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Key:

Original Entry: Unchanged from 1996 document

Deleted Entry: Either no longer relevant, now a common term or readily defined elsewhere
New or Modified Entry: A term added since 1996 or edited from its original definition
Acronyms and Glossary of Terms
(Adapted from: http://www.oregon.gov/DAS/EISPD/GEO/ogic/ogicplan.shtml#gloss)
Accuracy (absolute): A measure of the location of individual features on a map when compared to their true position on the face of the earth. 

Accuracy (relative): A measure of the location of individual features on a map when compared to other features on the same map. 
Attribute: Characteristic of features. 
Base data layer: Base data layers are a set of information that provide a background orientation for another layer of primary focus. Examples would be roads, streams, and other data typically found on US Geological Survey maps.
CD-ROM: Compact disks similar to what the recording industry uses. Store 650 megabytes on each disk. Cannot be written to, only read from. Much less costly than hard disks for bulk data storage and distribution.
Compatibility: The ability to transfer and use data among many systems.
Custodial Steward: Agency or organization that is the source of part or all of a Framework element.  Custodial stewards are responsible for tasks relating to maintaining and documenting source data and providing it to a horizontal steward for quality control and, if appropriate, statewide integration. 

Custodian: Agency charged with creating, coordinating, or maintaining a data layer.
Data Administrator: The Data Administrator carries out the directives of an agency GIS plan, assists programs with internal data administration, performs coordination functions in cooperation with the Service Center, and is the main technical advisor to the agency.
Data administration: Organizing, standardizing, and documenting data to increase the ability to easily share it among different users.
Data element dictionary: A description of what information is contained in a data layer, what the format is, and other documentation.
Distributed network: Although linked together, computers function autonomously. This yields more speed and flexibility than a shared, single computer.
Digitizing: Transferring data from a map or photograph into a computer.
Element: A single Framework dataset, consisting of features and attributes.  
Elevation/bathymetric modelling: A three-dimensional model of the earth above and below sea level, stored within a computer.
Feature:  Abstraction (point, line or polygon) of a real world phenomenon (such as a domestic well, a road centerline, or a county boundary) that is stored in a spatially enabled database. 
FIT: Framework Implementation Team, composed of the Leads of the individual FIT Groups as well as the Chair. Responsible for guiding Framework Stewardship.
FIT Group: A group of individuals concerned with development and stewardship of one of the Oregon defined GIS framework themes. There are currently 14 Oregon FIT Groups
FIT Lead: Leader of a FIT Group. A voluntary position governed by the FIT Charter.
Framework: In Oregon, Framework includes over 300 datasets organized in 14 themes and a reference category.  A subset of these will be incorporated into the NSDI and accessed through the National Map. 

Framework Coordinator: Position responsible for guiding and assisting FIT groups in meeting their stewardship responsibilities and providing overall coordination and tracking of the steward network.   

Framework Data: Spatial data developed, updated and maintained by one organization and also utilized by one or moer other organizations for their business needs or analysis.
FGDC: Federal Geographic Data Committee; responsible for setting national spatial data standards and providing guidance for developing Framework data nationwide. 

GEO: Geospatial Enterprise Office, within the Enterprise Information Strategy and Policy Division of the Department of Administrative Services for the state of Oregon. Performs statewide GIS coordination, responsible for navigatOR management; provides staff support to OGIC. GEO Superseded SSCGIS in 2000.
Geographic information: Information that contains a spatial (location) element. Most state data contains a location element. Thus, geographic information is a good way to tie different data types together.
GIS: Geographic Information Systems are composed of hardware, software, and people to organize, store, analyze, integrate, report and maintain spatial information. 
GIS Service Center: A GIS service group that provided a variety of GIS services to state, local and federal agencies from 1984 to 1999. The GIS Service Center was last housed within the Department of Administrative Services, Enterprise Information Strategy and Policy Division. 

GPL: The GIS Program Leader Group is the technical advisory committee to the Oregon Geographic Information Council (OGIC). The GPL is a technical level forum for participating members to exchange ideas, share expertise and propose solutions to technical problems related to geospatial technologies.
Horizontal Integration: For a given data theme or element, this is the process of piecing together source data from  custodial stewards into a format that can populate a statewide geodatabase. 

Horizontal Steward: The agency or organization responsible for evaluating and assembling data contributed by  custodial stewards into a Framework element, coordinating access to it, and facilitating its maintenance.  The horizontal  steward coordinates the steward group. 
Image processing: Collecting and working with data in the form of pictures. Often used with satellite data and aerial photography.
Information System Plan: An agency data automation plan required by the Department of Administrative Services of all agencies. This plan covers agency initiatives for the next biennium.
Integrated system: A system that allows many varied pieces to function together.
Layer: A conceptual grouping of data that share common characteristics. A layer may be composed of base or thematic data, e.g., roads (base) or elk habitat (thematic).
Management system: A way of organizing data so that it is easy to use. Data is presented as information, not discrete pieces of data.
Map scale: The relative size of a map sheet to the Earth. Scales are often given as a relative fraction, such as 1:24,000, meaning 1 inch on the map = 24,000 inches, or 2,000 feet on the ground. Large scale maps are used for small areas, e.g., 1:4,800 (1 in. = 400 feet). Small scale maps are used for large areas, e.g., 1:1,000,000.
Metadata: Formally structured and standardized documentation of digital data products that describes the "who, what, where, when, why, and how" of every aspect of the data it references.  
National Map: Web-based portal for discovering and accessing  NSDI  data (see below). 

NSDI: National Spatial Data Infrastructure. FGDC initiative to create and implement a shared data collection and maintenance resource for geospatial datasets nationwide. 
OGIC: Oregon Geographic Information Council. The governing body for GIS activities in Oregon state agencies, as currently defined by Executive Order 00-02.
PAC: Policy Advisory Committee. The Policy Advisory Committee provides strategic planning, budgetary, and policy development for the Oregon Geographic Information Council. Membership in the PAC is by appointment of an OGIC member.

Remote sensing: Collecting data (images) using satellites or aerial photography.
Spatial Data: Data that can be referenced to a particular location on the earth, and is used to describe a particular location, area, or feature.
Standards: Requirements which are intended to make hardware, software and data compatible. Standards cover data capture, accuracy, sources, base categories, output, and data element dictionaries.
Telecommunications: Linking to a remote computer using a high speed data line.
Thematic layer: Thematic layers are typically the data of interest, such as elk habitat, water quality, or timber stands. They are used in conjunction with base layers to produce a final map.
Theme: Group of Framework elements; there are currently 14 themes and a reference category in Oregon’s Framework. 
Topology: The explicit connectivity of spatial features. Topology is required in GIS data for proper spatial relationships among features and their attributes.
Transfer format: A way of organizing data to allow easy sharing among different systems.
Vertical Integration: The act of verifying and, if necessary, making adjustments to the spatial registration and data models of multiple Framework elements so that they can be used together easily. 

Vertical Steward: The agency or organization responsible for assuring that a particular Framework element can be used with other Framework elements.

Workstation: A very fast and powerful stand-alone, single user computer. Workstations are often linked into a network to share data.






