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TRAFFIC ADVISORY 

Truck-climbing lane reopens on U.S. 26 
On Wednesday, April 25, the Oregon Department of Transportation reopened the westbound 

truck-climbing lane on a four-lane stretch of U.S. 26 (Sunset Highway) just west of the Vista 

Ridge Tunnel. The truck-climbing lane had been closed since a landslide on March 28, limiting 

motorists’ access to three westbound lanes in the affected area. The closure of the truck-

climbing lane allowed ODOT crews to initially evaluate and stabilize the hillside, and later to 

apply mesh and hydroseed, in addition to completing other work, in the area. 

       

History of the landslide 

At approximately 9 a.m. on March 28, a landslide occurred along a four-lane stretch of 

westbound U.S. 26 just west of the Vista Ridge Tunnel. More than 100 cubic yards of material 

slid onto the highway. The slide, consisting of dirt, rock and large trees, closed all westbound 

lanes of U.S. 26 until 5:30 p.m. on March 28. Since that time the westbound right lane has 

remained closed in order to create a work area for ODOT and contractor personnel. On April 14, 

all four lanes of westbound U.S. 26 were closed so a contractor could remove approximately 

1,000 cubic yards of material from the slide area as part of the stabilization plan.        
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