NORTH AND CENTRAL COAST

Displaced fishers find work and help fish

Beginning in the summer of 2006, OWEB has allocated Lottery funds to help employ displaced fishers affected by the crash of the Klamath Chinook fishery. More than 100 fishers have benefited from this special OWEB program while at the same time restoring habitat for coastal salmon and contributing to long-term solutions. The program includes five fish habitat grant offerings employing coastal fishers for stream restoration, inventory and data collection, and outreach and project development. Following an initial allocation of $2.2 million for this program, the OWEB Board has supplemented the funding with two additional allocations totaling $800,000 due to a high level of interest by displaced fishers. 

Recent activities: Crews continue to work on a wide variety of projects.

Partners include OWEB, the Oregon Salmon Commission, the Coastal Oregon Marine Experimental Station and Oregon State University Sea Grant.

Purchase protects Seaside spruce swamp and natural floodplain

Clatsop County: Circle Creek
OWEB grant applicant: North Coast Land Conservancy
Funds approved by OWEB:
 $1,050,000
Total estimated project cost: $1.2 million 

Purchase of 364 acres protects one of the largest remaining Sitka Spruce swamps on the Oregon Coast, an upland forest and two salmon-bearing streams. The purchase set the stage for restoring a functioning natural floodplain system with high benefits for native fish and wildlife. The property includes 3.1 miles of Circle Creek and 1.7 miles of frontage along the Necanicum River, a major producer of coho salmon. 

Recent activities: Survey work in preparation for future planning.

Partners include OWEB, the North Coast Land Conservancy, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the landowner, who offered a bargain sale price. Numerous agencies have worked on a long-term management plan that will help expand a network of protected wetlands.

Acquisition preserves Salmon River estuary and YWCA camp

Lincoln County: Camp Westwind Acquisition

OWEB grant applicant: Westwind Stewardship Group

Funds approved by OWEB: $1.5 million
Total estimated project cost: $3.8 million

Purchase of 508 acres north of Lincoln City protects the largest piece of private land under single ownership in the Salmon River estuary and assures continued operation of a YWCA summer camp, which has functioned at the site for 70 years. OWEB assisted with purchase of the property through a permanent preservation agreement. The project also enhances Camp Westwind’s role in providing environmental education and research opportunities for children and adults. 

Recent activities: Summer campers in 2007 received “leave no trace” conservation education as they hiked trails and explored the area. Staff also conducted plant identification. In the fall of 2007, partners began work to reduce sediment flow into the estuary.

Partners include the Westwind Stewardship Group (which will operate the camp as a YWCA-affiliated facility and manage the property), the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, OWEB, the Meyer Memorial Trust and the Spirit Mountain Community Fund.

Trees in streams double number of juvenile coho salmon

Lane County: Crab Creek and Green River Restoration

OWEB grant applicant: Mid-Coast Watersheds Council & Alsea Community Effort

Funds approved by OWEB: $231,000
Total estimated project cost: $857,000
A project that placed 400 whole trees in 11 miles of streams doubled the population of juvenile coho salmon and distributed fish throughout Crab Creek and Green River in the Alsea watershed. Surveys show the results were sustained over a five-year period. Project partners have arranged for extensive monitoring since implementation in 2002. They have monitored conditions of the streams and floodplains. Snorkel crews have counted juvenile salmon in the summer and winter. The project also eliminated livestock grazing in some areas and participants planted native vegetation along streambanks. OWEB funded a related project in 2004 that will carry monitoring through 2008.
Recent activities: Snorkel surveys and monitoring of stream and floodplain conditions continue. 

Partners include the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, National Forest Foundation, U.S. Forest Service, OWEB, the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Lincoln Soil and Water Conservation District and the Mid-Coast Watersheds Council.
Multiple actions benefit four species of fish within Tillamook Burn

Tillamook County:  Elkhorn Creek Instream and Streambank Enhancement

OWEB grant applicant: Tillamook Estuaries Partnership
Funds approved by OWEB: $100,150        Total estimated project cost: $130,110

The project takes many approaches to improve conditions for coho, Chinook, steelhead and cutthroat trout on Elkhorn Creek, a significant tributary of the Trask River near the center of the historic Tillamook Burn. Activities include deactivating 2.7 miles of road, improving 1.5 miles of in-stream habitat, replacing two culverts opening 1.5 miles of habitat to fish passage and 20 acres of streambank planting. Since completion of the work, observers have documented greatly increased numbers of juvenile coho salmon.

Partners include the Tillamook Bay Watershed Council, OWEB, the Bureau of Land Management, the Native Plant Cooperative, the Oregon Department of Forestry, and the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife.

OTHER MAJOR INVESTMENTS

· Columbia County: Fish Barrier Removal Miller/Page Creeks

OWEB grant applicant: Lower Columbia Watershed Council- $395,000
· Tillamook County: Wolf Creek Enhancement Project

OWEB grant applicant: Tillamook Estuaries Partnership-$320,000
· Lane County: Lobster, Little Lobster & Preacher Creek Stream Enhancement

OWEB grant applicant: Mid-Coast Watershed Council-$311,000
· Lane County: Karnowsky Creek Watershed Restoration Project Phase I

OWEB grant applicant: Siuslaw Soil and Water Conservation District-$195,000
OTHER MAJOR ACQUISITIONS

· Tillamook County: Whalen Island Purchase

OWEB grant applicant: Tillamook County-$917,500 

· Clatsop County: Crosel Creek Habitat Reserve

OWEB grant applicant: North Coast Land Conservancy-$420,000
· Lincoln County: Yaquina River Estuarine Wetlands

OWEB grant applicant: The Wetlands Conservancy-$317,000
