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Oregon DHS: Aging and People with Disabilities 

Adult Foster Home Provider Alert 

Policy updates, rule clarifications and announcements 

Date: May 31, 2018 

To: APD Adult Foster Home Providers 

From: 

Topic: 

Safety, Oversight and Quality Unit 

Water Emergency  IMPORTANT UPDATE 

 

Governor Brown has declared a state of emergency. For more information, see  
http://www.oregonlive.com/health/index.ssf/2018/05/gov_kate_brown_declares_
state.html 
 
CYANOTOXINS PRESENT IN DRINKING WATER DO NOT DRINK THE TAP 
WATER -- MAY 29, 2018 INFANTS, YOUNG CHILDREN AND OTHER 
VULNERABLE INDIVIDUALS, INCLUDING OLDER ADULTS.   
 
Applies to City of Salem, City of Turner, Suburban East Salem Water District, 
and Orchard Heights Water Association  
 
WHY IS THERE AN ADVISORY? Low levels of cylindrospermopsin and 
microcystin (cyanotoxins) have been found in treated drinking water. These 
toxins are created by algal blooms in the source of City of Salem drinking water, 
Detroit Reservoir. To ensure the greatest quality of drinking water, City of 
Salem voluntarily samples for such toxins during algal events. Samples were 
collected on May 23, 2018 and May 25, 2018. Results confirmed the presence 
of cyanotoxins in the drinking water at levels above the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency's Cyanotoxins National Drinking Water Health Advisories.  
 

Older adults, children under the age of six, people with compromised 

immune systems, people receiving dialysis treatment, people with pre-
existing liver conditions, pets, pregnant women or nursing mothers, or 
other sensitive populations should follow this advisory. At this time, people 
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who are not on this list may continue to drink the water unless additional 
messaging is received. The City of Salem will post an updated advisory when:  

 The Cyanotoxin levels are less than or equal to the national drinking water 
Health Advisories; 

 The Do Not Drink Advisory is lifted; and/or 

 If there are any changes to the conditions of this Do Not Drink Advisory.  
 
Updates will be provided Thursday, May 31, 2018 via the City of Salem web 
page, CityofSalem.net; City of Salem Alert System; local media; City of Salem 
social media. Residents can sign up on CityofSalem.net to receive emergency 
alerts from the City. 
 
For more information please visit CityofSalem.net or call 503-588-6333. Please 
share this information with all the other people who drink this water, especially 
those who may not have received this notice directly (for example, people in 
apartments, schools and businesses, nursing homes and other long-term care 
settings including adult foster homes, schools and businesses). You can do 
this by posting this notice in a public place or distributing copies by hand. 
 
Providers should ensure they have plenty of bottled water on hand for 
residents until this advisory has been lifted. Providers should also use 
bottled water for any wound care until restrictions have been lifted.  
  
OAR 411-050-0650(w)(iv) requires Adult Foster Home Providers to have a 
minimum of three days of water supply (ideally more). It states, “Emergency 
supplies, consistent with the community standards (as indicated at: 
www.redcross.org/prepare/location/home-family) must be kept current and 
readily available in the home.” 
 
EPA Frequently Asked Questions link: 
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2016-
11/documents/harmful_algal_blooms_and_cyanotoxins_frequently_asked_ques
tions.pdf 

 
If you have questions, please contact your local licensing authority. 
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