STATEWIDE AND COAST-WIDE TOPICS
Salmon license plates fund road and state park projects

Drivers with salmon plates on their vehicles have contributed more than $5 million to projects benefiting water and salmon and other fish throughout Oregon. The Oregon Legislature authorized the salmon license plate program in 1997. Salmon plate purchasers pay an extra $30 every two years above regular passenger vehicle registration fees. Half the fee goes directly to fix road-related impacts to salmon and trout streams by improving water quality, fish habitat and fish passage through OWEB grants. The Oregon Parks and Recreation Department invests the other half in salmon habitat and related projects in state parks. For more information about salmon plates and instructions for purchasing, visit www.salmonplate.org.

Projects boost recovery of coastal coho salmon

Since 1995, OWEB has allocated more than $100 million for restoration projects that contribute to recovery of coastal coho salmon. OWEB also has helped coho recovery by funding monitoring and education projects, supporting local coastal watershed councils and providing staff technical support. Through restoration rather than regulation, Oregon is now on the path to reviving sustainable recreational and commercial fishing in the region.

