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Celebration of the Historic Columbia River Highway
Trail opening
Festivities begin at 11 a.m. Saturday at Viento State Park
The Oregon Department of Transportation, in partnership with Oregon Parks and Recreation, will
celebrate the completion of a key segment of the Historic Columbia River Highway State Trail at Viento
State Park. The trail known as the “missing link,” completes the 1.5 mile route between Starvation Creek
State Park and Viento State Park.

Everyone attending is welcome to bring a picnic lunch and listen as people share their memories of the

highway in the 1940’s and those who helped restore the highway area.

The event will take place Saturday, Aug. 15 at 11 a.m., at Viento State Park located in the Columbia
River Gorge between Cascade Locks and Hood River, exit 56 from Interstate 84. The ribbon cutting
ceremony will take place in the park south of I-84. After the ribbon cutting attendees will be invited to the

picnic in the park Day Use Area north of 1-84.

The trail at Viento is one piece of a larger vision to reconnect the abandoned segments of the Historic
Columbia River Highway as a trail. Funding for the trail project came from ODOT’s Transportation

Enhancement Program.

The Historic Columbia River Highway Advisory Committee and the Friends of the Historic Columbia River
Highway have joined to develop the Milepost 2016 Reconnection Strategy.

(www.oregon.gov/ODOT/HWY/HCRH). This strategy advocates for the complete reconnection of the

abandoned portions of the Historic Highway as a trail through the Columbia River Gorge by 2016, the

100th anniversary of dedication of the Historic Columbia River Highway. Since the mid 1990s, 11 miles

of state trail have been completed. However, 12 more miles remain to fully reconnect the highway and

create a recreational route between Portland and The Dalles, where hikers and cyclists can enjoy nature

and experience the historic highway as it was — without having to travel along the shoulder of 1-84.
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For updated information on highway work and current travel information throughout Oregon,
visit www.tripcheck.com or call the Oregon road report at 511 or 1-800-977-6368
Visit the ODOT News Media Center at www.oregon.qov/ODOT/COMM
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