
There are many people in Oregon who used to be in 
sheltered workshops. Now they work in a job in the 
community. Here is what they say about their jobs: 

YOU are in charge
You can work in the community!  

• Meet new people • Explore a new career • Learn new skills

Do you like being outdoors or would you prefer an office?
Are you good at organizing or do you like talking to people? 

Everyone can work at a job in the community. There are supports  
available to help people with disabilities look for and succeed in a job.  

Learn what the possibilities are for you.

“ The workshop was 
stressful and I wasn’t 
making enough money.  
I like what I do here.”  
–  Susan, hospitality 

clerk, Davis Wright 
Tremaine Law Firm, 
Portland.

“ I spent so many years working 
alone without anyone to talk 
to. Now I am allowed to work 
and also talk to people. With 
this job, I learn new things all 
the time.”  
–  Selena, studio aide,  

Create a Memory, Salem.

“ It’s on the go here and 
that’s what I like.”  
–  Ethan, pallet maker, 

Blue Mountain 
Lumber, Pendleton.

http://www.IWorkWeSucceed.org


“ I like being in the community; it’s 
more fun.”  
–  Kirstin, lobby attendant,  

Kyra’s Bake Shop, Lake Oswego.

“ When I first started, I didn’t really 
know what to do and they had 
to walk me through all the steps. 
Now I love working here.”  
–  Katie, secretarial assistant,  

Redmond School District.

“ When I left the workshop, I told them, 
‘I want to work in a restaurant. I like 
talking to people and making tips.’”  
 –  Melissa, associate,  

Café Yumm, Bend.

Want to work?
Talk to your service coordinator, personal agent or a VR representative about a community job!

Want to see more success stories? 
Go to iworkwesucceed.org and click on “Success Stories.”

“ As long as I have things to do, that’s 
what I like. Everybody stays busy here, 
I like that.”  
–  Pete, garage attendant,  

Grumpy’s Repair, Baker City.

You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a format you prefer. Contact Employment 
First at 503-945-5944 or email employment.first@dhsoha.state.or.us. We accept all relay calls or you can dial 711.
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