
Project History

In the late 1980s, Clackamas 
County, ODOT, and other public 
stakeholders began a process to 
identify the best location for the 
Sunrise Corridor, a new highway 
corridor that would provide a 
direct connection between I-205 
and U.S. 26. In 1993, a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) was issued, and in 1996, 
the Clackamas County Board 
of Commissioners approved a 
conceptual alignment for the 
western piece of the project from 
I-205 to the Rock Creek Junction 
(formerly known as Sunrise 
Corridor, Unit 1). The EIS was 
never fi nalized and the project 
never funded. An alignment for 
the eastern portion (formerly 
known as Unit 2) from the Rock 
Creek Junction to U.S. 26 could 
not be decided at that time because 
of land use planning uncertainties 
related to the future of rural lands 
in the Damascus and Boring areas. 

The Sunrise project has been on 
the state’s list of top priorities 
for at least 15 years because of 
congestion, safety and economic 
needs.

Today’s Sunrise Project, 
I-205 to Rock Creek Junction, 
Supplemental Draft EIS is 
verifying and updating the work 
that was done, but not completed 
in 1996. The end result of the 
Supplemental Draft EIS is to get 
a Record of Decision from the 
Federal Highway Administration 
on whether a project can be built 
from I-205 to the Rock Creek 
Junction at OR 212/224 (with 
transition to 172nd Avenue). 

The new City of Damascus 
will study the Sunrise Parkway 
concept to provide connection 
from the Sunrise Project to 
U.S. 26. These are two separate 
but coordinated processes.

Project Update
Based on public input and early technical information, project committees 
narrowed the range of alternatives for the Sunrise Project this summer. 
Two “build” alternatives and one “no build” (or “do nothing”) alternative 
were selected for thorough study in a Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS). 

Environmental teams have been in the fi eld collecting information about 
soils, wetlands, wildlife habitat, aesthetics, historic and archaeological 
sites, the location of businesses and homes, and more. This data will help 
determine the potential positive and negative impacts of each alternative. 
This will be documented in the Supplemental Draft EIS, allowing the 
partner agencies, project committees, and the public to evaluate and 
compare the different alternatives. After public review in 2007, project 
committees will recommend a preferred alternative. 

What we are hearing from the public
Most public concern we have heard relates to the following: 

• Potential property and access impacts to businesses and 
developable industrial land

• Potential property, noise, visual, and access impacts to 
residential neighborhoods

• Potential impacts to the environment
• Addressing transportation problems in the area
• Coordination with planning efforts to the east in Damascus

We will know more about the potential impacts specifi c to the alternatives and design options later in 
2007. Stay tuned for more opportunities to let us know what you think. 

What are the alternatives?
The Sunrise Project is a proposed new limited-access highway, extending from the Milwaukie 
Expressway at I-205 and reconnecting to OR 212 and 224 at the Rock Creek Junction. While several 
alignments were considered, there is one remaining general alignment for the two build alternatives. 
This alignment parallels the existing OR 212/224. There are three alternatives being studied. 
• No Build
• Build Alternative with a Midpoint Interchange
• Build Alternative with No Midpoint Interchange 

Design options at interchange areas within the two build alternatives are also being studied.

Look Inside for maps of the alternatives and design options
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Sunrise alternatives selected, environmental study underway! 

Aerial photo looking southeast on existing 
OR 212 and OR 224 at the Rock Creek 
Junction. In this area, engineers had to 
carefully consider how to create connections 
from the Sunrise Project south to OR 224 
and to the existing OR 212 at 172nd Avenue. 
Maps inside this newsletter show these 
connections. 

Sunrise Project Alignment—The two build alternatives have the same general alignment. The shaded area on the map approximates the 
properties that may be directly affected by the build alternatives.

ODOT Photo and Video Services, March 2005

When will I know about specifi c 
property impacts?
In the early spring of 2007, we will better 
understand the extent of the potential impacts, 
including those impacts to private properties. 
Some impacts will be able to be mitigated 
(lessened or eliminated). One-on-one types of 
impacts that can be mitigated will be worked 
through during the fi nal design process, where 
exact lines are drawn on the maps and plans 
for construction fi nalized. Examples of this 
might be access to property or the placement of 
soundwalls or new landscaping. This level of 
detail is several years away.

How will the project acquire property?
ODOT has the responsibility of acquiring 
private property for public use related to the 
State transportation system. This responsibility 
includes recognizing and protecting the 
individuals who are affected by acquisition 
of land, as well as providing competent and 
effi cient service to the public. The right of way 
acquisition process is guided by strict Federal 
Regulations and must offer just compensation 
(fair market value) for the required right of 
way. ODOT will not begin the right of way 
acquisition process until the Federal Highway 
Administration approves the project. This 
is not anticipated any earlier than 2008. 
Clackamas County has purchased some key 
properties as they have come up for sale over the 
last decade. 

How can you stay involved and 
informed?
Get on the mail and e-mail lists. E-mail 
notices are sent regarding the Project Advisory 
Committee (PAC) meetings, which are open to 
the public and offer a public comment period. 
The mailing list is used to invite the public to 
open houses and the public hearing. If you have 
any questions about this project or would like 
to schedule a presentation for your business or 
community organization, please contact us. 

Contact Info: 
Kristen Kibler
Public Involvement and Outreach 
Jeanne Lawson Associates 
(503) 235-5881, kkibler@jlainvolve.com

Ron Weinman
Project Manager
Clackamas County 
(503) 353-4533, ronw@co.clackamas.or.us

Project Web site: 
www.co.clackamas.or.us/dtd/lngplan/ 
and click on the project name.

How will the fi nal 

alternative be selected?

Ultimately, the fi nal alternative 
will be the one that best meets the 
project’s purpose and need and 
minimizes unavoidable negative 
environmental and community impacts. 
A Project Advisory Committee of 
citizens, businesses, community and 
environmental organizations and other 
public stakeholders will review the 
Supplemental Draft EIS and public input 
and then make recommendations to a 
Policy Review Committee. The Policy 
Review Committee is made up of one 
representative of each of the partner 
agencies. This group will forward a 
recommendation to the offi cial decision-
making bodies: the cities within the 
project area, the Clackamas County 
Board of Commissioners, the Oregon 
Transportation Commission and the 
Federal Highway Administration.Scoping of issues
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Draft EIS document 

Public review of fi ndings

Public hearing  

Select preferred 
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FHWA Record of Decision 
Final EIS completed 

Final design, permitting, 
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Construction begins 
(pending approval and 
funding)  

Summer-Fall 2004
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Purpose of the Sunrise Project
The purpose of the Sunrise Project is to 
effectively address the existing congestion and 
safety problems in the OR 212/224 corridor 
between its interchange with I-205 and Rock 
Creek Junction, and to serve the growing 
demand for regional travel and access to the 
state highway system.

Goals of the Sunrise Project
• Provide for future safety, connectivity, and 

capacity needs for statewide and regional 
travel.

• Support the viability of the Clackamas area 
for industrial uses.

• Support community livability and protect 
quality and integrity of residential uses.

• Minimize and mitigate adverse impacts to 
natural and cultural resources.

Will this project be tolled?
The feasibility and impact of congestion pricing 
(tolling) the Sunrise Project from I-205 to the 
Rock Creek Junction will be examined. Tolling 
the 4.9 mile Sunrise Project would likely not 
generate enough revenue to fund construction, 
but tolling this new facility could provide other 
benefi ts. Tolling could have the potential to 
minimize the footprint (the number of lanes) of 
the facility or improve performance. Charging 
tolls on the new road may also have negative 
consequences, such as diverting traffi c onto other 
roads or creating negative economic and social 
impacts. These issues will be assessed. 

What is studied in the Supplemental 
Draft EIS?
The following will be studied in the 
Supplemental Draft EIS:

• Air Quality
• Biological Resources (wildlife, fi sheries & 

aquatic, botanical, endangered species)
• Cultural Resources (archaeological, historic)
• Energy
• Geology & Soils
• Hazardous Materials
• Land Use (existing & planned land uses, 

approved local/regional/state plans) 
• Noise
• Socioeconomics (residences, businesses, 

minority & disadvantaged populations, 
emergency & community services)

• Transportation (vehicular traffi c, non-
motorized traffi c, transit)

• Water Quality & Hydrology
• Wetland & Other Waters of the U.S. & State
• Utilities
• Visual 

The fi ndings will be available for your review 
in the Supplemental Draft EIS document later 
in 2007.

At the west end, the 
project is examining 
a new connection 
from Lawnfi eld 
Road to I-205 via the 
existing interchange at 
Sunnybrook Boulevard, 
just north of the radio 
towers.
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97TH AVE/SUNNYBROOK 
CONNECTION

This design would provide the Lawnfi eld 
Area with local circulation and more 
direct access to I-205 via a new local 

street connection to SE 97th Avenue and 
then to the Sunnybrook Interchange.

Midpoint Area
For the build alternatives, the project is studying whether or not to build a midpoint interchange in the 
vicinity of SE 122nd Avenue. Two interchange options as well as not having a midpoint interchange area are 
being studied. 

I-205 Area
The Sunrise interchange at I-205 would accommodate major 
movements anticipated with 2030 traffi c volumes. High volume 
movements are accommodated with free-fl owing ramps, while the 
lower-volume movements pass through signalized intersections. 
The proposed braided ramps along the mainline of I-205 provide 
more effi cient and safer traffi c operations but require expanding 
the I-205 right-of-way to the east. 

There are two design options for serving local access: 
1) connecting the Lawnfi eld area to I-205 via 97th Avenue and 
the Sunnybrook Interchange; and 2) creating a new connection to 
82nd Drive and existing OR 212. The full interchange is shown 
below in the 97th/Sunnybrook Connection graphic. The difference 
in local access options is shown on the second map. Several 
Lawnfi eld Area businesses have expressed interest in seeing both 
options included.

NEW LAWNFIELD AREA 
CONNECTION TO 82ND DRIVE
(showing only the difference in Lawnfi eld 
Area access, interchange is same as above)

This design option would provide the 
Lawnfi eld Area with improved local 
circulation and a new access to 82nd Drive.

NO MIDPOINT 
INTERCHANGE
Providing no midpoint would 
have the least physical impact 
to the wooded wildlife corridor 
in this area. The Clackamas 
Industrial Area would still access 
the regional highway system via 
existing OR 212/224. Business 
displacements within this area 
would be fewer under this option. 

SINGLE INTERCHANGE
A single interchange, with an 
access point on OR 212/224 at SE 
122nd Avenue, provides access 
to/from the Clackamas Industrial 
Area and the state highway 
system. This option would have 
more business displacements 
than if there were no interchange. 
Some turning movements at OR 
212/224 and SE 122nd Avenue 
would be limited. 

SPLIT DIAMOND INTERCHANGE 
A split diamond interchange with access points on OR 212/224 at SE 122nd and SE 130th avenues and 
a frontage road between distributes traffi c over two intersections on existing OR 212/224, minimizing 

overloading just one intersection. This type of interchange allows full turning movements at 122nd and 
130th avenues. However, it takes up the most space of all midpoint options and would likely displace the 

most businesses.

West of Rock Creek Area
Although there is one general alignment, the roadway can be shifted south or north. This creates 
different impacts through this area. 

FOLLOW TREE LINE ALIGNMENT
The alignment in this design option curves north away from OR 
212/224 to preserve industrial property access to the existing 
highway and minimize business displacements. There would 
be substantial residential displacements, including an entire 
manufactured home community. There would be moderate impacts 
to wetlands and the wildlife corridor. 

CENTRAL ALIGNMENT
The alignment in this design option follows a straighter course to 
minimize impacts to the manufactured home community, but it 
creates more business displacements than the above option. There 
would be moderate wetlands impacts, but less impact to the wildlife 
corridor than the above option. 

MODIFIED 
FOLLOW TREE-LINE 
ALIGNMENT
The alignment in this 
design option has similar 
impacts to the Follow Tree 
Line alignment, but it may 
preserve more developable 
industrial property. Because 
it is pushed further north, 
there may be more noise 
and visual impacts to the 
residential area on the bluff.

Rock Creek 

Interchange Area
Each of the design options for this area include an interchange at 
the Rock Creek Junction and a transition that dovetails the Sunrise 
Project into existing OR 212 at a signalized intersection at 172nd 
Avenue. This transitional intersection at 172nd Avenue is assumed 
to be an interim connection that will allow fl exibility for the future 
planning of the Sunrise Parkway concept east to U.S. 26. At that 
time, a full interchange would likely need to be located farther east 
and not at 172nd Avenue, due to the proximity to the Rock Creek 
interchange. If development occurs as assumed for the area, this 
transitional intersection at 172nd Avenue would be insuffi cient to 
serve the forecasted traffi c volumes in 2030. The City of Damascus 
will soon be looking at these issues as they develop the City’s fi rst 
Comprehensive Plan.

For each of these options, existing OR 212 dead ends in a cul de sac 
just east of the junction with OR 224. Other local access changes 
are being studied, such as a possible closure of Goosehollow Drive. 
The study will examine those changes, but adjustments to the 
design options can be made based on information about impacts or 
community input. 

The design options for this area vary by the location and type of 
interchange at the Rock Creek Junction. The interim connection 
with OR 212 is shown in the fi rst option only but applies to all three 
design options. 

ALIGNMENT WITH FOLDED DIAMOND INTERCHANGE 
(showing transition area to 172nd Avenue)

This design provides the greatest distance buffer between residential areas to the south 
and east. However, the interchange encroaches on prime developable lands designated as a 
Regionally Signifi cant Industrial Area (RSIA) and a wetland area adjacent to Rock Creek. 

ALIGNMENT THROUGH 
KNOLL WITH FOLDED 
DIAMOND INTERCHANGE
(includes transition area to 172nd Avenue)

This design option impacts the isolated 
wooded area of the knoll, but avoids 
most of the wetlands to the north. It may 
preserve more developable land in the 
area to the north. There is a potential 
for more visual and noise impacts to 
neighborhoods to the south and east.

ALIGNMENT WITH 
SINGLE POINT DIAMOND 
INTERCHANGE
(includes transition area to 172nd Avenue)

This design option considers a tight 
urban interchange with extensive use of 
retaining walls. Although more expensive 
to construct, this type of interchange 
uses the least amount of space and may 
preserve even more developable land to 
the north. 

What is the No Build Alternative?
The No Build Alternative means the Sunrise Project—the connection from 
I-205 to Rock Creek Junction—would not be constructed.

The No Build Alternative, as well as the Build Alternatives, assumes normal 
maintenance of existing OR 212/224. The No Build and Build Alternatives 
also assume that several programmed projects in the direct vicinity would 
be built. This list of projects is available on the project web site.

These assumptions are used in computer modeling to help forecast 
population growth and create a more realistic understanding of future 
travel demand. This helps us better compare the Build Alternatives with 
the No Build Alternative.

Sunrise Project 
Build Alternatives: 
Design Options
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Project History

In the late 1980s, Clackamas 
County, ODOT, and other public 
stakeholders began a process to 
identify the best location for the 
Sunrise Corridor, a new highway 
corridor that would provide a 
direct connection between I-205 
and U.S. 26. In 1993, a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement 
(EIS) was issued, and in 1996, 
the Clackamas County Board 
of Commissioners approved a 
conceptual alignment for the 
western piece of the project from 
I-205 to the Rock Creek Junction 
(formerly known as Sunrise 
Corridor, Unit 1). The EIS was 
never fi nalized and the project 
never funded. An alignment for 
the eastern portion (formerly 
known as Unit 2) from the Rock 
Creek Junction to U.S. 26 could 
not be decided at that time because 
of land use planning uncertainties 
related to the future of rural lands 
in the Damascus and Boring areas. 

The Sunrise project has been on 
the state’s list of top priorities 
for at least 15 years because of 
congestion, safety and economic 
needs.

Today’s Sunrise Project, 
I-205 to Rock Creek Junction, 
Supplemental Draft EIS is 
verifying and updating the work 
that was done, but not completed 
in 1996. The end result of the 
Supplemental Draft EIS is to get 
a Record of Decision from the 
Federal Highway Administration 
on whether a project can be built 
from I-205 to the Rock Creek 
Junction at OR 212/224 (with 
transition to 172nd Avenue). 

The new City of Damascus 
will study the Sunrise Parkway 
concept to provide connection 
from the Sunrise Project to 
U.S. 26. These are two separate 
but coordinated processes.

Project Update
Based on public input and early technical information, project committees 
narrowed the range of alternatives for the Sunrise Project this summer. 
Two “build” alternatives and one “no build” (or “do nothing”) alternative 
were selected for thorough study in a Supplemental Draft Environmental 
Impact Statement (EIS). 

Environmental teams have been in the fi eld collecting information about 
soils, wetlands, wildlife habitat, aesthetics, historic and archaeological 
sites, the location of businesses and homes, and more. This data will help 
determine the potential positive and negative impacts of each alternative. 
This will be documented in the Supplemental Draft EIS, allowing the 
partner agencies, project committees, and the public to evaluate and 
compare the different alternatives. After public review in 2007, project 
committees will recommend a preferred alternative. 

What we are hearing from the public
Most public concern we have heard relates to the following: 

• Potential property and access impacts to businesses and 
developable industrial land

• Potential property, noise, visual, and access impacts to 
residential neighborhoods

• Potential impacts to the environment
• Addressing transportation problems in the area
• Coordination with planning efforts to the east in Damascus

We will know more about the potential impacts specifi c to the alternatives and design options later in 
2007. Stay tuned for more opportunities to let us know what you think. 

What are the alternatives?
The Sunrise Project is a proposed new limited-access highway, extending from the Milwaukie 
Expressway at I-205 and reconnecting to OR 212 and 224 at the Rock Creek Junction. While several 
alignments were considered, there is one remaining general alignment for the two build alternatives. 
This alignment parallels the existing OR 212/224. There are three alternatives being studied. 
• No Build
• Build Alternative with a Midpoint Interchange
• Build Alternative with No Midpoint Interchange 

Design options at interchange areas within the two build alternatives are also being studied.

Look Inside for maps of the alternatives and design options
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Aerial photo looking southeast on existing 
OR 212 and OR 224 at the Rock Creek 
Junction. In this area, engineers had to 
carefully consider how to create connections 
from the Sunrise Project south to OR 224 
and to the existing OR 212 at 172nd Avenue. 
Maps inside this newsletter show these 
connections. 

Sunrise Project Alignment—The two build alternatives have the same general alignment. The shaded area on the map approximates the 
properties that may be directly affected by the build alternatives.
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When will I know about specifi c 
property impacts?
In the early spring of 2007, we will better 
understand the extent of the potential impacts, 
including those impacts to private properties. 
Some impacts will be able to be mitigated 
(lessened or eliminated). One-on-one types of 
impacts that can be mitigated will be worked 
through during the fi nal design process, where 
exact lines are drawn on the maps and plans 
for construction fi nalized. Examples of this 
might be access to property or the placement of 
soundwalls or new landscaping. This level of 
detail is several years away.

How will the project acquire property?
ODOT has the responsibility of acquiring 
private property for public use related to the 
State transportation system. This responsibility 
includes recognizing and protecting the 
individuals who are affected by acquisition 
of land, as well as providing competent and 
effi cient service to the public. The right of way 
acquisition process is guided by strict Federal 
Regulations and must offer just compensation 
(fair market value) for the required right of 
way. ODOT will not begin the right of way 
acquisition process until the Federal Highway 
Administration approves the project. This 
is not anticipated any earlier than 2008. 
Clackamas County has purchased some key 
properties as they have come up for sale over the 
last decade. 

How can you stay involved and 
informed?
Get on the mail and e-mail lists. E-mail 
notices are sent regarding the Project Advisory 
Committee (PAC) meetings, which are open to 
the public and offer a public comment period. 
The mailing list is used to invite the public to 
open houses and the public hearing. If you have 
any questions about this project or would like 
to schedule a presentation for your business or 
community organization, please contact us. 

Contact Info: 
Kristen Kibler
Public Involvement and Outreach 
Jeanne Lawson Associates 
(503) 235-5881, kkibler@jlainvolve.com

Ron Weinman
Project Manager
Clackamas County 
(503) 353-4533, ronw@co.clackamas.or.us

Project Web site: 
www.co.clackamas.or.us/dtd/lngplan/ 
and click on the project name.

How will the fi nal 

alternative be selected?

Ultimately, the fi nal alternative 
will be the one that best meets the 
project’s purpose and need and 
minimizes unavoidable negative 
environmental and community impacts. 
A Project Advisory Committee of 
citizens, businesses, community and 
environmental organizations and other 
public stakeholders will review the 
Supplemental Draft EIS and public input 
and then make recommendations to a 
Policy Review Committee. The Policy 
Review Committee is made up of one 
representative of each of the partner 
agencies. This group will forward a 
recommendation to the offi cial decision-
making bodies: the cities within the 
project area, the Clackamas County 
Board of Commissioners, the Oregon 
Transportation Commission and the 
Federal Highway Administration.Scoping of issues
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Purpose of the Sunrise Project
The purpose of the Sunrise Project is to 
effectively address the existing congestion and 
safety problems in the OR 212/224 corridor 
between its interchange with I-205 and Rock 
Creek Junction, and to serve the growing 
demand for regional travel and access to the 
state highway system.

Goals of the Sunrise Project
• Provide for future safety, connectivity, and 

capacity needs for statewide and regional 
travel.

• Support the viability of the Clackamas area 
for industrial uses.

• Support community livability and protect 
quality and integrity of residential uses.

• Minimize and mitigate adverse impacts to 
natural and cultural resources.

Will this project be tolled?
The feasibility and impact of congestion pricing 
(tolling) the Sunrise Project from I-205 to the 
Rock Creek Junction will be examined. Tolling 
the 4.9 mile Sunrise Project would likely not 
generate enough revenue to fund construction, 
but tolling this new facility could provide other 
benefi ts. Tolling could have the potential to 
minimize the footprint (the number of lanes) of 
the facility or improve performance. Charging 
tolls on the new road may also have negative 
consequences, such as diverting traffi c onto other 
roads or creating negative economic and social 
impacts. These issues will be assessed. 

What is studied in the Supplemental 
Draft EIS?
The following will be studied in the 
Supplemental Draft EIS:

• Air Quality
• Biological Resources (wildlife, fi sheries & 

aquatic, botanical, endangered species)
• Cultural Resources (archaeological, historic)
• Energy
• Geology & Soils
• Hazardous Materials
• Land Use (existing & planned land uses, 

approved local/regional/state plans) 
• Noise
• Socioeconomics (residences, businesses, 

minority & disadvantaged populations, 
emergency & community services)

• Transportation (vehicular traffi c, non-
motorized traffi c, transit)

• Water Quality & Hydrology
• Wetland & Other Waters of the U.S. & State
• Utilities
• Visual 

The fi ndings will be available for your review 
in the Supplemental Draft EIS document later 
in 2007.

At the west end, the 
project is examining 
a new connection 
from Lawnfi eld 
Road to I-205 via the 
existing interchange at 
Sunnybrook Boulevard, 
just north of the radio 
towers.
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