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Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting

MINUTES

December 10, 2009
Fairview Community Center
Fairview, OR

Members Attending: William Pattison, Chair; Wayne
Stewart, Vice-Chair; Marc Berry; Kevin
Price (Alt); Ernie Drapela; Jerry Igo; Art
Carroll; and Rich Watanabe

HCRH AC Staff: Kristen Stallman; Barbara Knapp;
Danae Whipp and Susan Hanson
Others Attending;: Jeanette Kloos; Gary Brannan; Gary

Young; Brad DeHart; Matt Davey; John
Bosket; Larry Olson; Diana Ross;
George Fekaris

Call to Order

William Pattison, chair, called the meeting to order at 10:10 A.M.

Bill Pattison welcomed everyone and introduced Diana Ross, Landscape
Architect for the Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area of the US Forest
Service. He presented her with a framed picture of the Highway for her
dedication to the Highway over the years. He wished her well as she was
moving to Italy. In closing, Diana advised the Advisory Committee to "honor the
Highway without totally mimicking it".

He then called on Susan Hanson who reported on the e- newsletter. Susan
explained that the e-news letter was distributed to 723 email accounts. This has
been a successful endeavor. Susan asked those who wished to receive the e-
newsletter to write down their email address or to send her an email asking to be
added to the list. She also asked for comments and ideas for the newsletter.

Minutes from the September 10, 2009 Meeting

Bill Pattison then opened the Advisory Committee Meeting at 10:10 a.m. There
were no additions to or comments on the agenda, and no discussion. Bill Pattison
moved to approve the minutes of the last meeting. The motion was seconded and
passed.



Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting
Fairview Community Center

December 10, 2009

Page 2 of 13

Public Comment
Ernie Drapela said he might have comments at the end of the meeting.

Drinking Fountain Restoration Proposal

Kevin Price introduced Matt Davey, the new historic ranger for the HCRH, and
Diane McClay. Kevin explained Gary Young, a private citizen, expressed a desire
to donate a bench on the HCRH State Trail between Hood River and Mosier.
However, benches are not allowed on this section of the trail. In response, Mr.
Young proposed to pay for the restoration of a fountain. This fountain was found
pushed to the side of the State Trail, one mile from the West Trailhead going east,
on the north side of the road.

Gary Young was introduced to the Advisory Committee. He explained that the
fountain is located across from a spring. It may be associated with a small water
fall and picnic area. He suggested it was most likely used to fill car radiators and
has historic significance. He speculated it had been moved from its original
location near the spring on the south side of the road.

Mr. Young explained that he would like to raise the money to have it restored
and relocated to its original location, connected to the spring. Kevin Price
expressed doubts as to whether the spring would meet State potable water
quality standards, which require treatment of above ground water.

If it did not, that would require the installation of a water line from the trailhead
(approximately 1 mile). Bill Pattison noted that the Highway originally went
around a tight bend at that point, and was later straightened: Bill speculated the
fountain was moved at that time.

Matt Davey reported that the public would appreciate a drinking fountain in the
proposed location. It was suggested that Bob Hadlow be asked about the historic
significance and determining that restoration is appropriate, and to determine
what side of the road the fountain was on historically.

Art Carroll suggested this should be determined before thinking about how to
hook up the water.
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Jerry Igo said the cost of installing mile of pipe would be unreasonable. Jerry
suggested a holding tank that could be filled by State Parks instead. Jerry
explained that he is strongly in favor of restoring the fountain as an amenity.

A comment was made that the installation filtration system might be a solution.
Kevin Price was concerned that the holding tank would not meet the "visibly not
evident" guideline within the Special Management Area. Diana Ross suggested
that the tank be underground, which would drive up the cost. She said a visible
tank would not be appropriate.

Hood River Interchange Area Management Overview

The next item was the Interchange Area Management Plan for interchanges 62,
63, and 64 in Hood River, which was introduced by Kristen Stallman. Kristen
explained that IAMPs are required for major transportation investments at
interchanges. Kristen noted that an IAMP was required for Exit 64. However,
ODOT decided to include all three Hood River Interchanges into the plan.

The proposed improvements have direct effects on Exit 62 which impact the
Historic Highway otherwise known as Cascade Avenue. Kristen explained that
this plan was a cooperative plan and that ODOT had been working closely with
the City of Hood River, Hood River County and the Port of Hood River.

John Bosket, DKS traffic engineer and Hood River IAMP Project Manager,
presented alternatives to the Advisory Committee. Art Carroll asked for
clarification on the role of the IAMP on land use zoning. Kristen explained that
the IAMP not only looks at improvements to the transportation system but also
looks at surrounding land uses, and that this is an interagency cooperative
process.

The City of Hood River will be updating its Transportation System Plan upon
completion of the IAMP. The IAMP will be adopted in the Transportation
System Plan.

Kristen explained there will an open house next week to share alternatives with
the public. During the early winter the team will refine the alternatives, settling
on a set of preferred alternatives. The Draft IAMP will include an access control
strategy and project prioritization and phasing.
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John then focused on the impacts to the HCRH at Exit 62. He explained that the
Exit 62 Interchange will become an important gateway in the future as south
Hood River grows. Country Club Road will be close and rerouted a new Mt
Adams. This new street is located approximately 800 feet east of the interchange.
As part of this project Cascade Avenue will need to be widened to accommodate
turn lanes. Currently there is no width available for turn lanes. The additional
width is needed because traffic will back up the off ramp and onto the freeway
without these improvements. The total project costs are estimated at $27.7
million.

Marc Berry inquired about a bike and pedestrian use through the interchange
area. John explained that this alternative would add sidewalks and bike lanes.
Diana asked if a boulevard approach would be more reflective of the character of
the HCRH, and especially mitigating the increased width had been considered.

John and Kristen responded by suggesting aesthetic details should be considered
later, the first step was to approve expanding the interchange to address safety
issues. Diana Ross suggested that aesthetics should be part of the initial design,
as it can complicate land acquisition by increasing ROW needed.

Ernie commented that the route of the HCRH and the existing Highway are not
the same thing. Kristen pointed out this is an only initial approval and the other
signatories to the Programmatic Agreement and others still have to be consulted.
She informally discussed this proposal with Robert Hadlow. Robert explained
that this section does not have a lot of integrity. Rich Watanabe noted that ODOT
had met with the city and county, who suggested ODOT look at this as a
potential STIP project.

Kristen Stallman asked for the Advisory Committee to give the nod to this
proposal to widen the ROW so that ODOT can go back to the city and county
and move on with it, as it is part of a more comprehensive regional plan.

There was additional discussion about the effect of widening on the character of
the road, during which Kristen pointed out that growth within the urban area
made some changes necessary. Wayne Stewart asked if the off ramps could be
lengthened instead of widening the Cascade Avenue.
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Diana Ross noted that the 44 ft. ROW does not in itself create historic character,
the overall design can create continuity with other sections of the highway,
creating the illusion of a smaller cross-section and using a similar landscape
treatment all the way through.

The discussion then moved to Button Junction, where 35 crosses the HCRH. John
presented two ideas, a four way traffic signal or a roundabout. The traffic signal
was preferred for lower costs and ROW requirements. The signal is also more
bike and pedestrian friendly. Wayne Stewart remarked the Advisory Committee
had already approved a traffic signal. There was a discussion of Exit 63. Kristen
Stallman asked for a subgroup meeting to determine a position on the
alternatives for this area for the Advisory Committee.

Cultural Landscape Inventory/Report Presentation

Kristen Stallman introduced Danae Whipp and Barbara Knapp. Kristen
explained that she was able to temporarily hire Danae and Barbara to complete a
Cultural Landscape Inventory for the Historic Highway between Wyeth and
Hood River. This plan was completed on an extremely short time line. Danae
and Barbara are recent graduates of the Master’s program in Landscape
Architecture. They have both worked on Cultural Landscape Inventory projects
for State Parks.

Danae explained the purpose of the cultural landscape inventory and the scope
of this project. This project specifically documented the physical features on
approximately two miles of the Historic Columbia River Highway between
Lindsey Creek and Ruthton Point.

Danae and Barbara used methods for inventorying historic roads, adapted from
the National Park Service. They created a data dictionary and field forms
adapted specifically to the Columbia River Highway, which can be entered into
GIS and used for planning and maintenance.

The information provided will support the design guidelines accurately
describing the Historic Highway. They reported they had documented, mapped
and described 72 features in the two miles they surveyed. The results were
entered in a database, and recommended finishing the Milepost 2016 Cultural
Landscape Inventory by surveying the remaining segments at Shellrock
Mountain and east of Mitchell Point, which were not done due to time
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constraints. Danae and Barbara also recommended eventually expanding the
inventory to the entire Historic Columbia River Highway, so that a landscape
analysis and plan based on more detailed knowledge of the entire resource can
be developed in the future.

Bill Pattison asked what format the Cultural Landscape Inventory would take.
Barbara explained that they are preparing a report and a GIS data base.

Art Carroll asked if there were some small projects, such as restoring historic
culverts that could be done by volunteers, and the Inventory could be used as a
basis for education and outreach. Commented it could be a wonderful tool for
doing this.

Wayne Stewart asked if funding was available to finish the Inventory. Kristen
Stallman said that she was seeking funding. The Advisory Committee
recommended incorporating the Cultural Landscape Inventory into the trail
design guidelines.

Trail Design Guidelines

The meeting then continued with a working lunch to discuss the draft Trail
Design guidelines. Kristen Stallman presented a power point covering the
objectives of the guidelines, overarching design philosophy, and examples of
specific design taken from previously completed portions of the trail, U.S. Forest
Service, and State Parks sites.

She pointed out that previously designed and constructed portions of the State
Trail have set a precedent. Ernie Drapela read a quote citing the National
Geographic Center for Sustainable Destinations which gave the Columbia Gorge
second place nationally and tenth place in the world as a sustainable destination.
He pointed out the importance of the design guidelines for this incredible
resource.

The Advisory Committee commented on specific guidelines that were presented.

Paving

Wayne Stewart questioned the 80,000 pound pavement loading specification, as
appropriate for an 18-wheeler. Rich Watanabe responded that it may be
necessary to have a high pavement load capacity for emergency and
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maintenance vehicles. Kristen agreed to do further research on this. Bill Pattison
brought up the issue of the depth of the pavement, suggesting it needs to be 2 —
2” lifts to total 4”.

Retaining walls

There was then a discussion of the "not preferred" type of wall, which was
illustrated by the planted wall at Starvation Creek State Park. It was felt this wall
would be acceptable if it was planted with larger plants initially and with species
appropriate for the site - one problem with the existing example is the low light
levels, which have prevented the vegetation from filling in. It would also be
acceptable in places where it would be less visible. The meeting also discussed
the use of biobags, sand bags piled up and sown with seed to form a living wall.
Kristen said using them at Latourell would not be appropriate. Art Carroll asked
if there was a height limit on biobags. The height limit was given as three to four
feet. Kevin Price suggested there should be different standards for drivable
sections, as too many people stop to take pictures of beautiful features, which is
dangerous. Diana Ross objected, and there was some discussion of safety versus
aesthetics in this regard.

Free standing walls and barriers

There was a discussion of free standing walls, like the stone wall at Angel's Rest,
and of control features, like shoulder barriers. There was a discussion of the
railing on top of the barrier.

Art Carroll asked for more slides or information on this situation, which applies
to the McCord Creek area. Someone questioned if the railing on top of the barrier
was necessary. Diana Ross commented that one has to use the 184 guidelines
along 184, but to see if you could get away without having anything on top.

Gates and Guard Rail

Guard rail should go where it was historically along the historic alignment. On
the trail it was suggested using the same materials and dimensions, but painting
it brown to meet scenic area guidelines. Bill Pattison pointed out that non-
historic white guard rail was added at the Hood River Loops for modern safety
reasons. Art Carroll suggested that the brown guard rail would be used on trail
connections, which are not historic.
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Art Carroll asked if the standard railing design would be used on the McCord
Creek Bridge, and said one ought to be able to get answers like that from the
guidelines.

Wayne Stewart pointed out that that is a very expensive type of railing, and
asked what would be used to guard a significant drop off (greater than 30”). A
member of the public commented that railing would be damaged by significant
rock fall.

Kevin Price asked for a specification for installing railing in ten foot sections, to
reduce the expense of replacing it. Wayne Stewart commented fences could be
used in places where safety is not a consideration, and pointed out there is a
height requirement for safety guard rail. Kevin Price asked if this guard rail
would meet the safety requirements along multi-use trails. Wayne Stewart
replied that guard rail used where safety is a risk would have to meet all kinds of
safety requirements and that where safety is not an issue standard white guard
rail can be used.

Ernie Drapela mentioned the issue of replacing the white guard rail after a fire,
such as the one at Mosier tunnels. Kevin Price commented that State Parks can't
tile a claim to cover guard rail lost within the 60 foot ODOT right of way, but
they made a claim for everything outside the 60 foot right of way. These repairs
should be done by the end of the month, and the painting will be done in the

spring.

It was suggested that this might be a good time to redesign the barrier that was
destroyed at the view point. Diana Ross agreed, saying that she was not happy
with the design of the old view point. Jerry Igo commented that the barrier has to
meet safety standards, and that the "preferred" example on the slide is what was
there in the past. Kevin Price asked for clarification on what was preferred.
Diana Ross suggested something "more in keeping". Bill Pattison asked about V
mesh. Diana Ross offered that v-mesh was not an improvement.

It was suggested that it would have to be painted as it does not come with vinyl
coating. Diana Ross said it was too formal an area for that type of fence, and that
a design was called for, but that she did not have one now. Kevin Price asked
Mark Davey to hold off on ordering supplies for the new fence.



Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee Meeting
Fairview Community Center

December 10, 2009

Page 9 of 13

There was a discussion of possible substitutes for chain link on the fence -
suggestions included a two to four inch wire mesh. It was suggested that square
mesh is too easy to climb. Kevin Price pointed out that it is possible to get
reimbursed for the fence on the left, anything more would be a problem to
replace - asked that the cost of replacement be kept within scope. Bill Pattison
suggested grey would be a more appropriate color in this area. The meeting then
considered a slide of post and rail fence. Diana Ross asked that the shape of fence
posts be made consistent with preferred fence type on previous slides - with
round posts. She added that this fence is to be used where all that is needed is a
warning to keep out of a sensitive area.

Rocks
The meeting agreed that the boulders looked better partly buried.

Bollards

It was pointed out that the design for the removable bollard needs to have
nothing above the surface once it is removes as this can cause a tripping hazard.
It needs a minor re-design to make it safe. Kevin Price suggested that it needs
some kind of reflective capability for safety. Diana Ross mentioned cat eyes.
Wayne Stewart asked if we needed bollards in the middle of the trail. Kevin Price
pointed out we do need removable bollards to prevent public from driving on
the trail.

Rock Fall mitigation

Art Carroll asked about the need for this at McCord Creek. Kevin Price spoke of
scaling, bolting and screening for rock fall mitigation, and asked about the life
expectancy. The one east of Eagle Creek is full, we need a proactive approach to
remove rocks on a regular basis.

Picnic Tables

There was then a discussion of picnic tables. The picnic tables at Ruthton Park
need to be replaced. Kevin Price pointed out that Prison Industries supplies
picnic tables. Also, that wood legs on tables will rot. A comment was made that
metal could be made to look like wood. Picnic tables were rounded, historically.
The CCC used half logs, which were movable.

Applying the CLI
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Art Carroll asked if, now we have the CLIL, we can add some things that are not
in the guidelines. Kristen suggested we can use design ideas like an eagle's nest
on non-historic sections. There was a discussion of how that would fit the
character of the road. Bill Pattison suggested it would fit the character if benches
were integrated into the wall. Art Carroll suggested using the survey to explore
the forms of what was there, and use them for new functions.

There was a discussion of restrooms. The rest room at Eagle Creek is historic, the
tirst Forest Service Campground. The Mitchell Point is also close to a historic
design, but made of concrete to look like wood. It was agreed that this was
acceptable. Later in the discussion Diana Ross commented that there should be a
family of john designs, for high visibility and less visible areas.

Kevin Price commented on the difficulty of restoring old stone drinking
fountains. The image on the right - a contemporary fountain - won't freeze. So we
need to find a design for a fountain that fills both requirements.

Kristen asked if the CLI can help us define primary and secondary view points
which could be signaled by their railing design.

Signs

The first slide for signs, showing the standard sign design, had the wrong font in
the example on the left. The one on the right was correct. Kevin Prince asked that
the repair costs be considered in choosing materials for signs. He pointed out
that baked ceramic has to be completely replaced if damaged. Diana Ross said
that something that looks the same will work. She asked what State Parks is
using.

The signboard with a roof was preferred. The group of signs on the left was not,
but Ernie Drapela asked how to communicate the no-parking zone and so forth
without grouping the signs. Diana Ross suggested using only one sign. Ernie
Drapela responded that the No Parking sign has to be recognizable and easy to
read. People can't stop there to read all the signs. A comment was made that
highway signs fall into a different category. Kevin Price said that cluster signs are
an improvement on separate signs scattered over the area.

Parking Lots
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There was a discussion of stone versus concrete curbing in parking lots. The
meeting generally preferred stone curbing, but concrete may be more
appropriate in some places. The height of curbs is important. The curb in some
parking lots will need to accommodate tour buses and large vehicles.

Bike Racks

Kevin Price brought up standards for bike racks. He said that the bike rack at
Vista House works, but the Multnomah Falls one does not. However, the Vista
House bike rack is taller than the stone wall, which is not good. A comment was
made that to keep the trail from becoming monotonous, we need two or three
designs. Ernie Drapela said bike rack design should take into account the needs
of users. For example, most users will be local and using touring bikes. A user
survey was suggested. Kevin Price pointed out that people do not use the Vista
House bike racks, but lean their bikes against the wall.

The next advisory committee meeting will be March 29. Ernie Drapela asked that
the meeting be held at Kennedy School to coincide with the History Pub on the
HCRH (a history lesson/demonstration put on by McMenamins) on the 29th.

The meeting date of March 29 was approved by the meeting and Kristen
Stallman agreed to try to book a room at the Kennedy School.

Updates

Bill Pattison asked for updates. It was suggested an effort should be made to
request stimulus money, without being hung up on "shovel-ready" projects.
Projects that create sustainable job opportunities, for example building tourism,
are important.

Rich Watanabe gave an update on Warrendale to Moffett Creek. He said the
team has completed the horizontal grades and is working on the vertical grades.
They are getting stakeholder input together, and working on the alignment and
the NSA permit to do the drilling. The project is on schedule. DAP Review is
scheduled for early spring.

The stakeholders were listed as two advisory committee members, two Friends
group members, one State Parks representative, two Forest Service, one from
Cascade Locks, one from the Gorge Commission, and one ODOT representative.
Wayne Stewart asked if we can limit the stakeholders to be at the meeting.
Kristen asked who the key people are. Wayne Stewart asked for information on
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what the role of stakeholders is, how they can be useful, and how many meetings
they are committing to. He also asked for better organization, including an
agenda, role definitions, and expectations for stakeholders.

Art Carroll asked Rich Watanabe what the last step before going to bid would be.
When will the construction documents be ready? Rich Watanabe responded the
target date is October 2010 for the "advanced plans", which is not a bid
document. He explained that construction documents have to have all the
environmental work which make them expensive. The advanced plans stop short
of the final specifications and mylars. Art Carroll asked if advanced plans qualify
as “shovel-ready”. Rich Watanabe answered that they are close enough. It will
only take a few months to get them ready.

Friends of the Historic Columbia River Highway

Jeanette Kloos reported that the Friends are working on the design for a
canopy/shelter that could be used at various venues. She showed the committee
examples of laminated maps which will be used in the display. The Friends have
also reprinted the executive summary to include in grant applications.

Their next project is a design concept for the east side of Mitchell Point. They
asked for some people to be on a committee to work with a landscape architect to
design this area. Kristen Stallman suggested that State Parks and OPRD need to
complete a plan for Mitchell Point before such a project takes place. The Friends
commented that having a concept plan in place may help to get funding.

Kristen suggested the Friends complete a concept plan for Starvation Creek to
Lindsey Creek instead. Jeanette felt that was beyond the scope of what the
Friends could accomplish with their available funding.

The Advisory Committee suggested that more review and work was needed.
Ernie Drapela expressed appreciation for the gift, concern that it would not be
used if it does not correspond with the larger vision. He suggested the Friends
provide a better defined scope of work.

Art Carroll suggested that the Friends group could address some key issue, such
as parking, at Mitchell Point. Kevin Price pointed out that State Parks will not do
anything at Mitchell Point until the tunnel is built, and that there will be a
limited amount of space for parking in any case. Jerry Igo spoke of a plant
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inventory done at Mitchell Point in 1984. The Friends group members asked
where that document could be found.

Larry Olson reported that the clean up of the asphalt spill in McCord Creek went
well. No spots were left. The damaged rail was repaired. He reported on the
clean up of culverts and culvert end treatment, but said they needed guidelines
to do maintenance. The rock fall fence just west of Multnomah Falls needs
attention. They are planning to replace it. A contractor is removing trees on the
west interchange at Cascade Locks.

Brad DeHart reported on the Chenoweth Quarry Restoration Project. The
amount of lead found meant there is a need to scale back - the material from the
quarry cannot be used as planned. It can be left as is, but not moved. There is no
funding to clean up the site. The question was raised if it could be covered. He
then mentioned it has been five years since the Rowena Crest Pit reclamation.
The timeline called for filling in the deep pit by now. It has not been done, and
they were unable to get an extension on the permit. The pit will have to be
covered and seeded.

The guard rail repair for the area of the burn should be done by the end of the
month. They are concerned about noxious weed dispersal in the same area. He
also reported that a Mosier citizen complained about lack of bicycle access on the
bridge. They are asking for a bike bridge downstream of the main bridge. Marc
Berry said the bridge was very intimidating for pedestrians.

Kevin Price reported on the microwave fire. They are replacing post and rail
fence, reseeding, and have the caution signs at the tunnel up. The recent freeze is
causing concern that the drinking fountains may be damaged. Vista House is
open on weekends, weathering permitting, during the winter. State Parks is
planning tree removal to enhance Latourell Falls.

George Fekaris reported that the designation for the Columbia River Highway as
a Forest Highway has been approved. The Vista House contract for the viaduct
has been delayed. Latourell and Mitchell Point projects are continuing. Another
stimulus package is in the works. Kevin Price asked if there would be through
traffic during Vista House viaduct project. George Fekaris responded yes, that is
the intent.
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