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Photo 3A:  East view behind the bin wall at Shellrock Mountain with  proposed trail parallel to wall.  Relocating Brugge (rock fall catchment) fence uphill of trail 
users will protect them from falling rocks and improve views from I-84.      

Photo 3B:  Historic rock retaining walls, built in 1914, once demonstrated to skeptics that a road could be built through the Gorge.

Photo 3C:  The 1876 Wagon Road is clearly apparent from the proposed trail.  Today only short sections remain. 

Section A/A:  Section drawing showing proposed trail on top of existing bin wall.
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Segment 3 – Shellrock Mountain Crossing
Shellrock Mountain has always presented a formidable challenge for road or trail construction in the 
Gorge.  Today is no exception.  From the west end of Shellrock Mountain, an existing 2600 foot  long 
rock catchment structure or bin wall keeps this massive mountain of loose rock from rolling onto 
Interstate 84 (Photo 3A).  The proposal is to incorporate the trail on top of the existing bin wall (a stout 
retaining wall) (Section A/A-Segment 3).  To protect trail users from rockfall, a relocated “Brugge” Fence is 
necessary on the up-hill (south) side of the trail to catch any rocks that may fall onto the trail. Presently, 
this fence is on top of the retaining wall facing Interstate 84. Moving the fence south will greatly 
enhance the visual quality for motorists traveling along Interstate 84.  An interesting component of this 
section is the visible remains of the rock retaining walls associated with the historic highway and with 
views to the 1876 wagon road which are still evident today (Photo 3C). 

Shell Rock Is Big Barrier.
“But you can never build a road around Shell Rock Mountain!”, old-timers jeered 
when “the godfather of good roads” talked of a Columbia River Highway, “It can’t 
be did!”
Simon Benson took a look at Shell Rock Mountain, a shaly [sic], shifting, disintegrating 
point of rock. Had he not seen roads in Norway, the home of good roads? Simon 
Benson handed Governor Oswald West $10,000 to establish a convict camp of “honor 
men” to build a solid road around Shell Rock. By Spring it was done. But with the first 
jar, down fell the walls on the railroad track below.
“Here! here!” cried the O.W.R. & N. officials. “This will never do! No road can be built 
above us! All your money is wasted.”
“No,” Simon Benson decided, “the money is not wasted. It has served a good purpose. 
It shows we must have intelligent engineering skill.”

An excerpt from the article entitled, BUILDING OF COLUMBIA RIVER 
HIGHWAY GREATEST ACHIEVEMENT OF KIND IN WESTERN 
HEMISPHERE by Eva Emery Dye appearing in the Morning Oregonian on 
January 1, 1916. 

Segment 3 – Preliminary Cost Estimate

Station Item  Cost
0+00 to 26+50 Construction Behind Bin Wall $ 1,564,000 

0+00 to 26+50 Removal & Salvage of Cable-mesh Barrier 
(allowance)  150,000 

0+00 to 26+50 New 10 foot Ring-mesh Barrier (2400 ft)  1,200,000 

26+50 to 33+50 Side Slope Construction (Cut and Fill)  375,000 

27+00 to 29+50 Viaduct  $ 875,000 

Raw Construction 4,164,000 

Engineering & Permits (20%) 832,800 

Construction Engineering (15%) 624,600 

Sub Total 5,621,400 

Contingency @ 40% 2,248,560 

Estimated Project Cost (2008) 7,869,960 

Estimated Infl ation (2008-10) 786,996 

Project Cost Estimate (2010) $ 8,656,956 

Please Note: Not all stations shown in the Preliminary Cost Estimate tables are 
shown on the segment Feasibility Maps.

Trail Segment Highlights: 

• Improves scenic quality as viewed from Interstate 84. 

• Provides an excellent view of the Columbia River. 

• Historic rock walls are evident from proposed trail.

• Even though the trail parallels I-84, it sits above I-84, which lessens noise impacts and off ers views 
towards the Columbia River. 

• This proposal is less expensive and more feasible than the one mile long fl oating bridge in the 
Columbia River (Year 2000 Option).  
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