
Sunrise Project is here…Really!
After years of planning, design is under way 

and construction is expected to begin in 2013.

Details: New roadway, intersections, sidewalks, 
bike lanes, turn lanes, street lights, storm 
drainage, potential reconfiguration of existing 
intersections and closure of Lawnfield Road at 
the Union Pacific railroad crossing.  

For more information, or questions about the 
Lawnfield Connection or Industrial Way projects, 
please contact:

Terry Mungenast, Project Manager
503-742-4656 or terrymun@co.clackamas.or.us
www.hhpr.com/hwy212-lawnfield/index.html
www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region1/sunrise
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Sunrise JTA Project Jobs and Transportation Act Improvements

Region 1
123 NW Flanders St.
Portland, OR 97209-4037

For more information call (503) 731‐8237 or email Elizabeth.Craig@odot.state.or.us
Visit the project webpage at: www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region1/sunrise

FEIS serves several purposes, including the 
identification of the Preferred Alternative or 
route. The Sunrise Project FEIS was published 
in December 2010 and the Federal Highway 
Administration issued a Record of Decision 
in February 2011. This provided the necessary 
federal approval for design and construction.  

The Preferred Alternative is a six-lane highway 
from the Milwaukie Expressway to 172nd 
Avenue at OR 212 with a price tag of $1.4 
billion. Unfortunately, no funds accompanied 
the approval. 

But all was not lost. In order to 
realize improvements quickly, the 2009 
Oregon Legislature passed the Jobs and 
Transportation Act authorizing $100 million 
to fund a portion of the Sunrise Project. 
In addition to the JTA funds, ODOT and 
Clackamas County secured $30 million in 

other state and federal funds $20 
million in County-owned right of 
way.  With that $130 million, we 
will build a piece of the Sunrise 
Preferred Alternative. This project 
is a two-lane highway (one 
lane each direction) from the 
Milwaukie Expressway to 122nd 
Avenue at OR 212/224. 

There are other improvements 
happening too. ODOT is nearly 

finished with a project that is adding a third 
westbound lane on OR 212/224 between the 
Union Pacific railroad overcrossing and I-205. 
As you are probably aware, this particular 
stretch of highway experiences frequent 
backups that can extend more than ¾ of a 
mile all the way to 106th Avenue. This project 

Join Us at the Sunrise JTA Open House!
Tuesday, November 8

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. – presentation at 6 p.m.
Clackamas Banquet Center (at Denny’s)

15815 SE 82nd Drive in Clackamas

A 1993 study (Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement - DEIS) divided the Sunrise Corridor 
into two units – Unit 1 between I-205 and 
172nd Avenue, and Unit 2 between 172nd 
Avenue and U.S. 26. In 1998, we prepared a 
draft Final Environmental Impact Statement 
(FEIS) for Unit 1. Unfortunately, it was not 
finalized, due to lack of funding.

As years went by, increasing 
congestion and other concerns 
from commuters and major freight 
distribution centers brought the 
issue to the forefront once again. 
ODOT and Clackamas County 
moved forward in 2004 with a 
Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (SDEIS). This 
additional work was needed 
to take into account the changes since the 
original study. The SDEIS helped us determine 
whether the project still met purpose and 
need, if changes were needed, and how any 
impacts should be mitigated. It was published 
in October 2008.

The next step was to conduct the Final 
Environmental Impact Statement (FEIS). The 

What are we talking about? 
A guide to common terms.
Transportation planners and engineers 
frequently use jargon that can be difficult 
to understand. Here’s a short glossary of 
common terms you may hear used to talk 
about the Sunrise JTA Project.

FEIS – Final Environmental Impact 
Statement, document required by the 
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) 
with details about major projects that 
“significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment.”

JTA –Jobs and Transportation Act, funding 
passed by the 2009 Oregon Legislature 

dedicated to transportation infrastructure 
improvements throughout the state. The JTA 
allocated $100 million for work in the Sunrise 
Corridor.

Rock Creek Junction – The split between OR 
212 (to Damascus) and OR 224 (to Estacada).

Sunrise Corridor – Area generally between 
I-205 at OR 212/224 and U.S. 26.

Sunrise Full‐Build – See Sunrise Preferred 
Alternative.

Sunrise JTA Project – Portion of the Sunrise 
Preferred Alternative: two-lane highway 
(one lane each direction) from the Milwaukie 

The Sunrise JTA
features a new 

two‐lane highway 
(one lane each 
direction) from 
the Milwaukie 

Expressway (OR 
224) at I‐205 to 

SE 122nd Avenue 
at OR 212/224.

Expressway to SE 122nd Avenue at OR 
212/224.

Sunrise Mainline or Sunrise JTA 
Mainline – New highway in the Sunrise JTA 
Project from the Milwaukie Expressway to 
SE 122nd Avenue at OR 212/224.

Sunrise Preferred Alternative – Identified 
in the FEIS, six-lane highway plus auxiliary 
lanes from the Milwaukie Expressway to 
SE 172nd Avenue at OR 212. The Preferred 
Alternative also includes many local 
roadway improvements.

Sunrise JTA Project
Jobs and Transportation Act Improvements

October 2011

We’ve been talking about the Sunrise “JTA” 
Project for awhile now and the question ‘Are 
you really doing something?’ keeps coming 
up (especially from those who have heard 
“Sunrise” for years). Well the answer is…Yes!

So, what exactly are we doing? To give 
context to where we’re at today, let’s first 
take a step back and talk about Sunrise 
history.

Starting in the mid-1980s, people began 
expressing concerns about congestion on 
Oregon Highway 212/224 between I-205 and 
U.S. 26. It became clear that planning was 
needed to address congestion and safety 
issues in the area.

Continued on page 2

Continued from page 3

Industrial Way Extension

SE Industrial W
ay

ODOT is working to provide immediate congestion relief while 
design takes place on the Sunrise JTA Project. Crews are almost 
finished constructing a third westbound lane on OR 212/224 near 
the I-205 interchange.

We want to hear from you! The Sunrise JTA survey will help inform project communications and outreach as we move forward. Your answers will let 
us know how we can better communicate and keep you up to date on the project. Take the survey at:  www.surveymonkey.com/s/Sunrise_JTA



should provide immediate congestion relief while design work proceeds 
on the Sunrise JTA mainline. This project marks the first improvement 
in the Sunrise Corridor. In addition, Clackamas County is leading the 
Lawnfield Connection project and Industrial Way Extension (see oppo-
site page) which will improve access to the Lawnfield industrial area.

The fact that a portion of the Sunrise Project is actually beginning to 
appear on the ground may greet some people by surprise. This includes 
ODOT Principal Planner Thomas Picco, who has worked on the Sunrise 
Project FEIS since 2005.

“It’s gratifying to see a major project that’s been bumping along for 
decades finally come to implementation,” said Picco. “The need has 
been evident for so long, and the development process has been a 
lengthy one.”

Phase 3:  SE Lawnfield Road from 98th Court to 
97th Avenue
Schedule:  Design work underway; construction to be 
determined.

Details:  36-foot roadway with two 12-foot travel lanes 
and two 6-foot bike lanes; modifications to intersections 
at SE 97th Avenue and 98th Court; horizontal and vertical 

realignments to improve the roadway to meet 
current design standards; sidewalks, street lights, 
and storm water conveyance, treatment and 
detention systems.

Industrial Way Extension
To accommodate the future Sunrise JTA Project, 
Clackamas County will extend SE Industrial Way from 
Mather Road to Lawnfield Road along the east side 
of the Union Pacific railroad right-of-way. Funds for 

the $3.5 million project come from the Sunrise JTA project, 
approved by the Oregon Legislature in 2009.

Schedule: Design work underway; construction to be 
determined.
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The Sunrise JTA Project will provide many benefits. First, the new highway 
is estimated to attract about 19,000 daily drivers who would otherwise be 
using OR 212/224, 82nd Drive and/or I-205 to reach their destinations. This 
means reduced travel time for both freight and commuters, which will save 
drivers and local businesses money. Second, the improvements will allow 
businesses to develop, which will improve Clackamas County’s economy. 
Third, the project will enhance the bicycle and pedestrian environment in 
the area.

ODOT and Clackamas County invite you to a public open house on 
November 8 to learn more about these improvements (see front page for 
more information). Construction of the Sunrise JTA Project is estimated to 
begin in 2013.

Sunrise JTA Project
Schedule: Design work is under way with construction expected to begin in 2013.

Details: This phase of the much larger Sunrise Corridor Preferred Alternative consists of these major elements:

A new two-lane highway (one lane each direction) from the Milwaukie Expressway (OR 224) at I-205 to SE 122nd Avenue at OR 212/224. �

A new I-205 overcrossing to connect SE 82nd Drive and 82nd Avenue. �

Improved bicycle and pedestrian accommodations. �

Improved intersection at SE 122nd Avenue and OR 212/224. �

Improved intersections, including traffic signals, signing, striping, drainage and water quality. �

For more information or questions about this project, please contact:
Elizabeth Craig, Community Affairs Coordinator
(503) 731-8237, elizabeth.craig@odot.state.or.us
www.oregon.gov/odot/hwy/region1/sunrise

Related Clackamas County 
Projects Under Way
Highway 212/224 – Lawnfield 
Connection
Work is continuing on road improvements to 
connect Highway 212 to SE Lawnfield Road 
by way of 102nd Avenue, Industrial Way, 
Mather Road and 98th Court.  The Highway 
212-Lawnfield Connection is designed to 
provide wider, smoother and safer travel for 
freight and passenger vehicles.  This $10 million project 
is funded with revenues from the County’s Clackamas 
Industrial Area Urban Renewal District. 

The project consists of three phases, as described below 
and shown on the map.  

Phase 1:  SE 102nd Avenue, Clackamas Road, 
Industrial Avenue, Mather Road
Schedule:  Complete.

Details:  36-foot roadway with two 12-foot 
travel lanes and two 6-foot bike lanes; 
modified alignments of two intersections; 
new curbs, sidewalks, storm system, 
drainage swales, detention pond and 
street lights.

Phase 2:  SE 98th Court from 
Lawnfield Road to Mather Road
Schedule:  In construction; to be completed in this year.

Details:  New roadway from the southern terminus of SE 
98th Court to Mather Road; 60 feet of new right-of-way 
and 40-foot wide road to match existing road width; new 
storm system and surface improvements, generally within 
the existing alignment.

Highway 212 
will be connected 
to Lawnfield Road 

by way of 102nd 
Avenue, Industrial 
Way, Mather Road 

and 98th Court.

Continued on back

Highway 212/224 – Lawnfield Connection

SE Industrial Way 
will be extended 

from Mather Road 
to Lawnfield Road 

along the east 
side of the Union 

Pacific railroad 
right of way.

Continued on page 1


