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B.B. CIRT Public Report  

Date May 16, 2019 

Date of Initial 

Report 

May 16, 2019 

Purpose Statement Critical incident reports are used as tools for Department actions 

when the Department becomes aware of a critical incident resulting 

in a child fatality that was likely the result of abuse and the child, 

child’s sibling or another child living in the household with the child 

has had contact with the Department (DHS).  The reviews are called 

by the Department Director to quickly analyze DHS actions in relation 

to the critical incident and to ensure the safety and well-being of all 

children within the custody of DHS or during a child protective services 

assessment.  The CIRT recommends which actions should be 

implemented and which individuals should be responsible for 

evaluating the implementation. Reports must not contain any 

confidential information or records that may not be disclosed to 

members of the public.  Versions of all final reports are posted on the 

DHS’ website. 

Executive 

Summary 

On 3.18.19 the Department was notified the child, B.B., had been 

killed in an automobile accident. The mother was driving the vehicle 

and believed to be intoxicated at the time.   

 

On 3.22.19 the Department Director declared a CIRT be convened to 

examine the Department’s practice and service delivery to B.B. and 

the child’s family.  This is a mandatory CIRT as B.B.’s death was 

determined likely the result of abuse and there was an open CPS 

assessment at the time of the critical incident. 

 

There is limited Department history with this family and no prior 

founded reports. 
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Summary of 

Critical Incident 

The Department received a report on 3.18.19 regarding the death of 

B.B. According to the report, the mother drove through a stop sign 

and across a busy highway at 60 mph early the morning of 3.16.19. 

The car collided with another vehicle and B.B., age 13, was killed. The 

mother was believed to have been intoxicated at the time of the 

accident. The child’s sibling was not in the car. The report was 

assigned for CPS assessment. 

 

Information gathered revealed the mother and B.B. had been at a 

relative’s home for a gathering the night of 3.15.19. The mother 

consumed alcoholic beverages throughout the evening, going to 

bed at approximately 2:00am in the early morning of 3.16.19. The 

mother woke in around 8:00am and with B.B. attempted to drive 

home around 8:30 a.m., when the accident occurred. 

 

The mother has been charged criminally in relation to B.B.’s death. 

 

Evaluation of 

Department 

Actions 

No systemic issues were identified.  The team noted thorough work 

and decision making in both the CPS assessment pending at the time 

of the critical incident as well as the assessment following the fatality.  

Recommendations 

for improvements 

and associated 

tasks  

Not Applicable 

Methods of 

evaluating 

expected 

outcomes 

Not Applicable 

 


