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Construction starts on I-5 viaduct replacement 
Three-year project replaces the I-5 viaduct near Terwilliger Curves in SW Portland 

Work has started on a three-year project to replace the viaduct crossing Interstate 5 over a 

ravine at SW Iowa Street in Portland, just north of the Terwilliger Curves (milepost 298).  

Approximately 145,000 vehicles cross the I-5 viaduct daily. The initial construction phase is a 

temporary detour bridge built to the west of the current viaduct, to allow demolition of the 

existing viaduct without reducing lanes on I-5 during peak traveling hours.  

The contractor, Wildish Standard Paving Co. of Eugene, will close the right lane and 

periodically the center and left lanes of I-5 southbound in the work zone for night work, 
from 8 p.m. to 5 a.m. on weekdays.  There always will be at least one lane open on I-5 

southbound. There also will be some weekend lane closures during daytime and nighttime work 

hours. Please check http://www.tripcheck.com for the latest traffic impacts of this project.  

The pedestrian trail below the I-5 viaduct is closed during the project for safety reasons. 

Project Background: The Iowa viaduct crosses a ravine at SW Iowa Street (milepost 298) just 

north of Terwilliger Boulevard (exit 297) and just south of Corbett Avenue (exit 298). The 

existing deck of the I-5 Iowa viaduct is in poor condition and the column supports need a 

seismic retrofit. The new viaduct will maintain three lanes in each direction, with 12-foot 

shoulders, wider center medians, higher concrete barrier and retaining walls along the freeway.  

To view a map of the project area and a trail detour map, visit the project website:                                               

http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/ProjectPage.shtml  

To be added to a weekly construction update list, contact ODOT Community Affairs Coordinator 

Mike Mason at 503.731.8246 or michael.w.mason@odot.state.or.us. 

##ODOT## 


