
   

 

 

 

Developmental Disabilities/ 

Mental Health Committee 
March 25, 2015  

Members present: Marilyn Schuster, Rachel Simpson, Kelsey 

Weigel  

Members absent: Carol Conlon, Sally Cumberworth, Trisha 

Jordan, Patricia Lawrence, Cynthia Owens, 
Mike Parr, Becky Smallwood, Noel Suarez, 

Mason Windhorn, Joy’e Willman 

Others present: Emily Braman, Nathan Deeks, Carol Loop (via 

phone), Glenna Hayes, Stephanie Utzman (via 

phone), Marie Wilson 

Commissioners 

present: 

Mark King, Joseph Lowe -acting Chair(via 

phone) 

Staff present: Suzanne Huffman, Ron McGhee, Joan Medlen, 
Kelly Rosenau, Lindsay Vanderworker  

Meeting Called to Order 
Joseph Lowe, acting Chair attended via phone. Joseph asked Lindsay 

Vanderworker, Developmental Disabilities and Mental Health 

Coordinator, to direct the meeting.  Lindsay called the meeting to order 

at 1:05 p.m.  

 

Introductions 
Attendees introduced themselves.  

 

Agenda 
Discussed the agenda topics. 

 

Approval of Minutes  
The February 25, 2015 minutes were reviewed and not approved due to 
lack of enough members for a quorum.       

 

Resignations and Interest Forms 
Lindsay Vanderworker, announced two resignations and two Interest 

Form applicants: 

• Trish Jordan, State Plan Personal Care, Mental Health, resigned. 
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• Mike Parr, Office of Developmental Disabilities Services, resigned.  

 

The two applicants were Emily Braman and Nathan Deeks: 

 
Emily Braman, summarized why she would like to serve on the 

Committee: 

• She has one child with a Developmental Disability and one with a 

Mental Health diagnosis.  

• She employs Personal Support Workers (PSWs) for her child. 
• She can represent parents that have been thrust into a new role as 

employers of PSWs and educate them on their roles and 

responsibilities. 

• She can be the parent voice, especially that of parents with 

children under the age of 18. 
• She is the FACT Family Network, Program Coordinator for 

Columbia, Clatsop, Tillamook and Lincoln Counties. 

 

Nathan Deeks, summarized why he would like to serve on the 

Committee: 
• He currently works as a Policy Analyst with the Office of 

Developmental Disabilities Services (ODDS). 

• He would like to represent the ODDS office on the DD/MH 

Committee. 
• He can offer a program perspective. 

• His experience from working as a Personal Agent and Lead Personal 

Agent for a Brokerage could be a benefit to the committee. 

 

The committee requested that the applicants be reported to the Oregon 
Home Care Commission. 

 

PSW Workers’ Compensation Report  

Kelly Rosenau, Workers’ Compensation Coordinator, gave the Workers’ 
Compensation Quarterly Claim Report for Period: 10/01/2014- 

12/31/2014 for Personal Support Workers (PSWs)highlighted points 

were: 

• 15 was the average number of injuries claims that were submitted 

to SAIF. 
• 42 was the average age of injured workers. 

• 11 was the Fiscal year to date of PSWs that fall/slip or trip, making 

it the most common injury for the third year. 
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Registry  

Ron McGhee, Registry Coordinator, reported on PSW information on  
the Registry:  

• After the postcard that was discussed in the last meeting was sent 

out: 

o 140- PSWs were available for referral at the highest point. 

• 107- PSW is currently available for referral. 
• An additional postcard was sent to informing PSW that they can go 

into to the Registry to register and or cancel upcoming trainings.  

 

STEPS Presentation  

Suzanne Huffman, STEPS Coordinator, gave the group presentation for 

STEPS.  

• The presentation is used in small groups of employers.  
• The presentation covers:  

o basic concepts about being the employer of Personal Support 

Workers;  

o how STEPS works and how to get started receiving individual 

services through the program. 
• Future options include additional “Take and Make” workshops to 

develop tools such as PSW Employee Handbook materials 

• Committee members were encouraged to share suggestions.   

  

Adjournment 
Lindsay Vanderworker adjourned the meeting at 2:03 p.m. 

 

Handouts  

♦ Agenda 
♦ Meeting minutes, DD/MH Committee, February 25, 2015. 

♦ Workers' Compensation Report - Personal Support Workers 

     Quarterly Claim Report for Period: 10/01/2014 - 12/31/2014 

♦ STEPS Group Presentation for the field.  

 
 


