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Oregon DHS Seeks Public Comment on Amended Statewide Transition Plan

In 2014, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) issued new rules to define
community and home-based services. Service providers have to adhere to these rules in order to
become eligible for Medicaid payments from the state. In return, the state receives federal
matching funds only if the service setting is in compliance with these regulations issued by CMS.
Initially, CMS gave states up to five years to comply (2019 deadline) but recently extended the
deadline to 2022.

This is important to the State of Oregon and the citizens who benefit from these services, because
approximately 70 percent of payments for Medicaid Home and Community-Based Services
(HCBS) are covered by those federal matching funds.

After receiving initial CMS approval, the Oregon Department of Human Services (Oregon DHS)
and the Oregon Health Authority (OHA) drafted a revision to the transition plan outlining how the
state will come into compliance with the federal rules within the new CMS timeframes. The state is
seeking final CMS approval for Oregon’s plan.

Oregon is considered a national leader in creating home and community-based care options. The
state wants to maintain a high level of independence for citizens who currently receive HCBS or
may require them in the future. Oregon DHS and OHA are looking for input from individuals
receiving HCBS, family members, advocates, providers, delivery systems representatives and the
broader community.

The new CMS rules require HCBS settings to be more home-like and less institutionalized.

The new rules require a better recognition and assurance of service recipient’s rights and
freedoms. This includes the right to have visitors at a time they choose, have access to their own
food when they wish, or lock the door to their room, if they so choose. The existing HCBS settings
may need to make adjustments. The purpose of the rules is to ensure that HCBS recipients can
seek employment and work in competitive and integrated settings, engage in community life,
control personal resources, and receive services in the community, to the same degree as
individuals who do not receive HCBS.

All of Oregon’s providers of HCBS have gone through an assessment to determine their
compliance. Out of all these facilities, nineteen were identified as requiring heightened federal
scrutiny. Heightened Scrutiny is a federal term that means that CMS will make the final
determination of HCBS compliance as the setting presumably is institutional based on CMS
criteria. Oregon believes these settings can overcome this presumption as detailed in the plan.
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Oregon DHS is seeking public comment on the amended plan, which has been posted online at:
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-DISABILITIES/HCBS/Pages/Transition-Plan.aspx

Non-electronic versions of the Statewide Transition Plan are posted in local field offices and may
also be viewed at the Human Services Building at 500 Summer Street NE in Salem.

Please submit comments in one of these methods: Send an email to hcbhs.oregon@state.or.us.or
send written comments addressed to HCBS Transition Plan Comments, 500 Summer Street NE
E-09, Salem, OR 97301.

Deadline for comments is July 17, 2017. Mailed responses must be received by this date in order
to be considered. The final amended Statewide Transition Plan is due to CMS by August 1, 2017.
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