for check out at the next meeting.
3) Books listed for Sale Table can be purchased by mem-
bers at any time from Susie, Liz, or Jim (when they are
available) or at a scheduled WVGS Book Sale.

SALE TABLE JULY 12
Now is the time to add to your Family History book col-
lection. This Saturday donated books OSL cannot use
will be available for your purchase before they are donat-
ed to some other Society. All purchase funds go into the
book fund to be used to purchase books for WVGS and
OSL for use of our members and the public.

DONATION TO OSL FROM CAROL CRANDALL

e Historical Memoranda of Ancient Dover, New
Hampshire.

e Membership Records of Seventh Day Baptists of
Central New York State 1797 — 1940°s

e  Membership Records of Seventh Day Baptist
Churches in Western New York and
Northwestern Pennsylvania 1800-1940’s

o First Alfred Seventh Day Baptist Church
Membership Records, Alfred, New York

e Genealogical Gleanings in England,
Volumes 1 & 2

Continued in column 2
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e Genealogical Abstracts from 18™ Century
Virginia Newspapers

e Genealogical dictionary of Maine and New
Hampshire, 1988 Edition

e The New York Genealogical & Biographical
Society CD’s, Disc 1,2,3 & 4

e The Early History of Southampton, L.I.,
New York with Genealogies

¢ Records of the Particular Court of Connecticut,
1639-1663

¢ Quaker Marriage Certificates Pasquotank,
Perquimans, Piney Woods, and Suttons Creek,
Monthly Meetings, North Carolina 1677-1800

e Marriages and Deaths from Steuben County,

New York Newspapers 1797-1868

¢ Cemetery Inscriptions Atchison County, Kansas

o The Early Marriages of Strafford County,
New Hampshire, 1630-1860, two Volumes

e New Hampshire Family Records, Volumes 1 & 11

e  Maine wills, 1640-1760. Compiled and edited
with notes by William M. Sargent

e The Handwriting of American Records for a
Period of 300 Years

DONATION TO OSL FROM NOELINE BRISKI
e Palmer Portrait - 1600-1990
Descendants of William Cazier and Pleasant
Drake, 1794-1988
e Memoirs -- By Mary Naillon Jacobs

DONATION TO OSL FROM JIM JOHNSON

e The Horse Trader and The Farmers Daughter,
Biographies of Francis Leroy Adair and Lucile
Sherry Rupe

DONATION TO SALE TABLE
FROM ANONYMOUS
e The Concise, Illustrated History of The Civil
War

DONATION FROM CAROL CRANDALL TO OTH-
ER SOCIETY OR SALE TABLE
e The Source, a Guidebook of American Genealogy
¢ 10,000 Vital Records of Central New York, 1813-
1850
e 10,000 Vital Records of Western New York, 1809-
1850

o 10,000 Vital Records of Eastern New York, 1777-

1834

Kentuckians in Ohio and Indiana

Kentucky Genealogical Research by George

Schweitzer

The Wiirttemberg Emigration Index, Vol. One

The Lives and Times of our English Ancestors

Pioneer Ohio Newspapers, 1793-1810:

Genealogical and Historical Abstracts

e The Handwriting of American Records for a
Period of 300 Years

e Early Settlers of New York State: Their
Ancestors and Descendants, Volumes 1 and 11

e The Original Scots Colonists of Early America,

1612-1783

Scotch Irish Pioneers in Ulster and America

Westchester Patriarchs: a Genealogical

Dictionary of Westchester County, New York,

Families Prior to 1755

¢ Some Connecticut Nutmeggers Who Migrated

SUGGESTED PURCHASES - DONATIONS WANT-
ED
Donors pay half and, WVGS's book fund pays the re-
maining half. Donations are tax deductible in accordance
with section 501(c)(3) of the US Tax Code. The books
go into our collection for use of our members, with do-
nor's getting first use. When the books are no longer be-
ing checked out they are donated to the Oregon State Li-
brary for use of the public.

Preserving Oregon African American Heritage
Preserving Oregon African American Historic Places is a
crowd-sourcing survey project that allows the general public to
contribute information online that pertains to existing structures

with any African American association in their histories and
cemeteries with African American burials. These places can be
buildings ANYWHERE in Oregon where African Americans
worked, sites where important events happened, or objects
created, installed, or inspired by African Americans. Our ulti-
mate goal is to create a multiple property document that identi-
fies sites for nomination to the national register of historic plac-
es.

Please share your information! If you know of any places
like this, please share your information! The information will be
added to the collection of the Oregon Black Pioneers and the
Oregon Historic Sites Database. Provide as much information
as you can, but it is OK to leave blanks if you do not know the
particular information requested. Go to
www.makeoregonhistory.org to submit online

Continued in column 2
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Special Collections

Oregon State Library’s Special Collections houses man-
uscripts, photographs, older Oregon documents, Ore-
gon maps, and books and periodicals on humerous Ore-
gon-related topics. Many items in the collection are rare
or fragile and require special handling or protection due
to their value or condition.

The materials in Special Collections are non-circulating
and special restrictions apply to their use. Requests to
use specific items from Special Collections may be
made at the Reference Desk on the second floor, or by
contacting Dave Hegeman

at dave.b.hegeman@state.or.us 24 hours advance no-
tice is needed to retrieve some materials from the col-
lection.

Materials included in Special Collections
e Census materials
e Eugenics materials
e Facsimiles
e Book of Kells
e Great Domesday Book
e Gutenberg Bible
o Historic maps of Oregon, Metzger Maps, City
Directories
e Manuscripts
e Oregon Documents Depository for first copies,
ca. 1860-1979
e Photograph Collections
e Family and individual photograph collections
from Asahel Bush family, Joe Bernardi fami-
ly, Charles Murphy, Regina West, and oth-
ers, late 19th to mid 20th centuries
e Oregon Governor s Portraits
e Siegmund Brothers Collection of Santiam
Canyon area photos, ca. 1880s
e Trover/Cronise Collection of portraits and
scenes of general interest, ca. 1900-1950
e Views Collection of local and statewide pho-
tos from various photographers
e WPA Series 4 photos from Oregon counties
e WPA Historical Records Survey, Oregon,
1936-1942, Series 1-22

The Photograph Collection can be found at
http://photos.lib.state.or.us/

THE OREGON TERRITORY AND ITS PIONEERS

Willamette Heritage Center awarded its 2014
Heritage Education Award to Stephenie Flora.
If you are interested in early Oregon history and
pioneers, you should visit her website at
http://www.oregonpioneers.com/
ortrail.htm

Her introduction says:

“Welcome to Oregon! This site was started in 1989 and
is an ongoing project that focuses on the pioneers of the
Oregon Territory up to and including 1855. | welcome
any additional information you may want to contribute
on an ancestor and will list as a researcher anyone inter-
ested in a particular family.

As you will note, the page is broken down into 4 sec-
tions. The first section is called THE SETTLING OF ORE-
GON. This section contains the history and background
of the Oregon Territory The second section, THE JOUR-
NEY, contains information on preparing for the journey
and information on the trail. The third section contains
EMIGRANT LISTS and is a compilation of information
[including pioneer lists by year of emigration] extracted
from a variety of sources. The fourth section is devoted
to RESEARCHING THE PIONEERS and provides links to
research and historic sites that may be of interest.

If you have a pioneer ancestor that came to the Ore-
gon Territory prior to Feb 14, 1859, you might want to
consider joining Sons and Daughters of Oregon Pioneers.
It is one way of helping to preserve the Oregon Territo-
ry's pioneer history. To learn more about the trails west
and to help with their preservation, visit the Oregon Cali-
fornia Trail Association website.”

The Oregon California Trail Association is dedicated to
the preservation and protection of overland emigrant
trails and the emigrant experience. Their web page has
Learn, Connect, Preserve. Learn, for example, has a Vir-
tual Trail, People & Stories, Trail Facts, Learning Re-
sources and Opportunities.

http://www.octa-trails.org/

Continued in column 2
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Cemeteries
Find A Grave is a wonderful free website in which vol-
unteers are surveying cemeteries and posting infor-
mation. Sometimes the cemetery site has additional in-
formation however. Such as:

e Alta Vista Cemetery, Gainesville, Georgia
The city of Gainesville, in northeastern Georgia, is
the county seat of Hall County. The city has made
the burial database for Alta Vista Cemetery available
on its website. Alta Vista Cemetery was established
in 1872 but, since graves from other cemeteries
were moved to Alta Vista when it opened, the data-
base includes individuals who died as early as 1828.
The search fields are last name, first name, date in-
terred, and section and lot, as well as AKA ("Also
Known As" -- usually the deceased's nickname). The
search results are title, first name, middle, last name,
AKA, Jr/Sr, date of birth, data of death, interred
(date), complete grave location, funeral home, and
place of death.

¢ Fairview Cemetery, Phillipsburg, Kansas
The city of Phillipsburg, in northwestern Kansas, is
the county seat of Phillips County. The city has made
the burial database for Fairview Cemetery available
on its website. The database may be searched by last
name (required) and first name. Search results in-
clude full name, age at death, date of birth, date of
death, place of birth, last known residence, date bur-
ied, and complete grave information.

e Mount Auburn Cemetery, Topeka, Kansas
The city of Topeka, in northeastern Kansas, is the
state capital and the county seat of Shawnee Coun-
ty. The Topeka & Shawnee County Public Library has
made the Mount Auburn Cemetery Files available on
its website. Click the Mount Auburn Cemetery Files
link to download an Excel spreadsheet of burials be-
ginning in 1888. The data fields are last name, first
name, middle name, maiden name, date of birth,
date of death, miscellaneous information, complete
grave location, and notes.

National Personnel Records Fire 1973

One of the big losses to genealogists and to many oth-
ers occurred on July 12, 1973, when a fire destroyed
many records at the National Personnel Records Center
in Overland, Missouri, a suburb of St. Louis. The records
storage facility was operated by the National Archives
and Records Administration and housed military service
records. The fire destroyed approximately 16 to 18 mil-
lion official military personnel records. While that is a
staggering number of records, it still represents only
about one-third of its 52 million official military personnel
files.

For any genealogist looking for an ancestor’s person-
nel record, this was a great loss. While millions of records
were destroyed that day, not all of them went up in
flames. In fact, many of the records did survive and are
available today. No indexes had been created prior to the
fire. In addition, millions of documents had been lent to
the Department of Veterans Affairs before the fire oc-
curred. Therefore, a complete listing of the records that
were lost is not available.

The National Archives reports the following losses:

e 80% loss to records of U.S. Army personnel dis-
charged November 1, 1912, to January 1, 1960

e 75% loss to records of U.S. Air Force personnel dis-
charged September 25, 1947, to January 1, 1964,
with names alphabetically after Hubbard, James E..

e The records of Air Force personnel with names occur-
ring earlier in the alphabet survived.

e Some U.S. Army Reserve personnel who performed
their initial active duty for training in the late 1950s
but who received final discharge as late as 1964.

e There were no losses to the records of Navy and Ma-
rine Corps military records.

You can read more about the fire and the records
that were lost at http://www.archives.gov/st-louis/
military-personnel/fire-1973.html.

In May 2011, the National Personnel Records Center
completed construction of a new facility, located at 1 Ar-
chives Drive, St. Louis, Missouri. Surviving records have
been moved to the new building that is equipped with
the latest fire prevention technology.

While many records were indeed destroyed by fire,
you should realize that not all of them went up in flames.
Study the list of available records carefully. You may be
surprised to find that the record you seek is still available.

By Dick Eastman

Continued in column 2
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Mailing Address:
Willamette Valley Genealogical Society

P. O. Box 2083
Salem, OR 97308-2083
Email: willvgs@yahoo.com
For more information:
WVGS Web Site Address:
http://oregon.gove/OSL/GRES/genealogy.shtml

The Willamette Valley Genealogical Society was
organized in December 1968, to create and foster the
study of family history, to aid in the publication of local his-
tory, and to aid in the establishment of materials in local
genealogical library collections. It is an Oregon Non-Profit
corporation, and was determined by IRS to be a 501 (c) (3)
organization. Your donations may be federal tax-
deductible.

Membership Application

e Members will receive a monthly newsletter informing them of programs, activities, and genealogical news.
e Members receive online access to Beaver Briefs, a quarterly bulletin featuring Marion County genealogy

and history.

e Members benefit from research assistance, monthly programs, and access to WVGS'’s books, periodicals and CDs.

e Help for beginners at the Beginner’s classes.

WVGS MEMBERSHIP FORM Please M if this is a DNEW or DRENEWAL membership

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone email:

/ Amount enclosed -

other (please identify)

for Annual Dues ($25 individual or $30 family membership), includes Beaver Briefs on-line
for postage to receive copies of Beaver Briefs in the mail ($6.50)

for one-time payment for Life Membership 1 Under age 70 ($250) O Age 70 or Over ($200)

~

/DDDD\/&Wmmﬂ9

TOTAL ENCLOSED /
Additional Donations \ /
e See our website for information on Life Member-
ship or pick up a Life Membership form from an
Patron S100 Ofﬁller. pieiup P

Sustainer $250 e Pro-rated Amounts for new members who join
Benefactor 5500 after March 31st:

SINGLE FAMILY
Corporate/Trust 51,000 Apr-Jun: $18.75 Apr-Jun: $22.50

Jul-Sept: $12.50 Jul-Sept: $15.00

SIGNATURE

K Oct-Dec: $6.25 Oct-Dec: $7.50 /

Date
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NAME-ADDRESS-PHONE SUN MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT

Woodburn LDS Family History Center

1000 Country Club Rd. [back- ring bell] CLOSED 9 am— CLOSED 5pm - CLOSED 12 pm-

Woodburn, OR 97071 / 503-981-4731 1pm 9 pm 5pm

Salem East LDS Family History Center

862 45th Ave NE CLOSED 9 am— 2pm— | CLOSED| 9am— | CLOSED

Salem, OR 97301 / 503-371-0453 4 pm 9 pm 2 pm

Salem LDS Family History Center 4pm— | CLOSED 9am— By 9am— | CLOSED | 9 am-

4550 Lone Oak Rd SE 7pm 9pm Apptmt 9pm 12 noon

Salem, OR 97302 / 503-378-0383 ext 7

Oregon State Library

250 Winter St NE CLOSED Genealogy/Reference Room, 2nd Floor July 12th

Salem, OR 97301-3950 / 503-378-5013 10 am—>5 pm (CLOSED State Holidays) ONLY

10 am—4 pm

Oregon State Archives

800 Summer St NE CLOSED 8 am—12 am and 1 pm—4:45 pm CLOSED

Salem, OR 97310/ 503-373-0701 (CLOSED _State Holidays)

Salem Public Library Open

585 Liberty St SE 1pm-5pm CLOSED 10 am—9 pm 10 am—6 pm

Salem, OR 97301 / 503-588-6052 Sept-May (CLOSED City Holidays)

Marion County Historical Society

1313 Mill St SE CLOSED CLOSED 12 pm—4 pm By appt.

Salem, OR 97301/ 503-364-2128
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