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ge. I would like this public

hearing to include the statements and opinions of the citizens.

, the citizen designate of the Solutions Team for
: My question to him, “How will Barnett Road handle all of

increased congestion brought by the 7 lanes of traffic that will either enter or exit at

His answer, “That is not our problem. That is the City of Medford’s problem.”

L talked with Cory Crebbin,

(11/15/01) Barbara Griffin, 10 South Keeneway Drive, 773-3006, Medford Ward 4
ct of ODOT’s proposed South Medford Interchan,

I am speaking tonight to ask the City of Medford to schedule a

3
P
@ ﬁgg
g5 328
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e

TRUCK sign be posted on
egional Director in-charge of Larson Creek and
w-income senior

public works director of the City of Medford. I asked, “If
operated by the non-profit arm of the R
Valley Manor.) I asked, “What do you know about the Ellendale Alternative?”

. HUD R

“Federally funded projects can not have a “No Trucks” sign on
Quail Ridge. (Both are owned and

Drive Alternative is chosen can a NO

Highland Drive near Barnett Road?”

His answer, “I first heard about this project 9 months ago and then again 2

weeks ago. ODOT must have known that federally-funded lo

His answer,
their roads.”

1

housing can not be disturbed. I wonder, then, why ODOT would choose Ellendale as

one of the 3 alternatives?”

the Highland

“What are you

de neighborhoods and our

i

ce I started attending the CAC meetings in
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OPINION

y from ODOT’s budget.

ension for in-town connectivity with

Schedule a Public Hearing. Please let the citizens be heard. You represent us.

Stand up. Just say “NO BUILD”. Take Medford’s money awa;
Have the city build the Garfield/Highland ext

NO INTERSTATE FREEWAY CONNECTION.

Highland interchan

By BARBARA GRIFFIN
hear them first. Then they come
into view. The young people of the
neighborhood are heading to Bear
‘Creek Park. As they race down the
middle of the street, they are laughing,
joking and horsing around as they ride
upon their skateboards, bicycles and in-
line skates.

Ilove this sound of laughter. I am
pleased that my town has a place for
kids to go. I chuckle along with these
happy-go-lucky kids.

Ithink, “How lucky we are.”

That is, until I read what the Oregon
Departmient of Transportation and the
Federal Highway Administration are
planning to do to old east Medford and
Bear Creek Park.

‘They want the Interstate 5 freeway
interchange to come into Barnett Road
at Highland Drive.

Lask you, parents and grandparents,
are the children going to be safe when
this happens? Will Bear Creek Park ever
be the same?

The Draft Environmental Impact

[P

GUEST OPINION
—_——

Statement for the South Interchange
Project notes the following consequence
of the Highland alternative: “Possible
pedestrian and bicycle difficulty in
crossing Highland Drive between the
signalized intersections of Barnett Road
and Siskiyou Boulevard.”

Is this what we want? If this is not your
vision, you only have a few weeks to
voice your complaints.

ODOT also has this to say about the
Highland alternative: “Highland Drive
at Barnett Road becomes a four-leg
intersection by adding approach for
interchange. This increases travel
options for vehicles with destinations
from the interstate to Siskiyou
Boulevard via Highland Drive.”

At the ODOT meeting on Tuesday, I
asked these question of Jim Hanks, of
JRH Transportation Engineering in
Eugene:

e woul

] B
1Is Si?skiyou Boulevard wide enough
for increased traffic? R

2. What will happen to the Siskiyou
Boulevard parking used for Bear Creek
Park? .~ .

3. Where will the children crdss the
street to go to the park?

Mr. Hanks answered, “It is just an
option for vehicles.”

Tasked Greg Holthoff, ODOT’s
environmental project manager (he lives
in Salem), if he knew there was an
elementary school on Siskiyou
Boulevard. He did not know about
Hoover Elementary School.

I asked Mike Gallagher, senior planner
of the South Medford Interstate Project
working for the URS Corp. of Corvallis, if
he knew there was an elementary school
on Siskiyou Boulevard. He did not know
about Hoover, either.

What do they know about our town,
our people and our Bear Creek Park?

Under the category of land-use

of the Highland
alternative, ODOT notes, “Infringes on
parkland on the east and the south.” The

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

damag

Ellendale alternative, ODOT says,
“would affect width of Quail Point Gc
Course’s first fairway and safety netti
area and displace driving range.”

What is for the greater good, I ask y
Speak up now or forever hold your
peace!

More from ODOT: “Reduces
neighborhood cohesion due to increa
traffic volume on Highland Drive sid«
Bear Creek Park. Decreases access tc
the park by neighborhood users.”

Is this your vision for the vicinity of
Bear Creek Park?

If we, the citizens of Medford, do nc
act now, the vision of Medford as a
community with Bear Creek Park as a
safe place for our kids will be only a
long-ago memory.

For 30 years I have lived in the sam
house in old east Medford. My childre
grew up in this house.

They would have loved the park. I
would have loved for them to have
access to Bear Creek Park. I could hat
happily sent my kids over to the
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Monday, January 14, 2002 1:00 PM

Don Moran [vivndon@msn.com]
5 traffic (both north and south) will be diverted to the South Gateway shopping center or to

Many of the issues raised by opponents to the Highland Option seem to be incorrect since much of
The Ellendale Alternative should not be considered because of extremely high costs and would

After attending several public meetings and studying the alternatives, it is obvious to us that the
exert a much greater impact on existing businesses, apartment building and single family

only viable alternative being considered is the Highland Option.
Again, our preference is definately the Highland Alternative.

Subject: Comments on South Medford Interchange
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Pete Leech
131 Highland Dr.

Medford, OR 97504-7505
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