
MINUTES 
Historic Columbia River Highway 

Advisory Committee 
January 10, 2000 

Wood Village City Hall 
Wood Village, Oregon 

 
 
Members Present: Bill Pattison, Julie Curtis, Sally Donovan, James Hamrick, John Lundell, Janice  
   Newton, Kay Van Sickel, Carolyn Wood, and Jack Wiles. 
 
Staff Present:  Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow, Charlie Sciscione, Gail Smith, Kevin  
   Bracy, Ryan Murray, Bill Coles and Scott Liesinger.  
 
Public Present: Mike Boynton, Jack Gerstkemper, USFS; Kevin Price and Diane McClay, OPRD; 
   Bus Gibson, Mazamas; Nancy Russell, Friends of the Columbia Gorge; and  
   Victor Gove, Catch A Coach West.   
 
     
Bill Pattison called the meeting to order. 
 
Jeanette Kloos received a letter from James Habberstad, attorney for Jack Bryant, with comments regarding 
the minutes.  Mr. Bryant was concerned about comments by Linda Maddux at the last meeting.  James 
Hamrick suggested that we send a letter to Mr. Bryant letting him know that we will attach his letter to the 
these minutes and invite him to attend the next meeting for further discussion of his concerns. Carolyn Wood 
suggested that we also mention to Mr. Bryant that Linda Maddux just presented her concerns at the meeting; 
no action was taken on these comments by the HCRH AC.  Carolyn made a motion that the minutes be 
approved as written.  Motion passed. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
Bus Gibson commented that he is very concerned over a substantial logjam in Oneonta Gorge.  Bus said the 
jam impedes the flow of the creek, which could cause damage to the historic bridge and could be a serious 
safety problem.  Bus was concerned about the number of people on the trail that may climb over the logs 
and cause the logs to move or someone to be trapped in them.  Bus wants USFS and ODOT to take care of 
the problem. 
 
Julie Curtis was concerned about the logjam, but she also learned from a news clip that it is dangerous to 
move the logs.  Kay Van Sickel will check on the matter with Charlie Sciscione.  Since the creek is 
considered habitat for endangered salmon, the undertaking must be considered an emergency before 
National Marine Fisheries Service will permit work in the stream outside of the in-water work period.   
 
Bus Gibson thought that it should be possible to use long cables from the bank of the creek by the bridge to 
move the logs.  He noted that the logjam could last 10 days or 10 years, but he feels it is a problem waiting to 
happen.  
 
Victor Gove owns property adjacent to the Mosier Twin Tunnels.  Victor has proposed a business to be 
named "Catch A Coach West".  He has received interest from the local community for a proposed horse-
drawn coach that would take people onto his property, on the bluff overlooking the HCRH near the Mosier 
Twin Tunnels.  Victor would like to have permission to use a horse-drawn coach to transport the handicap 
and elderly up to the tunnels on the HCRH.     
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Jack stated that the CRGNSA Management Plan and the access policy prohibit horses on the HCRH for 
recreational use.  Commercial use of horses was unclear when the access policy was first discussed, but 
now it is clear that it is not an allowable use.  The CRGNSA Management Plan will be reviewed after a period 
of time to see if the policy needs to be changed.   The HCRH AC is interested in providing access for people 
of all abilities. 
 
Victor Gove asked if it could be a pilot program for the Grand Opening event.   
 
Julie Curtis said that the proposal was a nice idea, from the tourism perspective.  However, she wondered 
whether it could be a money-making business.  She asked if Mr. Gove could apply for a special use permit 
once or twice a year? 
 
Jack Wiles said that, since it is not an allowable use, no special permit could be given. 
 
Carolyn Wood asked if Mr. Gove’s property was close to the old wagon road (1876 Wagon Road)?  That 
route might provide more interesting or different scenery and might be more appropriate than using a horse-
drawn carriage on the HCRH. 
 
Janice Newton suggested that additional clarification of commercial horse usage should be requested from 
the Columbia River Gorge Commission.  
 
Jack Wiles also suggested that Victor also needs check on whether land use policies would allow 
construction of a commercial structure on his property. 
 
STARVATION CREEK TO VIENTO 
Bob Van Vickle, W&H Pacific, is the consultant hired for the Starvation Creek to Viento project.  This project 
is to adapt the 1 1/4-mile of HCRH trail for mixed use and ADA accessibility.  Bob stated that the problem at 
the Starvation Creek end for the trail access is getting from the parking area near the restrooms, up to the 
HCRH pavement.  He believes it is also desirable to improve the grade on up to the waterfall.  Darlene 
Maddux, ODOT, has indicated there may be funding available for improvements to the trail to the waterfall.   
 
At the Starvation Creek end there are two alternatives.  The grade is currently 12%.  Beginning at the curb, 
visitors could reach the interpretive sign with a 5% grade.  Then a switchback could be used with 8% grades 
and resting platforms for 30 meters.  This would not be visible from the parking lot.  A second alternative 
would be to gain elevation from the parking area with a switchback at the restrooms or along the sidewalk to 
the south. 
 
Farther east is a 300-foot long rockfall area.  Two chutes of about 50-feet long produce 90 percent of the 
rock.   A gabion wall on the trail contain rocks south of the trail.  Bob is proposing that the gabion wall be 
removed in order to widen the trail for bike and ADA access.  A heavy fence, about 6-feet tall, could then be 
erected on the trail’s south side to keep the rocks from reaching the trail.  The fence could then be opened 
on the bottom for cleanout.  Scaling could be done on the slope to help prevent rock from falling but that 
would only be a temporary fix and is not recommended.  A combination of fences would have no advantage 
over one fence. Bob stated the pavement in the rockfall area would need to be re-paved.   
 
At the Viento end, the HCRH pavement ends in a meadow.  The optimum future section is to develop the 
path that would reach the parking area south and above I-84.  This would require some large walls, have 
some geological and visual concerns and is beyond the currently available construction budget.  Bob 
proposed a temporary solution--taking the trail along the I-84 exit ramp to the undercrossing. 
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Julie Curtis asked about the project’s schedule.  The resource reports are scheduled to begin in the middle of 
January.  These will cover the cultural, visual and biological impacts, in preparation for the development 
review with the Hood River County Planning Department.  The money must be obligated by September 30. 
 
Bob met with OPRD and discussed the options for restroom facilities.  The rest area signs are being 
removed from I-84.  There are some options available.  New technology such as a bio-evaporation unit could 
be used.  The cost is around $200,000.  This system can handle up to 4,000 visitors a day.  The system 
works like composting.  A small unit could be installed along the trail.  This would be away from the parking 
and day use area and less visible to the public who stop at the parking lot.   
 
The size of the drainfield at Starvation Creek is part of the problem; the current system is not adequate to 
handle the volume of waste currently produced.  Jack Wiles said that using the existing facility is not viable; it 
would cost more for a new water tank and new septic field than the other options being considered.  Any 
improvements to restroom facilities at Starvation Creek need to be reviewed for their relative priority with 
other OPRD needs.   
 
Bill Pattison asked about the development of a rest area at Wyeth.  This has been included in a list of 
potential projects for the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial, but no funding has been received to resume 
development. 
 
Bill Coles, District 9, reported that the use of the Memaloose Rest Area has more than doubled since the 
closure of Starvation Creek. 
 
James Hamrick said that using the bench as a possible access to the waterfall should not be dismissed.  Is 
this part of the HCRH?  This needs to be investigated before any change is proposed.   Bob stated that with 
the current funding there is no allowance for building additional accesses.  Bus stated that the bench could 
be viewed best from the side, from the present trail.   
 
Kevin Price noted that the Viento day use area is only a mile away and has a restroom, but it has a day-use 
fee.  Jack Wiles said that the Starvation Creek area could become a day-use fee area.  Nancy Russell asked 
if a fee would help contain use of the area.  Jack said that it would only help if a person was on-site to collect 
the fee, otherwise, compliance would be an issue.   
 
Bus asked if the trail needed to be ADA accessible.  Kay stated that ADA access is a priority. 
 
Jack will bring additional information on restrooms at Starvation Creek to the next HCRH AC meeting.  
 
Julie Curtis suggested contacting Chuck Barry to find out if people that use the ADA access prefer the trail to 
start out easy or difficult. 
 
Bill Pattison asked if a gabion wall will be needed protect I-84 from falling rock.  A historic guardrail on the 
north with chain link fence on the south could be installed to keep the rock back off the highway.  
     
 
 
 
HCRH CELEBRATION 
Metropolitan Group was hired because of their desire to involve the communities, they had good marketing 
components and they had experience soliciting sponsors.  Metropolitan Group has also done large events.   
Metropolitan Group is looking for corporate sponsors.  They are pursuing Oregon Public Broadcasting as a 
major media sponsor.  ODOT and the Oregon Tourism Commission will work with the media; a media 
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package should be available soon, produced by Tourism Commission.  There will be a real push next month 
for sponsors.  Bill and Julie will be making calls to possible sponsors.  Once funding is established, meetings 
will be planned to prioritize the different parts of the event.   
 
TIME CAPSULE 
Jack Wiles distributed information on the Internet regarding time capsules (attached).  He stated that there is 
a Time Capsule Society where you can register your time capsule. 
 
Jack learned that Clark County students did a Millennium time capsule and he was going to find out what 
they had placed in their capsule. 
 
Jack wanted to know if the items placed in the capsule should relate to only certain subjects or have a 
specific theme.  Jack asked everyone to send their ideas to him for review.  Some of the suggestions given 
by AC members and attendees were: A newspaper dated the day of the event, a piece of the petrified tree 
that will be buried and a document of its location, items that may be forgotten, and the engineer's report of 
the project.  Carolyn suggested an oral historical narrative.  She also asked if a date needs to be determined 
when the capsule would be opened.  Kevin Price suggested that we write about the use of the trail now – 
rollerblades, hiking boots, types of bikes – as well as the information on the types of vehicles the HCRH was 
designed to handle.  Jack Gersthemper suggested showing the different styles of vehicles that have used 
the HCRH through the years.  Bill asked everyone to write down their suggestions and give them to Jack. 
 
Bus Gibson, Richard Ross, Nancy Warren, and Ken Jernstadt were names mentioned that might have some 
good information to be added to the capsule about how the HCRH restoration idea began. Bus Gibson 
suggested contacting historian Jack Grauer of Vancouver to write a book about the HCRH.   
 
Victor Gove asked if the capsule would be set in concrete.  He suggested that at the dedication maybe 
names of people involved in the restoration and handprints could be set in the concrete. 
 
BRIDGE WEIGHT LIMITS 
Scott Liesinger, Salem Bridge, reported that Frank Nelson has been working with District 2C regarding the 
Historic Preservation Bridge program.  There are two concerns at this time. 
 
Shepperds Dell Bridge received a deficiency rating regarding the crossbeams.  There are three possible 
solutions: 1) a fiber wrap of the beams similar to that used on the Horsetail Creek Bridge; 2) since there is no 
cracking, it is possible that nothing is actually needed, but the bridge would need a load test to determine 
this; 3) instrumentation might be a solution.  Salem has been working on the design.  At this time, 30 percent 
of the plans have been completed and the PS&E should be completed by mid-February and go to contract 
sometime in March. 
      
There is a bridge program along the coast.  Salem Bridge would like to begin a study of the HCRH bridges in 
June 2000.  It is unclear if funds are available for this study. 
 
Bill Pattison would like a list of priorities for future work.   
Frank would like Charlie Sciscione and Dennis Carlson to go with him and evaluate each bridge along the 
HCRH.  Julie Curtis suggested someone from the State Historic Preservation Office should go along to help 
with the decision making.   
 
Kevin asked about the completion date.  Scott stated that the contract would be ready in late March.  It will 
take 2-3 weeks to complete the fiber wrap.  The difference in the time frame between Horsetail Falls Bridge 
and Shepperd's Dell is the difference in the designs of the bridges.     
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Mark Hirota, Salem Bridge, has written a letter asking to close the old Oneonta Bridge to vehicle traffic.  
Charlie Sciscione requested that this be reconsidered and attempts be made to secure funding for correcting 
the bridge problem.  Kay Van Sickel requested a meeting with Mark Hirota and Charlie Sciscione. 
 
BRAINSTORMING $25,000 NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY FUNDING 
A meeting has been planned to discuss this topic February 7 from 7:00-9:00 p.m. 
 
There has been no confirmation that this funding will be available.  Jeanette suggested everyone bring ideas 
back to the next meeting to prioritize.  Carolyn wanted to add that a book about the HCRH be added to the 
list. 
 
Charlie asked if money could be spent in Hood River County.  This is possible; however, I-84 can not be 
included in the Scenic Byway funding. 
 
PLAQUE POLICY 
This project is on the "to do list".  Robert Hadlow has been talking to Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department and the next step is to start the inventory.  Robert has developed a list of known plaques with the 
help of the Oregon State Parks history book.  
 
CASINO UPDATE 
Jeanette reported that she has not received any letters or proposals regarding this subject.  Jeanette stated 
that the Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs do own property east of Hood River and in Madras.   
 
James asked who within the Department of Justice has been gathering information on the Tribal property.  
Nancy Russell asked if the AC has taken an official stand.  Since there has been no proposal, the HCRH AC 
has not been able to respond to anything.  The AC has taken action by requesting a formal resolution from 
the Oregon Transportation Commission clarifying the use of the HCRH State Trail by motor vehicles.  
 
Bill Coles, District 9, stated that he has had dealings with the Confederated Tribes.  This “Government to 
Government” discussion requires that “our chief” talk to “their chief”; they want to work only with the person 
having authority, not a staff person. 
 
NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY CONFERENCE PROPOSAL 
The selection of a site for 2001 National Scenic Byway Conference will be made in January. The Oregon 
Tourism Commission, WSDOT, USFS, ODOT, and US Fish & Wildlife have proposed that the 2001 National 
Scenic Byway Conference be held in the Portland area.   Portland is listed at the top of the selection list. 
  
 
 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
HOOD RIVER - MOSIER 
PHASE 2 
The cellular concrete being used for this project is very unique.  The concrete takes from 3 to 4 days to set 
up in the cold weather, rather than the one day expected during warmer weather.  Completion is now 
scheduled to be June 2.  The contractor will build the forms first, pour the concrete, then leave for a week or 
so.   
 
The contractor would like to sandblast the deck and pillars to remove discolorations.  Another option would 
be apply a grout slurry, followed by a stain; however, the thin layer may break off.  A third option would be to 
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paint the pillars; this could create an ongoing maintenance problem.  A fourth option would be a stain.  
Nothing will be done until the end of March.  JAL will produce some samples of the sandblasting option.  
 
James Hamrick stated that the OPRD Director wanted the surface to be able to “age”. 
 
In December a bulkhead broke, allowing cellular concrete to pour everywhere.  Clean up was difficult and 
there are still remnants of the material underneath the structure.   
 
Two of the concrete tunnel portals will be repaired. The cost of that repair is $20,000.00.   
    
ROADS 
The canopy work is complete.  The brackets need to be painted.  The guardrail is installed. The pavement 
has been narrowed.  Kevin needs to go over the punch list to conclude the work.  
 
The sub-contractor, Gino's Alpha Omega Masonry Company, has done the grout work and completed the 
sandblasting.  
 
VISITOR CONTACT STATION   
The framing and roof decking are done.  The mock-up for the rockfall masonry work is being done.  Michael 
J. Watt, the contractor, is doing a great job and the workers show pride in their work. 
 
The USFS is concerned about the height of the trees that will be planted near the contact station.  The plans 
call for 5- to 6-foot trees.  The USFS would like taller trees planted to make the contact station less 
conspicuous.  The 5-to 6-foot trees were proposed so that they would have a chance to survive at this site. 
Kevin Bracy will discuss this further with Jurgen Hess.   
  
PARKS  
The Hanel Quarry pre-construction meeting will be January 11.  The project should be completed by May 31. 
 
VISITOR CONTACT STATION INTREPRETIVE PLAN 
Sea Reach, Ltd., was hired to develop an interpretive plan for the Visitor Contact Station.  A brainstorming 
session produced the attached theme, concentrating on the Mosier Twin Tunnels.  They want the contact 
station interpretive information to be interactive and not static.  OPRD proposed to have two seasonal staff 
and fill in with volunteer recruitment.  The four outside panels have the basic story of the area.  
 
MOFFETT - TANNER CREEK, UNIT 2 
N-B Hatch Construction was the low bidder.  Hatch will begin work on the project in the spring.  
 
HCRH INTERPRETIVE SITES AND SIGNS 
Sea Reach, Ltd. submitted a  proposal.  They were significantly over what was funded and ODOT will need 
to start the RFP procedure over.  Jeanette Kloos proposed consideration of this project for National Scenic 
Byway funding.  
 
TOOTHROCK TUNNEL LIGHTING 
The photocells are now working in the Toothrock Tunnel.  The project is complete.  The electrical boxes may 
still need to be changed because of water penetration. 
 
John Lundell was concerned that the lights may not be working properly on the outside of the tunnel.  
Jeanette will check on this.     
 
NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION 
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On November 30 Robert Hadlow sent the final draft of the NHL nomination to Washington DC.  The National 
Park Service Advisory Board will meet on May 5, 2000, in San Francisco.  The committee will make their 
final decision at that time.  Robert stated that we might not have the plaque commemorating this in time for 
installation during the July celebration. 
 
Robert also reported that the HCRH exhibit is being held over for two more months at the World Forestry 
Center, in Portland.  The display will be taken down March 5 and will be available until the first of September. 
 The exhibit will then go to Salem for a month at the State Capitol’s Rotunda Gallery.      
 
WARRENDALE -MOFFETT CREEK 
Preliminary Engineering funds have been obligated for this project.  The first project team meeting will be 
later this month. 
 
An attached draft resolution for requesting discretionary fund's was discussed.  The AC voted to pass the 
resolution as written. 
 
BROCHURE 
There is enough money left in the National Scenic Byway grant to translate the HCRH brochure into 
Japanese, German and Spanish.   
      
Bus Gibson also asked that a box of the brochures be sent to Multnomah Falls.  Jeanette will have a box 
sent. 
 
ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS: 
ODOT 
Charlie Sciscione, District 2C Manager, reported that his crews are working on cleaning up blown down trees 
along the HCRH.  They will do more trimming in the spring.  Charlie said they are trying to hide the cut by the 
chain saw when cutting the trees.  
 
Charlie also reported that the signing for the HCRH State Trail at Eagle Creek.  It is not clear enough where 
people are supposed to go when they are traveling westbound.  This spring, Charlie's crew will add a 
guardrail and more pavement to help make the transition clearer for those using the trail. 
 
They are also working on the concrete gutters.  Many of them are cracked which could let water migrate 
under the HCRH and undermine the roadbed.  They are sealing the gutters as they find the cracks. 
 
Bill Coles, District 9, reported that the district is in good shape.  They have cleaned all the culverts from 
Chenoweth to Mosier. 
 
OPRD 
Jack Wiles reported the OPRD is ready to start the next phase at the Vista House, renovating the balcony. 
TEA 21 funds are available, a total of almost $900,000, including matching funds and in-kind work.  
 
There is also funding available to hire two temporary seasonal employees.  
 
USDA- FOREST SERVICE 
Mike Boynton is concerned about the size of the trees for the visitor's contact station.  He would like to see 
taller trees that will screen the building.   
 
The stairway at the east end of the Tanner Creek to Eagle Creek segment of the HCRH State Trail will be 
treated with Permeon during the Moffett Creek to Tanner Creek Unit 2 project, this summer. 
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DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS: 
Jeanette had included copies of all the development reviews (see attachment).  She received 4 more today.  
Big Winds development sent in a pre-application.  For the Gorge Winds Real Estate development, the City of 
Hood River proposed modifications to the intersection of Cascade and Oak, with interim modifications 
including a barricade across the “slip lane” westbound on Cascade Avenue.  ATT Communications Corp. 
would like to place a “monopole” cellular phone transformer tower that would be visible from Crown Point.  
They want access from I-84.  Charlie Sciscione stated that there were Federal laws restricting access from 
all Interstates and ODOT will not approve this request. 
 
MEMBERS ISSUES: 
John Lundell asked about the possibilities of rocks being thrown from above east portal of the Toothrock 
Tunnel.   He hopes a rockthrowing screen is not needed.  He wondered if additional vegetation (not English 
Ivy) would be sufficient. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: 
Thursday, March 2, 2000 
10:00  Field Review at Visitor Contact Station  
  1:00  Hood River Expo Center  
 
Attachments 
 Letter from Habberstad  
 Internet Information on Time Capsules 
 Visitor Contact Station Interpretive Plan Theme 
 Draft PLHD Resolution for Warrendale to Moffett Creek 
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