
MINUTES 
 Historic Columbia River Highway 
 Advisory Committee 
 June 5, 1997 
  Cousins Restaurant 
 The Dalles, Oregon 
 
 
Members Present: John Lundell, Lewis L. McArthur, Jack Wiles, Julie Curtis, and Carolyn 
   Wood. 
 
Staff Present:  Robert Hadlow, Jeanette Kloos, Sam Wilkins, Gail Smith, and Phil Gagnier. 
 
Public Present:  Kathy Schutt, OPRD; Bibi Gaston, The Office of Bibi Gaston; Jerry Igo,  
   Native Plant Society of Oregon; Brian Litt, CRGC;  Nancy Russell, Friends  
   of the Gorge;  Mike Bridges, City of Cascade Locks; Al Harwood.  
 
Carolyn Wood, acting chair, called the meeting to order.   

 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
Minutes stand approved as written. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
No comments. 
 
OVERLOOK CONCEPT 
Bibi Gaston was hired to design an overlook near the East Portal of the Mosier Twin Tunnels.  She 
had two goals to achieve: A place for people to gather and enjoy the views , and to keep people from 
the edge of the cliff.  It is also important that the results be visually unobtrusive.  The site for the 
overlook is a large meadow within 200 feet of the Mosier Twin Tunnels.  The area is a large open 
area with a cliff down to UPRR and I-84 to the north.  After discussions with geologists, a decision 
was made to set the overlook 10 feet back from the edge of the cliffs.  This will also assure that the 
overlook will not be visible from I-84.  The wall around the overlook will be an open oblong with 
three arch openings.  Bob Hadlow stated that the oblong arch would set it apart from the old style 
semi-circular arches along the HCRH.  Bibi Gaston also said that the concrete cap would be a 
different width. 
 
John asked about adding benches and picnic tables in the area.  Bibi stated they could be installed.  
Nancy Russell suggested that picnic tables could be located south of the HCRH on the natural 
bench.  There are many viewing options on the property.     
 
Jerry Igo asked about an elevated platform for better viewing.  Bibi said this would cause a problem 
visually.  
Carolyn would like to see the area reasonably enclosed for small children and animals.  The bars in 
between the arches will help to keep children or animals from straying out towards the cliffs.  Nancy 
Russell noted that the Swiss added bars in the Axenstrasse.  
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Visitors to the overlook will have an 8 foot, 10% grade path on the west and a handicapped 
accessible, 5% grade path on the east.  A split rail fence will guide visitors to the overlook.  The split 
rail fence being used at the Discovery Center was noted as a good example.  James Hamrick will 
need to make the final decision on the arches and fencing around the overlook.  Bibi Gaston had a 
pre-application meeting with Wasco County Planning June 4.  The next step is to submit the 
development review.     
 
Lewis would like to have the area for the overlook staked out and the AC take a field trip to view the 
area, to get a better idea of the site’s size and location. 
  
ACCESS POLICY 
Jack distributed copies of the draft Access Policy for the HCRH State Trail (attached) and asked for 
review comments.  The document discusses “reasonable accommodation” for the handicapped and 
allowable and non-allowable uses.  This draft has not been reviewed by others at OPRD.  It is 
intended as a starting point for discussions. 
 
PROJECT UPDATES 
 
HOOD RIVER TO MOSIER UPDATE 
PHASE 1 
FHWA presented an Environmental Excellence Award to ODOT, N-B Hatch Company, HNTB, 
Woodward-Clyde Consultants and the HCRH AC for their work on the Hood River to Mosier 
project.  Jeanette Kloos, Craig Sipp, Al Harwood and Dan Meier went to Washington, D.C., to 
accept the award.  There were sixteen awards granted nationwide.  The award reflected on the 
uniqueness, design and construction of the work done on the Hood River - Mosier project.  Al 
Harwood thanked Jeanette and Craig Sipp for submitting the project to FHWA. 
 
Jeanette asked the AC where the plaque should be displayed.  The AC suggested the Discovery 
Center in The Dalles.   
 
Nancy Russell asked if the local papers were aware of the award.  There were news releases by 
FHWA and HNTB.  Carolyn Wood and Brian Litt suggested a press release be written and be sent 
to the  media.     
 
The vault toilet and trailhead gate are complete.  The fence posts by the archeological site are being 
installed.  The posts that were in the wrong location are being removed.  The fence should be up by 
the middle of June.  The area cannot be opened, however, until all the conditions of the Wasco 
County development review are completed.  A water source for wildfires is still being investigated 
by OPRD.  It is unlikely that the east end will be open before the end of summer.  Jerry Igo and 
Nancy Russell asked if the AC members might have some leverage with Wasco County to allow 
opening before the water source is available, particularly since water is available within the city 
limits, less than one mile away. 
 
 PHASE 2 
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The design for Phase 2 is in process.  PS&E should be completed by the middle of September and go 
to contract with an October bid letting.    
 
PHASE 3A 
Six different projects are related to this phase.  The guardrail and paving plans should be available in 
two to three weeks.  Hood River County is willing to let ODOT construct a 2-rail, wooden guardrail, 
painted white at the Hood River Loops.  They would like to transfer the 60-foot right-of-way to 
ODOT, in trade for the gravel pit in Dee area.  This is a potential site for the sheriff’s shooting range. 
 The development review will be submitted to Hood River County within two weeks.    
 
PHASE 3B 
The Forest Service has completed the design for the East Pit.  There will no vault toilet or 
interpretive signs.  There will be a loop trail.  The environmental impact document is being prepared. 
   
 
PHASE 3C 
West Trailhead environmental issues  are being addressed and the 50% drawings have been 
submitted.  There is a public meeting on the project tonight.   
 
Lewis  had some suggestions on the Interpretive Building.  He suggested that there should be a 
men’s urinal.  He would like to see more details on the metal roof. 
 
PHASE 3D 
See previous discussion. 
 
PHASE 3E 
The fencing along the archeological site has begun.  Richard Fix has hand-picked the stone to be 
used  in the cliffwalk.  Richard has also contracted with someone to install the scaffolding so he can 
begin his work of repairing the wall.   
 
PHASE 3F 
The Elk Creek Tunnel has been postponed until the next bid letting.  Lewis and Al Harwood 
suggested that we leave “cathedral” ceiling in the tunnel visible.  While traffic was allowed on this 
section in February 1920, by June the decision had been made to add the timber lining; it was  
completed in December 22, 1920.  Some of the high overbreak will be visible in the East tunnel, 
because there was no lining between the adits.  Jeanette will talk to James Hamrick about the 
suggestion. Julie Curtis suggested that the AC review the tunnel lining and prioritize the phase 3 
projects in the field.  It was decided that this would be included in the field trip planned for the 
overlook. 
 
MULTNOMAH CREEK AND WALL 
Phil Gagnier reported that the repaving of the East and West Viaducts at Multnomah Falls is in 
progress and will be completed by Friday.  Phil reported that 5 to 7 inches of asphalt was removed 
from the East Viaduct and 2 to 3 inches on the West Viaduct for the repaving project.  A waterproof 
membrane was also included for longer life of the structure.  
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The wall at Multnomah Falls will be repaired prior to repaving the parking lot.  Richard Fix is 
repairing the wall at the edge of the creek and the pedestrian bridge.     
 
CONCRETE GUTTERS 
Lewis is concerned about the previous overlay between Larch Mountain Road junction and 
Latourell in regarding the gutters.  Was the asphalt removed (inlay) or was another layer placed over 
the old asphalt (overlay)?  Lewis McArthur would like to be assured that future projects will be 
inlays.    
 
MOFFETT CREEK TO TANNER CREEK 
The preliminary plans are scheduled  to be out for review soon.  Bid letting should be in October.  
Lewis McArthur reviewed the plans.  He suggested that the railing design should be revised.  (see 
discussion in field trip minutes.) 
 
EAGLE CREEK TO CASCADE LOCKS 
Eagle Creek to Cascade Locks project  is in final review.  The project should go the contract by late 
summer.  Lewis stated that he liked the project and that he found the FHWA plans easier to 
understand than the ODOT plans. 
 
Phil Gagnier reported that the work to repair the Eagle Creek Bridge will start after July 15.  It will 
take about 2 weeks to finish the project.  Bob Sork, District 2B Bridge Supervisor, has put Maury 
Stover in charge of the project.  The campground will remain open.   
 
ENHANCEMENT PROJECTS 
The plans for the enhancement projects have been reviewed and there are no problems, except the 
funding.  Jeanette has met with the Forest Service and agreed that the projects will be the #1 priority 
for future Forest Highway funding. 
 
Lewis has a concern about Angels Rest arched wall.  The arched rock wall need to be identifiable as 
new, not original and historic. 
   
INTERPRETIVE SIGNS 
Funding is a concern for this project.  The estimate for the project is higher than the money that is 
available.  Ads will go out in early June and the bid letting will take place the end of June.  The bid 
will be sent out as a choice of  doing all 35 signs, or only 32 or 27 signs.  Sharon Timko and Jeanette 
will discuss which signs could be delayed.  One contractor will complete the whole process.  The 
locations will be staked soon. 
Lewis stated that the historic marker committee, should be informed of the interpretive signs.  They 
are preparing a inventory of the   beaver board signs and eventually they will have all the locations 
of historic markers listed on a database.  The HCRH signs should be included. 
      
SCENIC BYWAY CORRIDOR 
The deadline for submitting the “final” corridor plan for HCRH is July.  Julie Curtis distributed 
copies of the Scenic Byway brochure.  
 
ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS: 
4 



ODOT 
Jeanette reported that the high water in the Columbia River is causing some problems near 
Multnomah Falls.   The water is running very close to I-84.  Some parts of the guardrail are being 
washed out, near the osprey nest on the navigational marker.   
 
Jeanette reported that the Forest Service has recognized ODOT’s involvement with certificates for 
the Thematic Site Signs.  The certificates were presented to Region 1 Manager Don Wagner and 
Jeanette Kloos.   
 
Bob Hadlow is planning to meet with Robie Lange, of the National Historic Landmarks program,  
and members of the Historic American Engineering Record regarding NHL status for the HCRH on 
June 17.  Only two highways, located in National Parks, have  achieved this status.  The HCRH will 
be the first non-federal highway nominated.  HAER is framing the HAER drawings for display at 
the Maryhill Museum from September to November of 1997. 
 
A newsletter was sent out regarding the I-84 Safety Rest Area and Multnomah Falls Interchange 
project.  There will be a meeting June 10 from 2:00-6:00 to discuss these projects.  
 
Sam Wilkins reported that District 9 is finishing up the overlay from Mosier to Rowena. The 
culverts were replaced before the overlay was done.  The project will attempt to pave from Mosier 
Creek Bridge to the East Trailhead or as far as the asphalt will go.  Sam stated that the crew also 
paved the Rowena Overlook parking lot.  
 
A sign has been seen near Crate’s Point stating that “something stinks in the Gorge”. The sign will 
be removed from ODOT property.  The sign will probably still be visible from the highway, 
however, if moved back onto private property.  This same sign has appeared at different location 
along the HCRH. 
 
Sam reported the Chenoweth Interchange west-bound and the HCRH portion will be open by 
August 1.  Some delays in the construction have been caused by the weather.  The screening will be 
put up at the same time. 
 
The OTC meeting to be held in The Dalles in July has been moved to August 20-21. 
 
Work on Chenoweth Creek Bridge will be postponed until after the tourist season.  Work will begin 
sometime after the first of October. 
 
OPRD  
The “Buy a Band-Aid for $1.00” campaign in support of the Vista House has gone over very well 
and State Parks will continue to sell the band-aids. 
 
Multnomah County has received an economic development grant to repair the balcony windows at 
the Vista House. 
 
GORGE COMMISSION 
No report. 
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FOREST SERVICE 
Dave Sell will be leaving on a 6-week vacation and Mike Boynton will be the contact person during 
his leave. 
 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS: 
No development reviews that affect the HCRH.  
 
MEMBERS ISSUES: 
John Lundell asked about McCord Creek connection trail.  The haul road for construction of the new 
I-84 westbound bridge, was designed to facilitate the future HCRH State Trail in this area.  The 
contractor has proposed a change in the type of bridge to be built.  He suggested a design like the 
Glenn Jackson, I-205 bridge.  This would change the pier design but the deck would remain the 
same.  The HCRH voiced no objections to this proposal.   
 
Jeanette stated that Richard Fix will begin working on the culvert at Latourell Falls when the 
cliffwalk is complete.  Jeanette asked the AC if they would prefer a spindle railing or a rockwall.  
The AC decided a rockwall would be more appropriate. 
 
Nancy Russell is very concerned about the business area located along Dodson-Warrendale frontage 
road.  She requested that the AC write a letter to Multnomah County and ask that they re-examine 
and enforce the zoning ordinance through the area.  There are large signs and miscellaneous items 
with “sale” signs setting along the highway.  Jeanette will check with Multnomah County.   
 
Multnomah County has not appointed a replacement for Sharon Timko yet. 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION: 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, September 9, at Cascade Locks. 
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