CENTRAL OREGON

Project restores 5,600 acres of river delta at Klamath Lake

Klamath County: Wetland Restoration Williamson River

OWEB grant applicant: The Nature Conservancy

Funds approved by OWEB: $2 million
Total estimated project cost: $10.5 million

This keystone project—the largest of its kind ever undertaken in Oregon— is restoring 5,600 acres of wetland habitats at the Williamson River Delta on Upper Klamath Lake. Water from the 2 million-acre watersheds of the Williamson and Sprague rivers flows through the delta wetlands as it enters Upper Klamath Lake. Gigantic levees are being removed to reconnect the lake with the delta, improving water quality in Upper Klamath Lake and benefiting wildlife and several species of fish.  These wetlands were historically significant rearing areas for Shortnose and Lost River sucker fish, which have been listed as endangered under the Endangered Species Act. Work should be completed in 2009 or 2010.

Recent activities:  In October 2007, a series of explosions breached levees along two miles of the lake and river, allowing water to flood about half the property to restore wetland habitat and increase lake water storage.
Partners include The Nature Conservancy, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, OWEB and the Natural Resources Conservation Service. 
Relocated Paisley Weir allows trout to return to river

Lake County—Paisley Town Weir
OWEB grant applicant: Bagley Ditch Company

Funds approved by OWEB: $1.3 million     Total estimated project cost:   $2 million
Since completion of this project in 2006, redband trout have returned to the Chewaucan River past the town of Paisley, which now holds a summer fishing derby celebrating return of the trout. The project removed the Paisley Town Weir and replaced it at an upstream location. The project constructed a fish friendly diversion that is screened and allows fish passage. The existing weir had blocked fish passage in the river since 1965. This project served as a catalyst for owners of two private irrigation diversions to build fish passage structures at two other barriers on the Chewaucan. 

Partners include the Bagley Ditch Company, the Lake County Resource Advisory Council, OWEB, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Partners for Wildlife, the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation and landowners.

Water saved in pipeline helps fish in Deschutes

Deschutes County: Middle Deschutes Streamflow Restoration Phase I
Applicant: Deschutes River Conservancy
Funds approved by OWEB:  $1.35 million         Total estimated project cost:   $2.3 million
Water once lost through seepage and evaporation will be returned to the Deschutes to improve water quality and to boost native fish distribution and productivity.This five-year project is part of a longer plan to permanently restore over 100 cubic feet per second of water to the Middle Deschutes River. The first phase will pipe 1.7 miles of the main canal for the Swalley Irrigation District, saving nine cfs of water, which will be transferred permanently to the river. The second stage of this project will pipe 5.1 more miles of the canal and transfer another 24 cfs to the Middle Deschutes River.

Recent activities: Project construction began in late 2007. 

Partners include the Deschutes River Conservancy, OWEB and the Swalley Irrigation District. 
OTHER MAJOR PROJECTS

· Hood River County: Central Canal Pipeline Project

OWEB grant applicant: East Fork Irrigation District-$900,000
· Lake County: Goose Lake Restoration & Riparian Protection

OWEB grant applicant: Ducks Unlimited Inc.-$496,000
ACQUISITIONS

· Deschutes County: Rimrock Ranch Conservation Easement

OWEB grant applicant: Deschutes Basin Land Trust-$800,000
· Klamath County: Land Acquisition at Sycan Marsh
OWEB grant applicant: The Nature Conservancy-$750,000
· Lake County: Drews Valley Ranch

OWEB grant applicant: Oregon Rangeland Trust-$700,000
· Jefferson County: Metolius Preserve Acquisition

OWEB grant applicant: Deschutes Basin Land Trust-$450,000
