
Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee  
September 16, 2003  

Hood River Expo Center 
Hood River, Oregon 

Members 
Attending: 

Bill Pattison, Carolyn Wood, Jerry Igo, June Carlson, Jack 
Wiles, Ernie Drapela, Christine Curran, Wayne Stewart. 

Staff 
Present: Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow. 

Others 
Attending: 

Charlie Sciscione, Sam Wilkins, Brad DeHart, ODOT; Judy 
Davis, Columbia River Gorge Commission; MacKenzie 
Winchel, Iva Harman, Gay Jervey, Mosier Alliance; Nancy 
Russell, Friends of the Columbia Gorge. 

Bill Pattison, chair, called the meeting to order. The Advisory Committee 
approved the minutes of the June 5 meeting as mailed. Robert Hadlow 
introduced Chrissy Curran, the new National Register of Historic Places 
nominations coordinator for Oregon State Historic Preservation Office 
and the new alternate member of the HCRH AC for SHPO. 

HOOD RIVER WAL-MART SUPERCENTER REVISED 
PROPOSAL 

The Advisory Committee members walked the HCRH between the 
existing Wal-Mart and the gas station, reviewing the proposed plans for 
the relocation of Country Club Road and construction of Fairview 
Avenue.  

The Advisory Committee members expressed their fears of future 
congestion on both Interstate 84 and the HCRH.  Jack Wiles asked if there 
was a way to initiate discussions with the City and County concerning 
landscaping of the western gateway into the Hood River section of the 
HCRH.  Jeanette Kloos said that discussions for the future vision for 
Westcliff Drive have been requested.  We can add this discussion to the 
agenda.  Funding for planning landscaping might come from urban 
streetscaping planning funds (Main Street Program or a Transportation 
Growth Management grant).  

MONUMENTS 

Robert Hadlow presented revised Guidelines for Monuments with the 
addition of the Guiding Principles prepared by Jack Wiles and presented 
for review at the last HCRH AC meeting (attached). The HCRH AC 
unanimously approved this revision. 
 
Robert Hadlow also presented a proposal to locate the second National 
Historic Landmark plaque at the southern end of the Portland Women’s 
Forum State Scenic Viewpoint (see attached proposal). When the HCRH 
was designated as a National Historic Landmark, the National Park 



Service presented ODOT with three plaques. One location was previously 
approved by the HCRH AC, at the Senator Mark O. Hatfield West 
Trailhead. This plaque has recently been installed. This second location is 
in a non-historic rock wall, below eye level with minimal work needed on 
the masonry to fit the plaque. Wayne Stewart remarked that the proposed 
location worked well with the stone pattern. He asked where the third 
plaque would be located. Robert said that he will look for a suitable site at 
the eastern end of the HCRH; he is considering Rowena Crest and the 
Gorge Discovery Center.  
 
Jerry Igo said that the Rowena Crest wall once had a plaque that 
mentioned the donation of Mayer State Park. He did not advocate placing 
this plaque in that location, but preferred a non-historic rock. Nancy 
Russell asked about the plan to replace the chain link fence at the end of 
the Rowena Crest wall. Jack Wiles said that this is part of the Rowena Pit 
restoration project that is now funded; a post fence with mesh is proposed, 
similar to the fence at the Mosier Tunnels overlook. Jack said there might 
be some possible options for location of the Landmark Plaque with this 
project, such as on a rock in front of the fence. The Advisory Committee 
unanimously approved the location of the second plaque, as proposed.  

15TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE HCRH AC 

The subcommittee did not meet since the last meeting and no proposal 
was presented. This will be discussed at the next meeting. 

NATIONAL SCENIC BYWAY GRANT PROPOSALS 

Gay Jervey presented information about the Mosier Education and 
Information Center application for National Scenic Byway funds. This 
proposal was drawn from previous discussions, including the Mosier 2020 
proposals. The building would welcome visitors and be visually 
compatible with the HCRH and the adjacent totem, now known as the 
Mosier Sculpture Plaza. (The totem is now complete and is being treated.) 
The proposal includes purchase of the land east of the Mosier Fruit 
Growers building from Union Pacific Railroad. Gay thanked Jeanette 
Kloos and Sam Wilkins for their help getting the application completed 
and signed. She also thanked Jack Wiles for OPRD’s delivery of giant 
logs, that will be made into benches. 
 
Jack Wiles described the proposal for Vista House. The goal at this point 
is to assure that Vista House opens before Memorial Day 2004. $65,000 is 
left to be raised for the interior work. The first phase of interior 
demolition work is underway and the second phase is expected to begin in 
November. This funding, if it becomes available, would be after the 
proposed re-opening. The proposal includes the ADA access to the 
rotunda. It is a “stramp” similar to that constructed at Pioneer Courthouse 
Square in Portland. The proposal is for two ramps, one on each side of the 



building, to keep the existing symmetry. The second piece of the proposal 
is to continue working on the water problems. In this case, to put a new 
subbase, drainage and replace the asphalt on the apron surrounding the 
building. The third piece of the proposal is to re-landscape the upper 
plaza, near the site sign, to create a “sense of place”. Native plants would 
be used. 
 
Brad DeHart described the Chenoweth Bridge Restoration proposal. This 
is the eastern entrance to the HCRH. Currently it has a metal guardrail 
with concrete barriers on either end. The proposal is the same as that 
submitted the last two years. The deck would be widened slightly and the 
rail would be replaced with a concrete parapet wall of the design 
originally used on the bridge in the 1920s. End treatments would attach 
the rail to the guardrail. Ernie Drapela asked if the current bridge attracts 
attention. Brad said that it does not know, but with restoration it could be 
an attraction. There is currently no place to stop and look at the bridge, 
due to topography. Robert Hadlow said that the project would have a 
“calming” effect, giving the bridge a stronger association with the historic 
road and its other historic or restored elements.. Carolyn Wood noted that 
this is on the route that is signed for visitors heading from Interstate 84 to 
the Gorge Discovery Center. Nancy Russell asked if there was the 
potential for displaying the third National Historic Landmark plaque at 
this location. Sam Wilkins said that the project would require some 
vegetation removal, but selectively around the creek. Jerry Igo noted that 
the existing vegetation is mostly noxious weeds. Brad said that the cost 
estimate is $270,000.  
 
Ernie Drapela said that he thought all three were worthy projects. He 
asked for the opinions of the other Advisory Committee members on the 
relative ranking of the projects. Some of the comments included: Vista 
House is part of the National Historic Landmark; we need to take good 
care of the things within the District; the restoration work needs to be 
completed. However, it already has momentum in fundraising and it is 
expected that the major work will be completed before these funds are 
available. There is a danger, however, in assuming that someone else will 
take care of Vista House. The Chenoweth Creek Bridge is also part of the 
National Historic Landmark; it is “in line” for funding, since it had been 
submitted previously; sometimes it seems like the “stepchild” to other 
projects, because it does not have as high visibility and would not be as 
great a visual change. The Bridge is the eastern gateway and needs 
restoration. The Mosier proposal is impressive and it would familiarize 
more people with the HCRH.  
 
A motion was passed to rank the projects: 1. Vista House; 2 Chenoweth 
Creek Bridge; 3 Mosier Education and Information Center. The vote was 
5 Yes; 2 No, with Jack Wiles abstaining.  



VISTA HOUSE INTERIOR RESTORATION 

Jack Wiles reported that the Vista House demolition contract is now 
signed. The low bid was “non-responsive” and the 2nd low bidder did not 
provide proof of insurance. The contract was awarded to Kessler, the 
same company that did the prior work. The difference between the three 
low bidders was about $20,000. The next contract should be approved in 
November. An additional $65,000 is needed to complete the November 
contract. 

HCRH INTERPRETIVE SITES AND SIGNS 

Jeanette Kloos distributed copies of the Preliminary Plans for the HCRH 
Interpretive Sites and Signs project. She requested comments by early 
next week. Jack Wiles had previously provided comments, including that 
the plans should be sent to Tribal representatives for review. This has 
been done and comments have been received from two tribes. Both tribes 
commented on the Bridge of the Gods panel text. One said that the text for 
the Sherman State Park sign was quite biased. Suggestions on improving 
this language were requested.  

PROJECT UPDATES  

Rowena Pit Restoration – The Rowena Pit restoration has received 
National Scenic Byway funding.  The Agreement between OPRD and 
ODOT has been signed.  Obligation of the funds is in process.  Jack Wiles 
is the lead for this project.  

Warrendale to Moffett Creek – The next step is geotechnical drilling. Still 
seeking construction funding. 

Toothrock Trailhead Access Road--Under construction. 

Millennium Legacy Trail Art Project – Jack Wiles reported a saga of 
CRGNSA review. First Hood River County claimed responsibility and 
requested an application. Once the application was received, they 
determined that the project was on Federal land, so the Forest Service was 
the appropriate review agency. The Forest Service first thought a 30-day 
review was needed, then determined that it just required an amendment to 
the Special Use Permit. This is now complete and the project is ready to 
go. The artwork is already fabricated. The pieces are pigmented concrete 
in the shape of benches with floral patters, 22-inch pine cones and flat oak 
leaves. These will be installed along the trail to the overlook north of the 
Twin Tunnels Visitor Center. thing new to report. 

Casino--Gay Jervey reported that the Confederated Tribes of the Warm 
Springs have hired an architect to design the Hood River site. 

City Programmatic Agreements – ODOT agreements staff and Oregon 
Attorney General’s staff have been reviewing and revising these 
agreements. They do not want to send the Cascade Locks or Mosier 



agreements back out for review until issues related to the Hood River 
agreement are resolved. This discussion has been continuing since the 
beginning of 2003. Since Lynn Guenther, City Administrator for Hood 
River, is leaving at the end of the year, it is urgent to get these agreements 
back out for review. 

Mosier --Gay Jervey reported that MacKenzie Winchel is working on a 
design proposal for the area at the east end of the HCRH State Trail, 
including a kiosk. The Mosier Alliance is a 501.3 (c) with an incorporated 
Restoration component, which has hired MacKenzie. Gismo Toy Museum 
has located in the Mosier Charter School, but is looking for another site in 
Mosier. This is a statewide-significance site, with interactive displays 
created by students. They will be requesting a highway sign. The Mosier 
School building has undergone some restoration; during this process, it 
has been determined that the building is well preserved and the Mosier 
Alliance would like to nominate it to the National Register of Historic 
Places. The Alliance would also like to have a campground, which would 
be a source of funding for the Mosier school, perhaps on ODOT property. 
Also, they would like a science learning center and a natural history 
learning center. The Mosier Fruit Growers decided not to participate in an 
upgrade that would have been funded with a $500,000 community 
incentive grant; this money is no longer available for this project. 

Enhancement Funding – The subcommittee vote to make the 
Enhancement program voluntary has been reversed by the full committee 
(see attachment). 

Historic Roads Conference – The Preserving the Historic Road in 
America Conference will be in Portland April 22-25, 2004.  The HCRH 
will be featured in a field trip. 

National Scenic Byway Virtual Tour - Information about the Virtual Tour 
was presented. The Advisory Committee unanimously approved 
developing a virtual tour of the HCRH and using the Safeway education 
funds (deposited with Oregon State Parks Trust) up to a maximum of 
$5,000 for this project. Jack Wiles requested that ownership of the final 
product be explored; it should be State of Oregon property. 

Field trips – Jeanette Kloos will lead full day familiarization trips of the 
HCRH on September 22 and October 8 and a ½ day trip on November 3. 

Bridge Study – Larry Bush prepared the attached summary of the HCRH 
bridges; most are in good shape and will only required routine repair and 
maintenance.  Exceptions may include the Bridal Veil Bridge and the East 
Multnomah Falls Viaduct. 

ACTIVITY STATUS UPDATES  

ODOT 
June Carlson reported on the OTIA III funding package. First the bridges 



on the “detour” routes (Oregon 212/224, US 26 and US 97) will be 
repaired or replaced. Phase 2 will include repair or replacement of cracked 
bridges on I-84 and I-5. A total of $500 million will be available for 
modernization, split between $100 million for freight routes, $200 million 
for projects of statewide significance, and $200 that may be a statewide 
competition – the method of selecting projects for these funds will be 
determined by the Oregon Transportation Commission.  
 
Charlie Sciscione reported that there has been recent controversy in the 
Corbett-Springdale area concerning bike usage. Someone has been putting 
tacks on the shoulders on days of organized bike rides. A race was 
proposed on Father’s Day; the community objected, since this is the third 
biggest day of the year for Multnomah Falls Lodge. ODOT did not permit 
this race. There is a significant difference between races and rallies, with 
rallies creating fewer problems; Charlie is not inclined to permit any races 
in this area. Representative Patty Smith lives in the area and has been 
involved in the discussions. A meeting with the community and the 
Portland Wheelman bicycling group is scheduled. 
 
Dan Gibson, supervisor for the Cascade Locks crew, has retired. Charlie 
is having difficulty hiring someone for this position, because it does not 
allow overtime pay and only a one-step promotion is allowed. This would 
mean an actual decrease in pay of about $400/month. The position is 
currently filled on an interim basis. 
 
Multnomah Creek has a continuing problem with gravel accumulation 
under the HCRH and UPRR bridges. This causes the pedestrian walkway 
to flood. A second Biological Assessment and Biological Opinion have 
been completed. ODOT dredged just at the HCRH bridge as a 
maintenance project this year. If this method is continued, it will probably 
have to be repeated more often than dredging of a wider area, however, 
resource agencies want to see total isolation of the water if a wider area is 
dredged; Charlie is not sure this is feasible. Nancy Russell asked if it was 
possible to move the pedestrian crossing away from the creek. Charlie 
said it was possible, but this could just postpone the problem. If sediment 
is allowed to accumulate, the creek would eventually jump channel, 
potentially endangering one or more of the downstream structures.  
 
ODOT has completed some paving and patching on WaNaPa in Cascade 
Locks. 
 
The site near Lewis and Clark State Park that was used to dispose of 
debris from the Dodson debris flow has been graded. About 100 trees 
have been purchased and will be planted when there is sufficient moisture 
in the ground. 
 



Charlie Sciscione noted that ODOT has been begging the Forest Service 
to allow spraying along roads. Currently the FS is requiring a specific 
biological assessment and NEPA document for any spraying. There has 
been some recent discussion of this, indicating that some change may 
occur. 
 
On Tuesday following Labor Day a tree fell on a power line, starting a fire 
in Cascade Locks. It spread quickly with a 20 MPH east wind. Interstate 
84 was closed for 32 hours while helicopters were being used to fight the 
fire. ODOT’s forester helped determine which trees were in danger of 
falling on I-84; these were cut down. Diana Ross reviewed the work (even 
though most of it was within the Urban Area); she agreed with this 
approach and suggested that additional thinning might be appropriate. 
Some grass is already appearing; some hydroseeding may occur. Nancy 
Russell asked if any trees would be planted, particularly to screen the 
large, mustard colored building that was not previously visible from I-84. 
Charlie said this will be investigated.  
 
June Carlson said that the two fires (Cascade Locks and the B&B 
Complex fire) had an effect on a paving project on US 26. Closure of 
Santiam Pass and then Interstate 84 moved traffic onto US 26, creating an 
8-mile back-up at the one-lane paving section. Paving was stopped; it has 
not been resumed due to rain. If the weather cooperates, ODOT hopes to 
at least get the base lift completed before winter. June complemented 
Charlie and his crews for all their work during the fire. 
 
Sam Wilkins testified last week on the Management Plan revision 
proposals for new definitions of Maintenance, Repair, the expedited 
review process and clarification of actions allowed without review. There 
was a good discussion at the Gorge Commission meeting; we will wait 
and see where the issue goes from here. 
 
Rock was moved from Rock Creek to the outlet of a culvert from the East 
Trailhead. Some patching and chip sealing has been completed between 
Rowena and Chenoweth Creek. Sam spoke with bicyclist before this work 
was completed (three weeks ago) and has not received any complaints yet. 
He plans to clean ditches and blade shoulders this fall. 
  

Forest Service 
No report.  

OPRD 
Jack Wiles provided information on a recent meeting on the Lewis and 
Clark Bicentennial project known as the Confluence Project. Jane 
Jacobsen is the director. Four environmental art projects, to be created by 
Maya Lin will be placed at confluences of rivers in Washington; one is 



planned in Oregon. Currently they are looking at the Sandy River Delta. 
Project is also looking for funding for Jordan Interchange and access road 
improvements. Congress will be lobbied for funding. There is a need to 
coordinate this effort with the Sandy River Bridge replacement design. 
Nancy Russell asked if the Gateway Center was also included; Jack said it 
was. June Carlson said that the Sandy River Bridge is expected to be 
replaced “in kind” (two lanes, not three, for each direction), but with 
widening for standard shoulder widths.  
 
Jack Wiles said that the Special Use Permit for the Senator Mark O. 
Hatfield West Trailhead expires in December. He will be working to 
renew this with the Forest Service. 
There was a small fire at Memaloose State Park, from the UPRR to the 
edge of the campground.  

DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS 

Jeanette Kloos said that many development reviews had been received 
(see attachment), but only one is of concern.  Comments were sent on the 
Georgia Murray proposal for a house between Interstate 84 and the HCRH 
near Discovery Drive.  Access to this site is difficult; ODOT will probably 
recommend access from Discovery Drive.  Carolyn Wood provided some 
background information on this proposal.  The previous owner died and 
the current owner is in Alaska.  Carolyn said that, from the perspective of 
the Gorge Discovery Center, access to Discovery Drive is not very 
desirable, particularly with conflicts from traffic from the mobile home 
park. 

MEMBERS ISSUES  

Jerry Igo said that the Department of Agriculture expects to have time to 
address the noxious weed issues in the Gorge beginning in November. 
 
Bill Pattison asked if he could be of any assistance to get the railing on the 
north side of Oak Street in Hood River completed. 

The next meeting is December 3, 2003.  [This is incorrect.  The 
meeting will be held on December 4.] 
 


