US 26: Wildwood-Wemme Environmental Assessment
Preliminary Findings (as of February 2006)

Geology
e Geological conditions would not affect or be affected by the project

Hydrology
Complex drainage patterns exist in the project area

e Highway runoff eventually drains to both the Sandy River and the Salmon River
e Some site specific drainage improvements could be made
e New vegetated swales will be created on the north side of highway

Wetlands

e Less than one acre of wetlands exists within the existing ODOT right-of-way in the project area
e No permanent impacts to wetlands are expected from the project improvements

Water Quality
e Adding pavement will increase storm water runoff
e Existing vegetated slopes and new vegetative swales will provide natural infiltration and water treatment to
decrease pollutants and improve water quality in the area

Biology
e Rare plants were not found in the project area
e Oregon slender salamander was found in the project area; ODOT will enhance salamander habitat in the
area with logs
e ODOT and consultant staff will prepare a biological assessment for northern spotted owls and fish species
for review by the US Fish and Wildlife Service
e The project is expected to have “no effect” to listed salmon species

Air Quality
e Air quality in the project area would not be changed by the project

Archaeological Resources
e No archaeological sites that are eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places were identified
e Further investigation is in progress

Historic Resources
e No impacts to historic properties are anticipated
e Four potentially historic houses and Barlow Road trace are outside Project area

Noise
e Additional traffic noise impacts or significantly higher noise levels are not expected
e Removal of vegetation is not expected to be a major factor in the noise levels to homes and businesses
adjacent to the highway

Land Use
¢ No land use impacts are expected from the proposed project
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Social and Economic Resources
e No businesses would be displaced
e No residences would be displaced
e Improved safety for motorists would result from the new continuous left turn lane

Visual Resources

e Inthe Project area US 26 is designated as the Mt. Hood Scenic Byway, Oregon Scenic Byway and National
Scenic Byway

e The five acres on the north side of US 26 is designated by Bureau of Land Management as the A.J. Dwyer
Memorial Roadside Preservation Area

e Upto 64 large trees (24 inches or greater) on the north side of US 26 would be removed, changing the views
to travelers and residents

e Visual impact mitigation will include brown guardrails and replanting of slopes with native vegetation/trees

Hazardous Materials
e Low levels of petroleum residue were found in ditches along the highway
e DEQ regulations do not require a clean up action on such low levels

Access
e Access would be maintained to all residences and businesses
e Some consolidation of accesses is proposed where there are multiple access points to a single property
e The east and west access to Wemme Trail Road will be closed to Highway 26

Right-of-way
e Allimprovements would be completed within existing ODOT right of way — no private property will be needed
e ODOT and BLM expect to update the existing right-of-way agreement, for use of BLM lands

Traffic and Safety
e The project is not expected to change traffic levels in the area
e Improved safety for motorists would result from the new continuous left turn lane

Miscellaneous
e The berms and barrier walls at the western end of the project will be removed
e The project will remove or relocate the white rock pillars at Mountain Air Drive

Construction Impacts
e Paving for the Wildwood-Wemme Project is planned in combination with three other paving projects in the
area from the Salmon River Bridge to Laurel Hill (Salmon River Bridge-Wildwood; Wemme to Lolo Pass;
Rhododendron to Laurel Hill) to minimize construction impacts and traffic disruption, and maximize efficiency
of project delivery
e Construction could result in temporary disruptions to residents, businesses and travelers such as:
e Temporary lane closures
« Temporary access changes
« Temporary noise during daytime hours
o Temporary air quality impacts (dust)
e Visual impacts during construction would include the presence of machinery and work staging areas
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