Notes from the January 30, 2008 US 97 at Iris Lane Project Open House

at Culver City Hall:
· Address alternative solutions to closing Highland:

· Construct frontage roads along US 97 to allow local traffic and agricultural vehicles safe passage
· Construct and interchange

· Add a center turn lane at Highland

· Install concrete barrier and make Highland Right in/Right out

· Re-grade US 97 at Highland to reduce the vertical curve.

· Leave Highland open, reduce the speed to 45mph and make that section of highway an “agricultural Safety Corridor”.  Similar to the US 26 safety corridor toward Government Camp
· Don’t close Highland until the passing lanes are installed
· Issues raised concerning the closure of Highland:

· Increased traffic through residential area on Iris (Highland traffic and 361)

· Iris is too narrow 

· Highland goes through to Prineville and many people use this route

· Foot traffic on Iris from schools and no sidewalks, safety conflict with the additional traffic

· Bottlenecking, especially with trucks, at Iris – not as safe!

· Farm equipment has limited access to US 97 and closing Highland will force agricultural equipment to travel longer distances in order to find safe exit.
· If Iris, with the extra turn lanes, is the only route across U S97 for a several mile stretch, traffic crossing the highway will have to negotiate an additional 2 lanes, which lengthens the time needed to safely cross, especially with farm equipment.
· For approximately 8 months out of every 12, US 97 is the main route for moving farm equipment.  This is a hazardous event, and there is no regard by motorists for the slower moving vehicles.  There is also no consideration by motorists for livestock and hay hauling vehicles which require more time to get up to speed and to slow down before stopping or turning.

· Emergency vehicle access – will have to travel out of direction to respond
· General Comments

· One turn lane at Iris is not going to solve the dangerous conditions that exist in the stretch of US 97 from Madras to Redmond.  Iris is at the bottom of a hill from the north, which means that the semi trucks and haulers will have a good head of steam when they get close to the right turn lane.  Hesitant drivers turning right might be rear-ended, or cause a swerve into the new left turn lane.  Also, the left turn people will have difficulty judging how fast the south-bound vehicles will be traveling.  The left turn drivers will be at risk of not being seen by both north and south bound traffic as they are stopped waiting to turn.

· The Bend parkway was built to 45mph, why can’t this section be built like that?

· Long term solution to the corridor should be addressed, not a band aid approach.

· People traveling from the south to Culver already have a left hand turn at the base of Juniper Butte.

· Last 100’ of Iris Lane in Culver are in a flood zone; need to address drainage in that area

· How will this project work with Culver Highway (OR 361) closures
· Safety hazards increase

· Acceleration issues

· Widen lanes and/or delineators at the junction of US 97 and Culver Highway 
· Install flashing lights on Iris stop sign

· Check on traffic counts on Highland
· More info about the purpose of the meeting on card/mailing
