Aging and People with Disabilities

A message from Director Ashley Carson Cottingham

June 3, 2016
To: All APD Stakeholders
From: Ashley Carson Cottingham, Director APD

Hello APD Stakeholders,

As we’ve all been talking about since the short session ended in March, the
Legislature expects us to take immediate actions to begin bending the cost curve in
APD programs. | wanted to update you on recent discussions | had during last
week’s May Legislative Days.

The work on tweaking APD’s assessment system will start soon. We will initiate a
Rules Advisory Committee (RAC) to formally review and adopt these changes.
The changes are designed to ensure the tool is consistent with the original intent of
the long-term services and supports program. We will ensure the most vulnerable
Oregonians have continued access to long term services and supports in the setting
of their choosing. If you’d like to be involved in this process, let us know and we’ll
loop you in on the conversations.

We will also be developing a plan to wind down the live-in program over time for
consumers currently being served in that program. However, we need to shut the
front door to this program right away and we plan to take that initial step on July
1%, A separate RAC will be initiated around the plan for the wind down.

Our highest priority continues to be serving Oregonians where they want to be
served. APD will continue to support individuals in their own homes, even if the
live-in program no longer exists. We expect to have more conversations with you
as we develop options for those who are in the program today. We want to have a
thoughtful approach to this work and provide opportunities for involvement in the
decisions.

| know these types of changes are hard. As always, we are committed to working
with you and appreciate your assistance as we make these difficult decisions.
Sincerely,
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