Oregon Department of Transportation News R elease

Region 1

Columbia, Washington, Multnomah, Clackamas and Hood River Counties

Oct. 6, 2010 10-62 R1
For More Information: Brad Wurfel 503.731.8265, bradley.j.wurfel@odot.state.or.us

OR 35 re-open at Polallie Creek Bridge project

ODOT has suspended construction for the season on the OR 35 (Mt. Hood Highway) bridge

project crossing Polallie Creek.

Work on the project, located nearly 26 miles south of Hood River, was delayed through the
summer by unexpected difficulties in drilling the shafts for the bridge supports. Half the drilling is

now complete and the remaining work will resume next spring.

The contractor recently turned-off the signal at the intersection of OR 35 and Cooper Spur
Road. The highway is open to two lanes for motorists and winter recreation travelers. The

project will be complete next fall.

Project Background

The new Pollalie Creek Bridge replaces two culverts, which now carry Polallie Creek under
OR 35. In the past, this area has experienced debris flows in the winter, damaging the roads
and bridges. This project raises the roadway and bridge four feet to better accommodate minor
debris flows. The new bridge also creates an open stream flow, providing unrestricted fish

passage.

For more information: Visit the project Web site:
www.oregon.qov/ODOT/HWY/REGION1/Polallie/ or contact, Susan Hanson, Community Affairs
Coordinator at 503-731-3490.
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For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon,
visit www.tripcheck.com or call the Oregon road report at 511 or 1-800-977-6368
Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.qov/ODOT/COMM




