
Project Description
A three-year community-
wide effort among ODOT,
Friends of Trees and
Metro to green the I-205
Multi-Use Path with
thousands of native trees
and shrubs.

Benefits
•Improved neighborhood
 livability
•Enhanced experience for
 path users
•Increased wildlife habitat
•Decreased stormwater
 runoff
•Increased environmental
 equity among
 communities

Project Funding
•$410,000 from the Metro
 Natural Areas Bond
 Measure’s Nature in
 Neighborhoods Capital
 Grant Program
•$80,000 from East
 Multnomah Soil & Water
 Conservation District
•Generous support from:
-J. Frank Schmidt & Son Co.
-IKEA
-Cantel Sweeping
-Collier Arbor Care
-HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
-Portland General Electric
-Portland Bureau of
 Environmental Services

I-205 Multi-Use Path Greening Project

Standing on a hillside among several newly planted trees, Amber
and Byron Clayton are all smiles when asked about volunteering
with Friends of Trees.

“Both of us just love Friends of Trees,” said Amber. “When you
volunteer with them you feel like you’re really making a
difference. It’s always so rewarding.”

The Claytons, who married in 2005, have been volunteering with
Friends of Trees for the past five years. They both agree that
part of the draw is getting outside and exploring the city.

“Working in a
cubicle all day I
don’t really get to
see a lot of
Portland,”
explained Byron,
a geographer for
the Bureau of
Land
Management.
“Volunteering with
Friends of Trees
opens up the city
to us and is a
great way to learn
about the region.”

On this particular Saturday, the Claytons are leading crews of
volunteers in planting trees and shrubs along the I-205 Multi-
Use Path as part of a three-year partnership among Friends of
Trees, ODOT and Metro to green the path.

The project, funded through a $410,000 Metro Nature in
Neighborhoods grant, will enhance the experience for path users
and demonstrate the value of planting native trees and shrubs
along key transportation corridors. Benefits include improving
neighborhood livability, increasing wildlife habitat and
decreasing storm water runoff into streams and rivers.

“It’s great to see ODOT as a Friends of Trees partner to make
connections to habitat and storm water,” commented Amber, who
works for the City of Portland’s downspout disconnection
program.
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Amber and Byron Clayton have been volunteering with Friends of Trees for
five years.  On January 9, they participated in their first planting along the I-
205 Multi-Use Path.  Photo © 2010 Chijo Takeda
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When complete, the project – which is part of Friends of Trees’ Green Space
Initiative to restore public green spaces and transportation corridors throughout
the Portland metro area – will be showcased as a statewide model for considering
the greening of ODOT right of way.

For the Claytons, the I-205 Multi-Use Path planting is just one of many they are
involved with as volunteer crew leaders for Friends of Trees.

“It’s a great way to spend a Saturday,” said Amber. “Friends of Trees crews are
fabulous people to work with.”

“They make you feel wanted and special and needed,” added Byron.
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www.facebook.com/I205MultiUsePath
www.facebook.com/friendoftrees

To learn more about the people contributing to this project, visit:
www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region1/i205_mup/profiles.shtml


