Outer Powell Boulevard
Safety Improvements Project

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/Pages/OuterPowellSafety.aspx

PROJECT TIMELINE

Open House —

October 17
Public input
provided on
crosswalk
locations
and roadway
striping for
vehicles,
pedestrians,
and bikes.

Open House —
February 26
Presentation
of final designs
for project
improvements.

Open House —|
Date TBD
Learn
about the
construction
schedule and
work that will
be done
at night.
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February 2013 Update

The project team is completing final plans to bring immediate safety upgrades to SE
Powell Boulevard from SE 111" Avenue to just east of SE 174™ Avenue—an area
with eight intersections in the top 10% of high-crash sites in the state. The project is
on track to begin construction this July.

ODOT has heard from many stakeholders interested in the project and the first
Open House in October 2012 was well attended. Community members have helped
guide design decisions by providing input on key project features.

Crosswalks with Rapid Flash Beacons

What we heard: The project team asked Open House
attendees which of the potential crosswalk locations
identified in the City’s Outer Powell Conceptual Design
Plan should be prioritized for construction. The four
sites that received the most support were SE 119th to
SE 120th, SE 129th to SE 130th, SE 141st to SE 143rd,
and SE 156th to SE 157th.

What’s next: The Portland Bureau of Transportation has
recently secured funding for an enhanced crosswalk be-
tween SE 129th and SE 130th. To maximize the number
of crosswalks that are installed on outer Powell, ODOT
will install crosswalks with Rapid Flash Beacons at the
other three sites that received the most public support.

Open House attendees used
stickers to identify their top
three preferred sites for
enhanced crosswalks.

Striping and shoulder widening

What we heard: Pedestrians and cyclists have reported that drivers frequently cross
into the bicycle lanes on outer Powell. While not a cure-all for this problem, one
proven way to discourage this behavior is to install a grooved striping material
between the driving and bicycle lanes. “The louder the better,” as one Open House
attendee put it. Community members have also expressed strong interest in a
center turn lane and sidewalks.

What’s next: The project team has chosen a raised-profile wet-weather thermo-
plastic striping material to produce the desired rumble when vehicles stray across
the line. To improve conditions for pedestrians, the project will widen the road
where needed to provide a paved shoulder that is at least 8 feet wide (including a
5-foot bike lane). Sidewalks and a center turn lane would require more time and
funding than is available for the Safety Improvements Project.

The construction that will occur this year is designed to provide immediate
upgrades that complement other upcoming projects and longer-term community
objectives. ODOT is committed to continuing to work with Metro, the City, and
other stakeholders towards funding future improvements on outer Powell.
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