WILLAMETTE BASIN 

Island purchase protects habitat where Willamette and McKenzie meet

Lane County: Green Island

OWEB grant applicant: McKenzie River Trust

Funds approved by OWEB:
 $750,000
Total estimated project cost: $2.3 million
Purchase in 2004 of an 856-acre portion of this island at the confluence of the McKenzie and Willamette rivers protects a highly significant site for improving conditions for many species of fish and wildlife. The preserved area includes more than four miles of main stem Willamette River, 4.5 miles of the old McKenzie River channel, and over 11 miles of streambank habitats featuring important off-channel fish rearing habitat. Over 130 bird species will benefit from protection as well as fish species including spring Chinook and bull trout. Opportunities exist for reintroducing Oregon chub and Columbia white-tailed deer. 

Recent activities: Members of the Northwest Youth Corps maintained trees planted in 2006 and removed Scots broom and blackberries. Logs were placed in an alcove to improve turtle and fish habitat. In late 2007, participants in the LEAD program, using low-income youth as volunteers, began organizing extensive winter tree planting. 

Partners include OWEB, the McKenzie River Trust, City of Eugene, U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the U.S. Forest Service, McKenzie Watershed Council, and the landowner—the Green family. 

Sodom Dam project will improve fish passage at historic mill

Linn County:  Sodom Dam Conversion Project
OWEB grant applicant: Oregon State Parks Trust
Funds approved by OWEB:  $1,036,803  
Total estimated project cost:  $1,382,405
 
This project will remove part of the existing Sodom Dam at the historic Thompson’s Mill and construct a fish ladder that will improve fish passage for spring Chinook and winter steelhead. Actual conversion of the dam for improved fish passage most likely will not occur until summer 2009. The 1957 dam is located on Sodom ditch — a 6.7-mile-long, high-water diversion channel off the Calapooia River near Brownsville. The dam is located eight miles below the Brownsville Dam, which was removed using OWEB funds (see below). Completion of both projects will open more than 40 miles of habitat to fish.

Partners include the Oregon Parks and Recreation Department, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Water Resources Department, NOAA Fisheries, and Oregon Water Trust.  
 
Brownsville Dam removal eliminates a century-old fish barrier

Linn County:  Removal of Brownsville Dam & Restoration of the Calapooia River
Applicant:  Calapooia Watershed Council
Funds approved by OWEB:  $676,710   
Total estimated project cost:  $860,020
 
This project removed the Brownsville Dam in September of 2007. The project helps open more than 40 miles of habitat to fish after blockage for 100 years. The 1960s dam and its predecessors had created a barrier to fish passage for cutthroat trout, Pacific lamprey, winter steelhead and spring Chinook salmon. The dam, located east of Brownsville on the Calapooia River, impounded water for only three months of the year. Educational features of the project include a display at the Linn County History Museum describing the benefits of returning the river to a more natural function. 

Recent activities: The watershed council has contracted with a firm to plan restoration projects on the middle stretch of the Calapooia.
Partners include the Calapooia Watershed Council, City of Brownsville, Brownsville Canal Company, Linn County Parks, Bella Vista Foundation, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, Oregon Water Resources Department, NOAA Fisheries, OWEB, the U.S. Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.

Students take lead to restore trashed creek in Sweet Home 

Linn County:  Ames Creek Restoration Projects

Applicant:  South Santiam Watershed Council

Funds approved by OWEB: $135,973 
  Total estimated project cost:  $527,342

Work on the trashed Ames Creek began in 1998 when high school students and other volunteers removed invasive plants on a half-mile of streambank within the Sweet Home city limits and replanted native vegetation. In 2000, OWEB funded the development of a wetland swale along 6,400 feet of streambank. In 2004, OWEB funds helped restore four miles of upstream fish habitat through the transformation of Sweet Home’s old mill pond into 1,000 feet of complex, meandering channel. Future plans will address five fish passage barriers. This project is improving fish passage for winter steelhead, spring Chinook, cutthroat trout, and Pacific lamprey.
Partners include the City of Sweet Home, Sweet Home School District, Sweet Home Ranger District, and the U.S. Forest Service.

OTHER MAJOR PROJECTS 
· Clackamas County: Foster Creek Fish Passage

OWEB grant applicant: Clackamas Co. Transportation-$660,000
· Multnomah County: Johnson Creek Confluence Restoration

OWEB grant applicant: City of Portland Bureau of Environmental Services-
$655,000
· Multnomah County: Johnson Creek Fish Habitat and Floodplain Restoration (E. Powell Butte)

OWEB grant applicant: Johnson Creek Watershed Council-$600,449
· Columbia County:  Scappoose Bay Watershed Priority Fish Passage Correction OWEB grant applicant: Scappoose Bay Watershed Council-$427,954
· Lane County: Long Tom Fish Passage & Watershed Restoration

OWEB grant applicant: Long Tom Watershed Council-$398,189
· Clackamas County: Oregon City Fish Passage Improvement

OWEB grant applicant: City of Oregon City-$362,581
· Benton County: Willamette Floodplain Restoration Project

OWEB grant applicant: Sam Daws Improvement District-$344,953
OTHER MAJOR ACQUISITIONS 

· Lane County: West Eugene Wetlands

OWEB grant applicant: City of Eugene-$1.4 million (two separate acquisitions)

· Benton County: Willamette River Gallery Forest Protection
OWEB grant applicant: River Network-$381,825
· Clackamas County: Sandy River Conservation
OWEB grant applicant: Western Rivers Conservancy-$364,000
