Oregon
Department
of Transportation

Special Transit Rides

Our plan

Public transportation is a good thing for all
Oregonians. ODOT funds and encourages
easy-to-use transportation services for
seniors and people who cannot or choose
not to drive. State and federal programs
have been developed for this reason.

About the target

Aride target was set in 1999 based on a
1998 study of senior needs. In 2008,
Portland State University did a study using
new research methods. The study found that

Average number of transit rides each year

people over 65 needed an average of 26
percent more transit trips than they could
find at that time. This service gap is getting
bigger since the number of seniors in Oregon
is going up. In 2009, ODOT set a new target
and changed the method to add fixed route
transit and demand response trips for
seniors and people with disabilities. The
original method did not consider the
importance of fixed route transit as a way to
help users get around on their own. Our goal
is an average of 24 annual trips given per
senior or person with a disability by 2022.
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per senior and disabled Oregonian

How we are doing and

how we compare

The total number of reported rides per
senior and disabled Oregonian went up in
2009 since fixed route transit trips were
added to the way rides were counted. But,
the annual average number of riders went
down by 8.8 percent from 22.50 rides per
person in 2009 to 20.52 in 2016 because the
general population and senior population is
growing faster than available funding.

Our goal is for the number of trips to go up
Fact
The number of adults age
65 and over in Oregon is
expected to double
between 2010 and 2030,

from almost
500,000 in 2010, to over 1

million by 2030.
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by 2.5 percent each year. This goal will be Census, Portland State University, and
hard to reach since funding is not certain transit providers. Both public transportation
and the number of senior riders is going up. rides taken on fixed route transit and

demand response transit were used.

Factors affecting results and what

needs to be done
Oregon population growth and the cost of
giving service are
higher than what the
available funding can
cover. This means
that there are fewer
trips per senior and
disabled Oregonian.
Already, many transit
providers cannot
meet the current
need for dial-a-ride
service in cities and
towns.

With more money,
transit providers

could:
e |ower the number of turned down ride
requests

e |ower wait times for dial-a-ride service
e offer fixed route service more often
e add routes to new rural and urban areas

Contact information
Andrew O’Keefe
ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division

503-986-3267
About the data

The data is gathered by the Rail and Public
Transit Division using reports from the U.S.

Data source
ODOT Rail and Public Transit Division
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