
 

 

Oregon State Library 
Government Research Services Advisory Council Meeting 
Friday, March 7, 2014. 1:30 PM – 3:30 PM 
Oregon State Library, Room 202 

Recorder: Robert Pietz, Oregon State Library 

Present:  Julie Yamaka (Council Chair), Julie Curtis, Julie Osborne, Robin Brandt, Alice LaViolette, Kate 

McGann, Jerry Curry, Sarah Cunningham, Margie Harrison, MaryKay Dahlgreen. 

Action Items 

 Julie Curtis will contact Dan about being the Council chair 

 Jerry will contact Julie Curtis about setting up listservs for State Lands 

 Kate will look into online newspaper subscriptions for state agencies 

 

1.   Approval of October meeting minutes:  Approved. 

2.  Advisory Council Membership: 

 There are two new individuals that have expressed interest in becoming Advisory 

Council members.  Julie Sheppard, who is the Librarian for the Oregon State Hospital 

and Robin Brandt, who works for Vocational Rehabilitation.  Robin Brandt was in 

attendance and will let the council know if she would like to become a member.  Julie 

Shepard was not in attendance, but will become a member. 

 It was recommended that Dan Postrel from the Forestry Department become the new 

chair of the GRS advisory Council.  Dan Postrel was not in attendance, so Julie Curtis will 

ask Dan Postrel if he is interested.  If he is not, Julie Curtis would be willing to become 

the new Chair. 

 In the next edition of the “GRS Roots” news letter there will be an open announcement 

to recruit new members to the GRS Advisory Council. 

3.  Round Robin: 

GRS Program Manager, Margie Harrison, would like this to be a new standing agenda item.  The thought 

is to have the Council members state what their biggest challenges currently are in their agency, in an 

effort to see if there is anything the State Library can do to help.   

 Julie Yamaka, Archives 

  They struggle with the marketing and selling of the Blue Books in order to make 

enough money to keep the book in print. 

 Julie Osborne, State Parks 

 State Parks has a new director so they are in a period of change. 

 Julie made the point that as a researcher there is still a need for physical copies 



 

 

 

 Julie Curtis, State Lands 

 State Lands has a need for listservs and will contact Jerry Curry 

 There is a real need by state agencies to be apprised of media stories that 

involve them and to be able to have immediate online access, which currently is 

not available through our vendors.  Julie would like to explore the option of a 

state subscription to online newspapers, with either a discount to agencies or 

the ability to get the immediate access through us.  Kate McGann will look into 

this. 

 Robin, Vocational Rehab 

 There is often a disconnect with passing legislation or new policies and then 

thinking it is automatically done.  There is work and time involved with 

implementation 

 Robin likes the idea of OSL helping smaller agencies catalog their items so they 

are easily findable when needed 

4. Transition Update:  MaryKay Dahlgreen 

On February 20, 2014, State Librarian Dahlgreen went before the Joint Ways and Means 

Committee for General Government to ask for the State Library’s second year of funding for the 

2013/15 biennium.  The LFO office recommended that the funding be suspended until the 

Emergency Board hearing in May.   

The Joint Ways and Means asked that Ms. Dahlgreen provide a strategic business plan at that 

meeting to reflect a request that was given to the State Library in their last budget note.  The 

Co-Chairs of the Joint Ways and Means Committee are creating a legislative taskforce to 

continue the transformation process, which will include representation from the Legislature, 

State Library, DAS, State Archives, and the State Law Library.   The center piece of this transition 

is a multi-agency portal project along with 41 other recommendations that were presented by 

Representative Nathanson and Senator Steiner-Hayward.  

In the meantime, the State Library will be meeting with our Federal document depository 

partners (Oregon State University, University of Oregon and Portland State University) on March 

10th to explore the future of the Federal document depository program in Oregon.  MaryKay and 

Margie will also be contacting the Executive Branch agency libraries to explore potential 

partnerships and explore potential efficiencies 

5.  Staff Update:  Alice LaViolette 

 23% of State Employees are registered for State Library services. 

 The State Library has been contacted by enterprise human resources, which represents 

15 agencies, to include Library Services in the new employee packets. 

 The reference room has modified procedures for computer use to reflect policy and OSL 

mission.  15 minutes per day Express computers are available for patrons using 

computers for purposes outside of our mission.  



 

 

 GRS is going to participate in Bring Your Child to Work Day.  Providing two tours at 10:00 

am and 2:00 pm on April 24th for 10 parent/child pairs in each tour. 

6.  LibGuides Demo:  Kate McGann 

GRS is in the process of purchasing LibGuides software.  LibGuides is an easy to create 

application program interface (API) that creates a tab like internet page.  LibGuides can create 

public or private facing pages.  It is easy to edit, with box template pages that can be edited by 

numerous users, which means that you do not need to use a webmaster to edit pages.  GRS 

would like to offer LibGuides to other agencies and would like help promoting them.   Several 

marketing groups were suggested:  E-Gov, web content teams, social media training, and 

communications people. 

 

  

 

 


