ODOT Region 4
OR 140 Project Information

BLY MOUNTAIN

OR 140: Ritter Rd. to Deer Run Rd. (Bly Mountain) Project

Last updated: August 9, 2016

Project Components
e Straighten curves and widen the roadway, including shoulders
e Repave the entire 9.2 mile segment of highway
e Remove obstacles in the clear zone, which is the area beyond the edge of the highway that allows a driver
to stop safely or regain control of a vehicle that leaves the roadway
o Install new or upgrade existing guardrails and upgrade existing signage to meeting current standards
e Upgrade three stream crossings to provide adequate fish passage
e Realign the Bly Mountain cutoff road intersection and add a left hand turn lane on westbound OR 140

Current Construction

Sections of the new OR 140 alignment opened late last summer and
construction crews continue to make progress to complete this nine
mile stretch of highway. Crews continue to complete paving,
guardrail, sign installation, delineators, and erosion control measures
through summer 2016. Motorist can expect delays up to 20 minutes
with single lane closures controlled by a flagger and pilot car.

Project Purpose

This project will improve operational conditions on a 9.2-mile segment
of OR 140 between Ritter Road and Deer Run Road, 25 miles east of
Klamath Falls. Once completed, the project will improve safety and
ensure the roadway can continue to serve as a lifeline route to area
residents and road users. In addition, upgrades to OR 140 in this area
will address current truck length restrictions.

Need for the Project

OR 140 is heavily used by the trucking industry to transport goods and
services, particularly hay, logs and other forest products.
Improvements are important because of OR 140’s economic
significance as a transportation link between Jackson, Klamath and
Lake Counties.

Current highway conditions cannot effectively function as a Statewide Freight Route due to substandard
horizontal and vertical alignment that restricts truck lengths. The substandard alignment reduces overall mobility
and safety in this corridor, and trucks longer than 65 feet are not permitted on this stretch of OR 140.

The existing pavement condition rating for this segment of highway is also poor, with poor drainage contributing
to sub-grade failure. Rutting, raveling, and cracking are occurring in many areas which has led to high annual
maintenance costs.
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Other problems including: sight distance problems at the OR 140/Bly Mountain Cutoff intersection, narrow travel
lanes, substandard shoulder width, icy surface conditions in winter at several shaded locations, rocks regularly
falling onto the roadway from some cut slopes, and roadside hazards (e.g., rocks protruding adjacent to the road)
also exist and impact the safety of the roadway. These problems have led to a large number of crashes. From
2003 through 2006, there were a total 30 crashes, which resulted in 2 fatalities and 18 injuries.

Current Construction

Sections of the new OR 140 alighnment opened late last summer and construction crews continue to make
progress to complete this nine mile stretch of highway. Crews continue to complete paving, guardrail, sign
installation, delineators, and erosion control measures through summer 2016. Motorist can expect delays up to
20 minutes with single lane closures controlled by a flagger and pilot car.

Funding

The project is being funded in part by the Jobs for Transportation Act. The total project cost is estimated to be
$22-24 million, of which $8.0 million is JTA funding. The balance of funding comes from the Federal Highway
Administration and Klamath County.

Project Timeline

Environmental documentation completed 2013
Design 2011-2014
Contract Bid Let 2014
Construction 2014-2016

More Information

Name Title Office Phone Email Address

Tom Feeley Construction Project Manager  541-883-5780 Thomas.).Feeley@odot.state.or.us
Jarod Johnson  Area Manager 541-883-5778 Jarod.E.Johnson@odot.state.or.us
Abbey Driscoll ~ Community Liaison 541-388-6064 Abbey.Driscoll@odot.state.or.us
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