EASTERN OREGON

Juniper treated on thousands of acres on Steens Mountain

Harney County: Steens Mountain Juniper Removal

OWEB grant applicant: Harney County Watershed Council and Harney Soil and Water Conservation District


Funds approved by OWEB: $329,000     Total estimated project cost:   $1.4 million
Five OWEB grants are supporting numerous methods to control juniper on more than 6,000 acres on Steens Mountain starting with a cooperative project first funded in 1999. Treatments include juniper cutting, prescribed burns, grazing rest management, aspen restoration in some burned areas and research monitoring at 50 sites. Another project funded in early 2007 provided signs at seven two-acre plots demonstrating various techniques of juniper removal.

Recent activities: Crews are cutting juniper and burning areas.
Partners include OWEB, the Harney County Watershed Council, Harney Soil and Water Conservation District, four ranchers, the Eastern Oregon Agriculture Research Center, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Bureau of Land Management. 
Purchase preserves largest bunchgrass prairie in North America

Wallowa County: Zumwalt Prairie

OWEB grant applicant: The Nature Conservancy

Funds approved by OWEB:
 $3 million
Total estimated project cost: $11.7 million
Purchase of the 27,000-acre Camp Creek Ranch in 2001 helped preserve 11,000 acres of the largest remaining deep-soiled bunchgrass prairie in North America. The property’s grassland, forest, shrub and streambank habitats support an estimated 28 at-risk species and one of the highest concentrations of nesting birds of prey in North America. The ranch includes 38 miles of streams providing six miles of spawning habitat for steelhead and the opportunity to improve water quality for Snake River Chinook salmon and bull trout. In addition, project partners are implementing a watershed-scale restoration and management program to benefit the federally listed red band trout, ferruginous and Swainson's hawks, Columbian sharp-tailed grouse, and Spalding's campion (a small plant in the pink family).

Recent activities: Researchers, working in partnership with Oregon State University, are examining the impacts of livestock grazing on the food web of the prairie. Other research focuses on effects of fire and grazing on a rare plant—the Spalding’s catchfly. Staff guides public tours occasionally.
Partners include The Nature Conservancy and OWEB.

Project removes 10,000 cattle from 13 miles of Powder River

Baker County: Powder River Water Quality Enhancement

OWEB grant applicant: Baker Valley Soil & Water Conservation District

Funds approved by OWEB:
 $1.7 million
Total estimated project cost: $3.7 million
Located in Baker County along the Powder River, this project is removing 10,000 head of cattle from 13 miles of the Powder River. Components include 13 miles of fence, 120 water troughs, 14 rock weirs, 32 miles of pipe, nearly 66,000 plants and improvements to six river crossings. The project also improved fish passage at six irrigation diversion structures. Streambank areas are starting to re-vegetate. The work is benefiting redband trout.
Recent activities: Contractors have constructed fences, water troughs and pipelines.
Partners include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, OWEB, Baker Valley Soil and Water Conservation District, Natural Resources Conservation Service, the Environmental Quality Incentives Program, Baker Valley Irrigation District and the landowners.

STELLAR gives Walla Walla Basin residents knowledge of watersheds
Umatilla County: STELLAR

OWEB grant applicant: Walla Walla Basin Watershed Council

Funds approved by OWEB:
 $68,000
Total estimated project cost: $137,000
 
The Science, Technology, Environment, Land Lab and Research (STELLAR) program has provided natural resource learning experiences for Walla Walla Basin residents for many years.  The program emphasizes watershed-related topics, serves mostly students and offers a number of community-wide activities. Project objectives are to increase teachers’ and students’ knowledge of watershed components, processes and functions, maintain a learning lab and communicate watershed processes to various ages. Activities include habitat field studies, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Salmon/Trout Enhancement Program project, watershed field day, streamkeepers, math lab, day camp and others. 

Recent activities: Learning activities continue at a native plant revegetation site along a creek at Ferndale Elementary. In the summer of 2007, science club students focused on lake ecology and attended a week-long summer camp. Fifth grade field events have been held along with hands-on classroom science learning. K-12 classes are hosting guest speakers on science topics.
Partners are Wildhorse Foundation, Umatilla County, Milton-Freewater Education Service District and volunteers.
OTHER MAJOR INVESTMENTS
· Malheur County: Willow Creek Restoration Phase 1
       OWEB grant applicant: Lower Willow Creek Working Group-$1 million
· Malheur County: Irrigation Return Flow Reduction/Lower Willow Creek

OWEB grant applicant: Malheur Watershed Council-$548,000 
OTHER MAJOR ACQUISITIONS

· Grant County: Page Ranch Conservation Easement
      OWEB grant applicant: Rocky Mountain Elk Foundation-$300,000
