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MINUTES 

Oregon Commission for Women 

Friday, November 18, 2011 

Noon – 3 PM, Room 308U 

Oregon Advocacy Commission Office, 527 SW Hall, Oregon 

 

ATTENDEES 

Chair:   Sunny Petit 

Vice Chair:  Jenny Greenleaf 

Commissioners: Megan Harris-Jacquot, Mee Seon Kwon, Karen Shimada, Mariahm 

Stephenson 

Guests:  Stephanie Vardavas, Ali Williams 

Staff:    Lucy Baker 

 

I. Call to Order 

 Chair Petit called the meeting to order at 12:05 pm. 

 

II. Adoption of the Agenda 

 Motion: (Greenleaf/Stephenson) To approve the agenda. Carried. 

 

III. Approval of the Minutes 

Motion: (Greenleaf/Shimada) To approve the OCFW 9.20.11.  Carried. 

 

IV. OCFW Follow-up Business 

 

Sunny introduced Alli Williams.  She will be joining the Friends of the OCFW and 

is attending the meeting today to get acquainted.   The Commissioners 

thanked Ali for her interest and welcomed her. 

The Commission welcomed Stephanie Vardavas who has had her Senate Hearing 

and is now awaiting confirmation.  Ms. Vardavas introduced herself and 

noted her interest in being an active member of the OCFW. 

Sunny and Jenny briefly discussed internships.   The OCFW will be partnering with 

BOLI for a joint internship.   The Intern will research 2010 Census data and 

wage and hour data for women.  The findings will become part of the Status 

of Oregon Women report for 2012.   Currently there are 3 interested students.   

Sunny and Kate Newhall from BOLI will be meeting with the candidates at 

the OACO office shortly.  A second intern may also work on resources for 

women to be listed at the OCFW webpage. 

Annual report:  The Commission will develop a 2 page annual summary for 2011.  

Jenny, Meeseon and Stephanie will work with Sunny to prepare it. 

3 New Commissioners are expected to be appointed to the OCFW in February.  

Sunny and Jenny are working with the Executive Appointments office to 
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assure that candidates from statewide locations are part of the applicants.   

Sunny is also working with the Senate President’s office to appoint a Senator 

to the OCFW. 

Sunny wants to send personal thank you’s to the WOA awardees and those who 

nominated them.  Karen Shimada will prepare personal thank you’s to them 

in the next 2 weeks. 

Jenny reviewed the action items from the September OCFW meeting: 

 To recruit Interns: Yes, the OCFW has 3 interested students 

 Meeting with Rep. Tina Kotek:  Yes, Sunny had a productive meeting with 

Rep. Kotek and the 3 other Commission Chairs.  Sunny has also made a 

contact with the new Portland Housing Director, Danielle Ledezma. 

 Creating a resource guide: Meeseon, Mariahm and Sunny have not yet met 

but will do so in the next 2 weeks. 

 Write a project plan for status of Women: Yes, Jenny has a draft 

 Write a plan for the Outreach kit.  Yes, Jenny has a draft.  Will work on it 

for January. 

 Attend international women’s peace conference:  Karen was unable to 

attend 

 Karen will get a room for January OCFW meeting on January 20,  

 Karen also met with the leaders of Multnomah County Coalition on Healthy 

Aging and they will share statistics on older women 

 

V.   Report from OACO 

 

10.5%  budget reductions:  Lucy presented options that the Legislative Fiscal 

Office (LFO) is requesting of all state agencies to reduce their budgets by 

10.5% in 3.5% increments. 

 

She presented 3 scenarios for reducing OACO’s budget that include 

eliminating salary step increases from the Personnel line items in Option 1, 

reducing rent, phone costs and other services from Services and Supplies in 

Option 2, and in Option 3 adding more furlough days.   The level of reductions 

will be decided during the February session by the legislature. 

 

Travel line item reduction:  Lucy also discussed a current reduction in each of the 

Commission’s General Fund budgets for Travel.   This reduction occurred 

during the current biennium as was part of reductions sustained before the 

current budgets were released to state agencies.  Originally, each Commission 

had $3,000 for travel for the biennium.   That has been reduced to $650 per 

Commission for the biennium.   The Commission considered how to manage 

its General Fund expenses.  One idea was for interested Commissioners to 

request not to receive their stipends, and use the funds to help cover travel and 

other expenses.   Sunny will receive a monthly report on OCFW General 
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Funds and Other Funds.   She will work with the OCFW and the Administrator 

on best ways to budget the OCFW’s funds. 

 

VI. Chair’s Report 

 

Housing discrimination:  Sunny will be meeting in December with the new 

Portland Director of Housing, Daniel Ledezma to consider options on 

improving housing discrimination.  Sunny noted that there are housing forums 

coming up in Portland in December and the OCFW can provide advocacy and 

awareness raising at the forums. 

 

Speaking to civic organizations:  Stephanie suggested meeting with City Club and 

presenting on women’s issues.  Sunny noted that the other cultural 

Commissions have an interest in that also. Ali and Stephanie are interested in 

representing the Commissions at these meetings. 

 

BPA ban:  Sunny noted that she testified at the Multnomah County ban on BPA in 

baby products. 

 

Part 3 of OACO’s new Commissioner Orientation will be held in the Gov’s office 

is Dec 6th.  It will be held with a number of the Governor’s Sr. Staff and the 

State Controller’s Office. 

 

Executive Order on Parity:  The OCFW will work with Frank Garcia and Kendall 

Clawson in the Governor’s Office to request an executive order on Gender 

Parity.   Rep. Betty Komp and Sunny will submit the request in December. 

 

Status of Women and Girls Report:  Sunny reported that Girls Inc. is partnering 

with YWCA to do a Portland Metro Area survey.   Other partners are being 

solicited at $5,000 each to help with the Survey.   Sunny asked the 

Commission if OCFW would be interested in using Friends funding to support 

the study.   Stephanie noted that we could use part of the data.   They are 

interested in expanding the survey to Statewide.  Karen suggested that the 

Collins Foundation may be a good fit in their ability to turn around the funding 

in the time it’s needed.   Also United Way has a small fund for community 

disparities.  Meagan is willing to work on grants.  Ali asked if the OCFW 

would have some say in developing the survey and selecting the recipients.   

Karen will help explore options with Sunny with Collins Foundation and OR 

Community Foundation.  She would also help with the letter of intent and 

writing the grant.   The time line is to have the money by mid 2012.    OCFW 

needs a letter of agreement with Girls Inc regarding the partnership.  The 

OCFW focus will be jobs, education and healthcare. 

 

Before January, Sunny will ask Girls Inc. that the survey be statewide and ask 

that the OCFW have content input into the survey.  She will report back and 

then the OCFW will vote on whether to become a partner. 
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Motion: (Greenleaf/Stephenson) To have Chair Petit contact Girls Inc and 

YWCA and explore OCFW becoming sponsors of the survey.  Carried. 

 

The League of Womens Voters is asking the OCFW to partner with them to have a 

women’s suffrage float in the Starlight Parade.   The cost will be $600.  Sunny 

likes it as a way to get the OCFW name in front of thousands of people.  The 

League, AAUW, the PSU Center for Women, Politics and Policy; OCFW and 

Century of Action are collaborating. 

 

Motion: (Greenleaf/Shimada) That OCFW join the League and other partners 

to sponsor a suffrage float in the Starlight Parade for up to &$700.  Carried. 

 

OCFW Lobby Day:  Sunny discussed the plans for a joint lobby day at the 

legislature with the League of Women Voters and the AAUW. 

Motion: (Greenleaf/Shimada) To host lobby day on Feb. 7th.  Carried. 

 

VII. Adoption of OCFW Bylaw amendments 

 

Meagan Jacquot reviewed the proposed changes in the OCFW Bylaws introduced 

at the OCFW meeting in September.   They include sections regarding the manner 

of acting between the OCFW and the Friends of the OCFW.  Discussion followed. 

 

Motion: (Jacquot/Greenleaf) To approve changes in the bylaws.  Carried. 

 

The Commissioners signed the new bylaws.  Jacquot and Shimada approved their 

signature on the approved bylaws to be added by Lucy Baker. 

 

VIII. Commissioner Reports 

Megan Jacquot is working again on legislation that would allow for confidential 

name change for women.   She will have the wording prepared by September for 

the 2013 legislative session. 

 

Megan attended a Women’s fundraiser locally, and attended the School Board 

Conference. 

 

Megan noted that she is interested in participating in discussion on education 

disparities for internships. 

 

Jenny Greenleaf  has been attending the OWHWA meetings.  She attended the 

September meeting.  Sara Gelser’s legislative aid Kris is organizing the meetings 

this session.  Lucy and Jenny attended the November session of OWHWA.  They 

are currently soliciting ideas for their February slate.  Rep. Tomei is interested in 

the work on parity. 
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Jenny attended a World Affairs Council meeting with Advocacy Commissioners 

and delegates of women from India to discuss their issues.   She was surprised to 

know that they expect that women will receive equal pay for equal work. 

 

Sunny and Jenny attended the League of Women Voters lunch. 

 

Jenny chose and purchased the awards (platters) for the Women of Achievement 

Awards. 

 

Jenny noted that there is an opportunity to attend AAUW Conference in Pendleton. 

Motion: (Jacquot/Stephenson) To authorize Jenny Greenleaf to represent the 

OCFW at the AAUW Conference in Pendleton.  Carried. 

 

Sunny announced that she has stepped down from her work for the Vision 20/20 

agenda.  She is still a delegate.   Jenny Greenleaf will respond to Vision 20/20 

requests that come to the OCFW or OACO. 

 

Mariahm Stephenson attended the White House Conference Call on Jobs Act. 

 

Motion: (Jacquot/Stephenson) To adjourn the meeting.  Carried. 

 

The OCFW meeting adjourned at 2:25 pm. 


