Oregon DHS: Aging and People with Disabilities

Adult Foster Home Provider Alert

Policy updates, rule clarifications and announcements

Date: June 6, 2017
Topic: Solar Eclipse: Potential Community Impact

To: APD (Older Adults and Adults with Physical Disabilities)

Oregon Office of Emergency Management (OEM) is working with Travel Oregon and a
host of other agencies to help ensure that thousands of Oregonians and visitors to our
state have a positive and enjoyable experience during the total solar eclipse on August 21,
2017. Given that this is the first solar eclipse in 38 years to cross the United States, it is
estimated that Oregon will have somewhere between five hundred thousand and one
million visitors for this event.

The Safety, Oversight and Quality (SOQ) Unit would like facilities to be aware of the
significant impact this event may have for facilities in general, and especially those in the
path of the eclipse.

Below are recommendations that we have received from OEM for facilities to consider:

e Prepare for a big jump in crowds. Grocery stores, gas stations, hotels, restaurants,
transportation services, coffee shops, retail stores, urgent care clinics and many other
establishments will experience an increase in business. As a result, stores may sell out
of items. OEM is recommending that facilities have at least a week’s worth of food
available.

e Encourage employees to have a full tank of gas prior to the time visitors begin to
arrive in the area. Lines for fuel may occur, and you’ll want staff to be able to get to
work.

e Be prepared for cell phone service overloads; there may be service disruptions due
to the increase in visitors using networks.
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http://www.traveloregon.com/eclipse
http://cs.astronomy.com/asy/b/astronomy/archive/2014/08/05/25-facts-you-should-know-about-the-august-21-2017-total-solar-eclipse.aspx

e Talk to suppliers. Some suppliers may be considering delivery schedule changes due
to the event(s). Suppliers may also be looking at how the increased traffic on rural
roads may impact delivery times.

e If you are in the path of the eclipse, talk with your local emergency management
services to find out if there are any specific concerns for your area.

For residents who want to view the solar eclipse:

e (et to a viewing spot early, and do not trespass on private property.
e Wear appropriate solar eclipse glasses.

Additional resources:

« Travel Oregon Eclipse web page

« Viewing safety

« Two Weeks Ready personal preparedness

« Oregon Hazards Reporter

« Oregon Geologic Hazards Viewer

« Keep Oregon Green fire prevention

« Eastern Oregon Visitor Association

« Oregon Museum of Science and Industry

« Eclipse Safety for the Fire Service--State Fire Marshal's Office

« Oregon Eclipse Weather--National Weather Service Portland Office
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http://traveloregon.com/trip-ideas/oregon-stories/eclipse/
https://eclipse2017.nasa.gov/safety
http://www.oregon.gov/OEM/hazardsprep/Pages/2-Weeks-Ready.aspx
http://oe.oregonexplorer.info/hazards/HazardsReporter/
http://www.oregongeology.org/hazvu/
http://keeporegongreen.org/
http://www.visiteasternoregon.com/
http://www.omsi.edu/
http://www.oregon.gov/osp/sfm/Pages/eclipse.aspx
http://w2.weather.gov/pqr/eclipse

