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Staley’s Junction plan includes variable speed signs

Open house offers preview of how new technology can help traffic on US 26

The Department of Transportation has announced a May 18 open house in Buxton to unveil
plans to address traffic issues on U.S. 26 at Staley’s Junction, the intersection of U.S. 26 and

Oregon Highway 47 to/from Vernonia in Washington County.

U.S. 26 is a popular route to the Oregon coast and sees periods of heavy traffic, particularly on
weekends in the summer months. During the periods of heavy traffic, those motorists on OR
47 turning left (eastbound) onto U.S. 26 are finding the maneuver difficult and unsafe. ODOT
originally had plans to build a freeway interchange to address these safety concerns, but a lack
of available funding for the project led specialists to consider using a new traffic technology

instead.

ODOT plans to install variable speed limit signs on U.S. 26 this spring and summer, with
completion in the fall. The signs will be controlled by sensors, and will slow traffic on U.S. 26 at
it approaches OR 47 during periods of heavy congestion. Slowing traffic down on the highway

will enable the left-turning motorists a safer environment to make their turn.

“It sounds counterintuitive, but slowing traffic temporarily on U.S. 26 when congestion is

high, will actually allow the left-turning motorists the ability to make their turn more safely,
thus reducing the potential for accidents,” said ODOT Community Affairs Coordinator Lili
Boicourt. “This is the first application of this technology in Oregon, but it presently is used in
many states and has proven to be a successful tool for managing traffic in situations similar to

what we see on Highway 26.”

--more--
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The department will present its plan to the public at an open house May 18 at Banks Christian
Academy, 22785 NW Fisher Road, Buxton. The open house runs 5-7 p.m., and visitors are
welcome to stop by any time during the open house to review the plan, talk to department

specialists and submit comments.
More information about the Staley’s Junction plan is available on ODOT’s Web site at

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/staleys/
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