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FROM: Safety, Oversight and Quality 

 

RE: Prescription medication packaging: clarification of the Department’s 

position 

 

AFH Provider Alert: 

 

The Department continues to receive questions concerning the new requirements for 

prescription medication packaging. We are offering this additional clarification of the 

new law. ORS 443.438 and OAR 411-050-0655(7)(i) require providers ensure all 

prescription medications are packaged and dispensed in a manner that reduces errors in 

tracking and administration. 

 

This means: 

 

• Adult Foster Homes (AFH) should have the primary goal of dispensing all 

prescription medications in unit dose systems, blister packs or similar packaging.  

 

• Prescription medications include over-the-counter medications (e.g., vitamins, 

aspirin, etc.) if prescribed by a physician. 

 

• The Department recognizes not all prescription medications can reasonably be 

packaged in unit doses.  

o Examples of instances in which unit dose packaging may not be reasonable 

include:   

▪ Medication is in the form of liquid, syrup, cream, and/or ointment. 

▪ Pharmacy does not offer unit dose packaging services. 

▪ Unit dose packaging would result in significantly higher cost to the 

resident or AFH. 
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• If unit dose packaging cannot be reasonably achieved, the AFH must have a 

comprehensive written policy describing how all prescription drugs that are not 

prepared as unit doses shall be safely dispensed and tracked by the AFH.  

 

• These safe medication administration policies mentioned above should address how 

the AFH will safely administer each individual medication type (e.g., pills, creams, 

etc.) and should specifically describe the process by which AFH staff will: 

1.  Measure and track use of any medication that is not administered through a 

unit dose system, including liquids, syrups, creams, and ointments. 

2. Prevent cross-contamination. 

 

• The Department recognizes it may be difficult for AFHs to obtain unit dose 

packaging for liquids, syrups, creams and ointments.  Likewise, it may be challenging 

for facilities to precisely measure the amount of these medications being applied as 

well as the amount of medication remaining in a container. 

 

o In such a case, the AFH is expected to develop a policy to ensure that liquid, 

syrup, cream and ointment medication will be consistently dispensed using the 

required amounts as ordered by the physician. Staff dispensing these medications 

must then be trained to follow the policy consistently. 

 

We recognize this may be a change in process and procedure for some AFHs, and we are 

happy to answer questions and provide guidance to AFHs to ensure compliance with the 

new requirements. 

 

For questions please email us at APD.AFHTeam@state.or.us 
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