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MINUTES
Historic Columbia River Highway
Advisory Committee
February 12, 1998
Best Western - Columbia River Inn
Cascade Locks, Oregon

Members Present: Bill Pattison, John Lundell, Jeff Plummer, Janice Newton
Kay Van Sickel, Jack Wiles and Carolyn Wood.

Staff Present: Dwight Smith, Jeanette Kloos, Robert Hadlow, Phil Gagnier, Kevin Bracy,
Pete Kaster, Bob Walker, and Gail Smith.

Public Present: Peggy Lalor, Gorge Games; Tom Turck, USDA Forest Service;
Nancy Russell, Friends of the Columbia Gorge; Mike Bridges, City of
Cascade Locks; Kevin Price, OPRD; State Representative Bob
Montgomery; Ron Carroll, Scenic Highway Alliance; Elmer Lierman,
Gay Jervey, and Elizabeth Daniel, citizens of Mosier.

Bill Pattison, chair, called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Minutes of the previous meeting were approved as distributed.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
Mayor of Cascade Locks, Mike Bridges, extended a welcome to the HCRH AC.

GORGE GAMES

Peggy Lalor thanked the HCRH AC for allowing her to speak to the committee on use of the Hood
River to Mosier portion of the HCRH State Trail for the 1998 Gorge Games. The proposed event
would include swimming, biking and a trail run. The Gorge Games have been in existence for three
years. Windsurfing events have been a major draw in the Gorge, but sometimes the weather does
not cooperate. The Gorge Games were established to show the diversity of recreational
opportunities available in the Gorge beyond windsurfing.

The proposed event would include a swim from Koberg Beach to Hood River Marina followed by a
mountain bike trail ride from Hood River to Mosier and a run from Mosier to Hood River through
the Mosier Twin Tunnels. Peggy told the committee the event is planned for Saturday, July 18.
There would be approximately 150 people. Spectators could be restricted from the Mosier Twin
Tunnel area.

Phil Gagnier, ODOT, had several major concerns. Liability insurance and safety are the major
concerns. The rockfall catchment will not be completed and the contractor will have heavy
equipment in the area. The contractor would more than likely charge for removal of the equipment.
There would be concrete forms overhead along the trail and the surface would be uneven where the



runners would run. At the West Trailhead project, work may be taking place that would involve
pavement and utility work and the county could be spraying for weeds. The contractor is not in
favor of the event taking place at this time because of risk and liability. Phil reported that the
current schedule for the catchment includes the last deck concrete pour in March 1999. If the project
meets this current draft schedule, construction will probably be complete enough to allow the event
next year.

Mosier is supportive of events planned for the trail.

John Lundell proposed a motion that the Advisory Committee reluctantly deny the request for this
year. This motion was unanimously approved.

John Lundell introduced the former mayor of Mosier, Elmer Lierman and State Representative Bob
Montgomery.

ACCESS POLICY
Jack Wiles, Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, reviewed sections of the Access Policy.
(attached)

AMERICAN’S with DISABILITIES ACT (ADA)

While there is acceptance of the need to comply with regulations concerning ADA accessibility, the
wording of the previous draft policies had raised some confusion. The current draft has been
modified to clarify several points. The definition of wheelchair as “a device used in pedestrian areas
and necessary for essential life functions” will be included in the policy. The policy would not allow
motorized golf carts, high performance vehicles and gas or diesel vehicles. Electric wheelchairs are
allowed.

Events:
Permits would be available for events. Fees for the permits would be charged based on existing
OPRD rules.

Vintage Vehicles:

“Vintage Vehicle” needs to be defined; currently the policy stated manufactured prior to 1946. Are
we commemorating the HCRH? If so, what period? Carolyn Wood commented that in order to
purchase antique automobile insurance a vehicle must be at least 30 years old. Most car clubs have
vehicles with a variety of years.

Jack commented that over 20,000 people a month use the Banks-Vernonia rail trail. The Mosier
Twin Tunnels would probably exceed that use.

If the event attracts the public, how will we ensure that people with disabilities are able to
participate? Could a vintage vehicle or a non-vintage van be used so that anyone wanting to
participate would be able to do so?

Commercial Use:

All portions of the HCRH State Trails will be included in the access policy, so clarification of
commercial use is necessary (need to include reference to SMAGMA commercial policies). Dwight
Smith suggested that the area could be in great demand for filming movies and commercials. Will
OPRD allow such use through permits and how can they be managed? Film production permit fees



could be put back into the maintenance of the trail. Other parts of HCRH are being used by film
companies now.

Prohibited Use:

This section has been clarified. The intent is to keep the HCRH State Trail open. Closures will
occur if needed for public safety or if management problems occur. The trailhead parking areas will
usually be closed at night. Overnight camping is prohibited.

Dogs: OPRD policy requires dogs to be on a leash except in designated “off leash” areas. Public
comments were received both supporting and opposing designation of an off leash area. OPRD will
monitor use before making any decisions.

Horses:

All use of the Historic Columbia River Highway State Trail must be in compliance with the National
Scenic Act, the HCRH Master Plan and State Parks Master Plan. Currently, these documents
exclude horses. Nancy Russell stated that horses are allowed in the area of Mosier, The Dalles and
Klickitat Rail Trail. Friends of the Columbia Gorge support horse usage elsewhere, but not all uses
can be in one place. The proposed policy includes a clear prohibition on horse usage.

Management Activities:
Tours to familiarize decision makers with the area will look first at non-motorized access. However,
it is unrealistic to think we will always be able to have walking tours. Vehicle based management
tours will not be routine.

A citizen from Mosier suggested a pedicab or rickshaws. Nancy Russell was pleased with the idea
that someone might be interested in setting up a business in Mosier for rental of non-motorized
vehicles for use at the trailhead, this would be an appropriate use.

Seasonal Use:

An agreement pursuant to the Endangered Species Act is in the final approval stages. This policy
restricts motor vehicle use between January 1 and July 1, with one motor vehicle event allowed
between July 1-31.

John made the following motion to the AC: Adopt the policy with two modifications: The end date
of vintage cars definition be changed from 1946 to 1949 and add that State Parks will continue to
explore additional possibilities for access for the elderly. Carolyn Wood seconded the motion and it
passed unanimously.

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION

Robert Hadlow sent a draft of the National Historic Landmark nomination to the Advisory
Committee, Forest Service and people within the region for review. The major decision at this time
is exactly what to nominate, considering that some segments lack integrity and some have more
significance than others. Dwight Smith suggested including all the documentation in the proposal
but have only specific segments with greatest significance and integrity actually nominated. Dwight
suggested that it be divided into seven different segments:



Sandy River - Larch Mountain Road (Mult. County roads/Sandy River Bridge/Women’s Forum)
Larch Mountain Road - Warrendale

Warrendale - Moffett Creek ( few features, little integrity)

Moftett Creek - just outside Cascade Locks (focus area for re-use plans))

West end Cascade Locks - Hood River/Hwy 35 (few features, little integrity)

Hood River (Hwy 35) - Mosier (intersection Rock Creek Road)

Mosier - The Dalles
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Each of these segments should be tested against criteria of:
1) Significance
2) Resources
contributing
non-contributing
3) Associated cultural landscape features
4) Integrity
original integrity and use
adaptive re-use restored
integrity destroyed

Dwight shared his thoughts on why the HCRH should be a landmark:
1) brilliant, inspired and romantic construction
2) located in scenic and dramatic landscape but was not a known area to most people
3) early construction on a grand scale
4) brought together engineering talent who inspired others
5) it was a success
6) product of individual genius coupled with boosterismi to put Portland on the map
7) public recreational opportunities and facilities
8) established a standard for future routes including National Park Service roads
9) model for historic preservation of a 20th Century highway adaptive re-use

Carolyn stated fact that the HCRH is addressed in the CRGNSA act and is a key viewing area and
Scenic Travel Corridor and should be included. Tom Turck reported that the City of Hood River
historic district is going to include Cascade Avenue in Hood River.

Nancy Russell reported that John Yeon had spoken of the Sandy River to Larch Mountain Road
section as not very scenic and a pre-existing market road.

Phil Gagnier suggested that the documentation include that the HCRH was built as a safe road, with
drainage control and guardrails. The pavement is also important. Carolyn Wood proposed a motion
to give ODOT direction to proceed using Dwight’s proposed segments, while documenting the
whole highway. This motion passed unanimously.

PROJECT UPDATES

HOOD RIVER TO MOSIER UPDATE

PHASE 1

Phase 1 of this project is completed. The archeological site screening has been completed. The
proposal for ADA parking spaces at the Mosier gate was taken to the Confederated Tribes of the
Warm Springs cultural resources staff. They will submit the proposal to the Tribal Council. A



favorable recommendation is expected.

PHASE 2

JAL Construction, from Bend, will be the contractor for Phase 2. They expect to have their
equipment on site later this month and begin work the next month. Ron Carroll asked about fire
suppression equipment at the rock shelter. Mosier has a volunteer fire department with limited
volunteers. The design for extending the water line to East Trailhead using city water is being
reviewed. The Department of Forestry should have some type of plans for protection of the area
since it is in their jurisdiction. The contractor should also have some plan in order in case of an
emergency.

Most construction entry at the site will be from the west end. The gate near the county line will be
moved to east side so pedestrian traffic will be able to walk up to the viewpoint.

Kevin Bracy will keep everyone updated on the progress of the project and will inform the city of
Mosier on progress.

PHASE 34

Hood River County signed the MOU allowing construction of guardrail on their property. There is
currently no funding for the project, but applications for Public Lands Highway Discretionary funds
were completed by the January deadline; obligations of funds due by May if the grant is approved.
Nancy Russell was impressed with the gravel pit restoration but she is still concerned about rockfall
in the area near the county line. A gabion wall is proposed in this project to keep rocks off the trail,
but funding is needed.

PHASE 3B
The restoration of East Pit is going well with 75% of the restoration completed.

PHASE 3C
JAL Construction will also be the contractor for the West Trailhead. Mobilization is expected this
month with work beginning next month. Kevin Bracy is the inspector for project also.

PHASE 3D
The fence for the overlook at the east portal is part of the West Trailhead contract.

PHASE 3E
The fencing and cliffwalk are completed.

PHASE 3F
The timbers from Elk Creek Tunnel have been salvaged for the timber lining in the tunnel.

HORSETAIL CREEK BRIDGE
Horsetail Creek Bridge needs repair for shear loads (see attached memo). It has been determined
that repair work on the bridge will have no adverse effect.

HERITAGE NEEDS SURVEY
The survey is due at the State Parks office by February 13. Projects will need about 50% matching



funds in order to be completed. Jeanette requested proposals of projects to include in this survey.

PUBLIC LANDS HIGHWAY DISCRETIONARY FUND APPLICATION
The applications have been completed and sent for the remainder of Hood River to Mosier, Phase 3
and Eagle Creek to Cascade Locks.

HAER EXHIBIT
The exhibit will be opening on February 16 in Salem at the State Archives Building. The exhibit
will be there until August.

MOFFET CREEK - TANNER CREEK
Tanner Creek Bridge rail has been restored.

Since the Moffett Creek-Tanner Creek Unit project was over budget the project will go to bid again
April 9.

EAGLE CREEK - CASCADE LOCKS
Scheduled for re-advertisement March 10.

INTERPRETIVE SIGNS
Expect the prototype sign to be manufactured soon by Fireform.

SCENIC BY WAY CORRIDOR
The nomination of the HCRH as a National Scenic Byway and All
America Road was completed in December. All nominations are being evaluated at this time.

NATIONAL HISTORIC ROADS CONFERENCE

Jeanette Kloos and Robert Hadlow are attending the “Preserving the Historic Road in America”
conference in Hollywood, California, March 5-8. Sponsors of the conference are National Park
Service, Caltrans and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Jeanette and Robert will present a
2 hour plenary session on the HCRH.

TOOTHROCK TUNNEL LIGHTING
ODOT has begun preliminary engineering to replace the lights in the Toothrock Tunnel (I-84
eastbound). Jeanette requested that any comments or concerns be brought to her attention.

ACTIVITY STATUS REPORTS:

oDOT

Bob Walker, District 2C reported that for the last 3-4 months they have been doing major brush
cutting from Troutdale to Warrendale. Bob also reported that the last storm on the HCRH made it
very difficult to keep the highway open due to manpower shortage. No ODOT signs were lost
during the storms. The Travel Information Council signs at Multnomah Falls are still down but they
will be repaired by a contractor.

OPRD
Kevin Price, Rooster Rock, will be re-keying gates for the HCRH State Trail. The special use
permit for the West Trailhead has been received by OPRD from the Forest Service.



FOREST SERVICE

Tom Turck shared an aerial photograph of the Bryant property. The stored rock has been removed
from the Koberg area, the scale and maintenance shed remain. The house trailer will be moved
soon.

The Multnomabh Falls trail is still closed above the Benson Footbridge.
A contract has been awarded to re-build the suspension bridge at Eagle Creek.

DEVELOPMENT REVIEWS:

The Viewpoint Inn development review from Multnomah County included approval of signs.
Viewpoint Inn has requested blue Travel Information Council signs on -84 and the HCRH.
Information will be forwarded to the AC about the proposed location on the HCRH once it is
received.

MEMBERS ISSUES:
John asked about the status of the Chenoweth Bridge and 1-84 and the “shooting range” pit. Sam
Wilkins will be asked to bring an update to the next meeting.

Janice reported on Representative Earl Blumenauer’s meeting on the National Scenic Area. She was
surprised at the diversity of views expressed and the controversy still surrounding this eleven-year-
old act.

Jeffrey Plummer asked several questions.

1. The Bridal Veil lumber building. No news on the demolition permit request.

2. Starvation Creek. How long will it be closed? Jack Wiles reported that there is a major septic
system failure and no resources to fix the problem. OPRD want to do a major upgrade to address
ADA and traffic circulation in the area. OPRD and ODOT are investigating options to fund a study
of these problems.

3. Wyeth Rest Area? This project is on hold; no funding.

4. Mosier Twin Tunnel status? West Trailhead and the trail to the east portal is open and the gate at
the west portal is closed.

Bill asked about public access to the trail during construction. Access from Mosier will be open to
the tunnels but not through the west portal. Access from Hood River up to the viewpoint will
remain open.

Jeanette introduced Kay Van Sickel, Region 1 Manager. Kay is very interested in being on the
committee and looks forward to learning all about the HCRH.

NEXT MEETING DATE AND LOCATION:
Thursday, April 23, Hood River Senior Center. This meeting will include a field trip to see
construction progress at the West Trailhead and Rockfall Catchment.

Attachments:
Gorge Games Calendar
Access Policy



Project Status Chart
Information on Projects from Kevin Bracy
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