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RULE SUMMARY

DMV issues vehicle registration plates necessary to operate motor vehicles on Oregon roads. Choices for registration plates include the
standard tree plate, which is issued to all passenger vehicles unless the vehicle owner chooses a non-standard plate type. Available
nonstandard plates include, veterans' recognition plates (i.e., Purple Heart and Gold Star Family), special registration plates (i.e., Pacific
Wonderland, Crater Lake, Cultural and Wine Country), and group plates issued to non-profit groups and institutions of higher education under
ORS 805.205 (i.e., Fallen Public Safety Officer, Share the Road, Oregon State University and University of Oregon). Each of these
nonstandard plates requires the payment of an additional fee, also known as surcharge, that DMV collects upon initial registration, and,
depending on the plate, at registration renewal.

In pertinent part, House Bill 2730 (2015): (1) Amended ORS 805.205 to remove statutory language pertaining to the creation of new group
plates issued to non-profit groups and institutions of higher education; (2) Repealed ORS 805.202, which limited the number of specialty
plates to four plates available for issuance at any one time; and (3) Established ORS 805.222 and 805.225 directing DMV to adopt rules to
establish a program for the issuance of special registration plates for 501(c)(3) non-profit groups, institutions of higher education and public
bodies as defined in ORS 174.109 and to adopt rules for the administration and implementation of the special registration plate program. This

includes establishing:
(a) General qualification requirements for non-profit groups, institutions of higher education and public bodies that wish to become eligible for



a special registration plate;
(b) When DMV may cease to issue a special registration plate; and
(c) The process to apply for a special registration plate.

The adoption of OAR 735-040-0110, 735-040-0115, 735-040-0120, 735-040-0125 and 735-040-0130 establish the procedures and
requirements for the new special registration plate program. This includes general qualification requirements for organizations that wish to
participate in the special registration plate program, the issuance of prepaid vouchers and the design requirements for special registration
plates. The adoption of OAR 735-040-0045 sets the requirements for groups that continue to function under the old group plate program. DMV
repealed the requirements for the old group program under OAR 735-040-0055, 735-040-0061, 735-0040-0095, 735-040-0097 and 735 -040
-0100. The amendment of OAR 735-040-0040 updates terms and definitions to conform to the legislative Act and this rulemaking. The
amendment of OAR 735-040-0040 updates terms and definitions to conform to the legislative Act and this rulemaking.
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