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Activity 117 
Sweeping (Pick Up) 

 
Description 
Activity 117 involves sweeping of roadway areas to remove dirt, debris and other loose 
material by hand or mechanical means, when the loose and removed material will be 
picked up and hauled away. It includes costs of any needed testing and disposal. 
 
General Information 
Refer to discussion in the General Instructions section preceding Activity 100 in this 
section of the Maintenance Guide for additional information including environmental and 
traffic control recommendations and other important considerations. 
 
Seek guidance from the District Manager and the Region Environmental Coordinator 
about needed sampling, testing, and handling of material that may damage the 
environment. 
 
Refer to Activity 116 if the removed material will not be picked up. 
 
If the areas to be cleaned are close to parked vehicles, it may be appropriate to notify 
adjacent residences or businesses and request that they not park there during the 
specified time when the sweeping will be performed. 
 
Equipment 
Equipment may include: 

 Sweeper, generally self-propelled. 
 Loader, if needed to gather and load swept material. 
 Truck. 
 Water truck. 
 Shadow vehicle(s) with arrow board or other warning device. 

 
Materials 
Materials may include: 

 Water. 
 Devices to sample and test questionable material. 
 Broom replacements. 
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Work Method 
1. Identify project area. 
2. As appropriate, notify adjacent residences or businesses about the specified time to 

perform the sweeping at that location and request that they not park vehicles there 
during that time. 

3. Implement appropriate traffic control. 
4. Implement appropriate methods of erosion, sediment control, or pollutants and 

contaminants control.  If material may pose a hazard to the environment, sample, 
test, and handle accordingly. 

5. Perform sweeping. Add water, as needed, if conditions are dry. 
6. Pick up and dispose of removed material at an appropriate location. 
7. Remove traffic control. 
8. To prevent environmental damage, clean tools and equipment using Best 

Management Practices. 
 
Measurement of Accomplishment, Expenditure Account, and Charge Activity 
Measurement is lane miles swept.  Expenditure account type is Highway EA;  use a sub 
job appropriate for the crew performing the work. 
 
Use a sub job within the 800 series if the work involves bicycle path facilities. These sub 
jobs are assigned by the Maintenance Management System (MMS) Unit based on the 
type of work performed. 
 

 Charge all work to Activity 117 
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