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Fact 
In 2014, Oregon’s observed 

safety belt use rate was 
reportedly 97.75%. The 
national average is 87%. 

2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015

Actual 96% 97% 97% 96% 97% 97% 96% 97% 98% 98%

Goal 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 95% 97% 97%
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occupants using safety belts 

 
Our strategy 
Our current strategies for increasing safety 
belt use among the traveling public include 
law enforcement overtime related to safety 
belts, speed and impaired driving laws, child 
passenger safety education and support for 
community child seat fitting stations, and 
expanding public awareness campaigns to 
reach new audiences. Our enforcement and 
educational campaign emphasizes the 
importance of properly using motor vehicle 
safety  restraints in passenger vehicles 
designed or used to transport fifteen or 
fewer persons. 
 

About the target 
ODOT seeks to maintain its high rate of 
safety belt usage and will target areas where 
improvement is needed: child passenger 
safety and belt use in pickup trucks. Because 
Oregon’s observed belt use rate has been  at 
or above 96% the last nine years in a row 
and changes annually by only a point, the 
target for this KPM represents a relatively 
small increase. However, moving forward 
now to close this final gap is more difficult 
because the remaining non-users are known 
to exhibit other risk-taking behaviors which 
may contribute to non-belt use. 

 

How we are doing and how we 
compare 
This measure shows slow but steady 
progress toward improving motor vehicle 
occupant safety in Oregon. Transportation 
Safety Division programs have been effective 
in increasing the percentage of Oregonians 
using safety belts since our belt law was 
passed in 1990. Oregon has exceeded the 
performance targets set by ODOT for the 
past nine years and routinely ranks in the 
top five states for safety belt use as reported 
by the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration.  In 2014, Oregon’s observed 
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safety belt use rate was reportedly 97.75%.  
 

Factors affecting results and what 
needs to be done 
We are focusing our education and outreach 
efforts on child occupants, their caregivers, 
and medical practitioners, in order to 
increase the proper use of child restraints 
and booster 
seats. Grant 
dollars for 
targeted police 
overtime 
enforcement 
focusing most 
recently on 
safety belt use 
in pickup 
trucks has also 
had positive 
results. Safety 
belt usage has been such an important 
contributor to reductions in traffic fatalities 
that we will continue our efforts to further 
increase safety belt use among Oregonians.  
 

About the data 
Safety belt surveys are conducted annually 
and statewide but represent only a 
“snapshot” in time. ODOT’s survey process 
has been certified to comply with the 
standardized survey methodology 
established and validated by USDOT 
National Highway Transportation 
Administration.  This enables state-to-state 

comparisons of use rates 
because all states are required 
to utilize NHTSA-compliant 
survey methods. Restraint 
usage is also reported at the 
time of traffic crashes, but this 
is not as reliable as data from 
these standard observational 
surveys. 

  

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Contact information 
Troy E. Costales 

ODOT Transportation Safety Division 
503-986-4192 

 

Data source 
ODOT Transportation Safety Division 

Occupant Protection Observation Study, 
Intercept Research Corporation 


