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Summary of Public Comment

Public Hearing
May 2, 2002
Pendleton, Oregon

After a presentation by Task Force Administrator James Whitty about the work of the
Road User Fee Task Force, task force members received public testimony.

Topics raised:

� Studded Tire Use Permit Fee.  People expressed opposition to a studded tire fee that
would discourage the use of studded tires in places of the state where they believe the
studded tires are needed.  If the fee varied by regional damage, opposition abated.

� Vehicle Miles Traveled Fee.  A person expressed opposition to the use of technology
for tracking the movement of motorists.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Public Hearing
June 4, 2002
Portland, Oregon

After a presentation by Representative Bruce Starr on the work of the Road User Fee
Task Force, task force members received public testimony.

Topics raised:

� User Fees.   A Portland area economic development association supported the idea of
revenue mechanisms that are “user fees.”

� Taxing Hybrid Electric Vehicles at Higher Rate.  Several people testified against
disadvantaging hybrid electric vehicles (HEVs) in any new revenue mechanism.
Some believed HEVs should pay no more than they do under the fuel tax on gasoline.
They believed they should receive a tax break vis-à-vis gas guzzling vehicles.

� Vehicle Miles Traveled Fee.  There was general support for a vehicle miles traveled
fee (VMT fee) among those testifying.  Some said the VMT fee should not be a flat
rate but should be varied by vehicle fuel efficiency.  One person expressed opposition
to the use of Global Positioning System (GPA) devices to track mileage.  Another
opposed the VMT fee.
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� Statewide Spot Tolling.  A few testifiers supported the concept of statewide spot
tolling to replace the fuel tax on gasoline.

� Congestion Pricing.  There was support for congestion pricing in highly congested
urban areas.  An opposing view advised against using taxing mechanisms for “social
engineering.”

� Studded Tire Use Permit Fee.  Several people addressed the need for users of
studded tires to pay for the damage they cause to road pavement.  They agreed with
the concept that fees for studded tires should be established with the different regions
of state at different rates based on the need for studded tires. 

� Keeping Gas Tax.  Several testifiers supporting raising the gas tax rather than
establishing a new revenue system.  Some expressed desire for legislative leadership
in raising fuel taxes on gasoline to the needed level.

� Increasing Passenger Vehicle Registration Fees.   Some people supported raising
automobile registration fees.  One view was that the registration should be stratified
based on vehicle fuel efficiency.

� Property Tax on Cars and Trailers.  One person expressed support for a property
tax on motor vehicles and trailers.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Public Hearing
July 11, 2002
Coos Bay, Oregon

After a presentation by Representative Bruce Starr on the work of the Road User Fee
Task Force, task force members received public testimony.

Topics raised:

� User Fees.  Support was expressed for the philosophy that any new revenue system
be based on “user fees.”

� Taxing Hybrid Electric Vehicles at Higher Rate. A representative from a statewide
agricultural cooperative said owners of hybrid electric vehicles should pay more in
registration fees or other type of surcharge to cover their portion of road costs.

� Vehicle Miles Traveled Fee.  There was general support for a vehicle miles traveled
fee (VMT fee) but several expressed concerns with the reliability of the technology
and increased administration costs for manage the VMT fee.   One person believed



Road User Fee Task Force
Report to the 72nd Oregon Legislative Assembly

March 2003
Appendix G

G - 3

that rural people drive more and thus might be disadvantaged by a VMT fee but said
that perhaps this could be worked out.

� Taxing Out-of-State Drivers.  Several people wanted to ensure that out-of-state
travelers pay their fair share of road costs.

� New Facility Tolling.  There was general support for tolling new roads and bridges
but this support was not unanimous.

� Statewide Spot Tolling.  A representative from a statewide agricultural cooperative
expressed vehement opposition to tolling existing roads.

� Congestion Pricing.  Support was expressed for congestion pricing.

� Studded Tires Use Permit Fee.  One person expressed support for a studded tire use
permit fee but a state senator expressed concern for such a fee unless consideration
was given for rural users of studded tires contributing less damage to the roads.

� Keeping Gas Tax.  Several people supported retention of the gas tax but several also
supported moving to an alternative broad-based revenue mechanism.  Some said the
gas tax should be continued to capture tourist dollars.

� Increasing Passenger Vehicle Registration Fees.  A state senator said passenger
vehicle registration fees should be higher.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Email Comment
May through December, 2002

A number of people reviewed the Website of the Road User Fee Task Force and used the
opportunity presented to email their comments to the task force administrator.

Topics raised:

� User Fees.  One commentator opposed “user fees.”

� Vehicle Miles Traveled Fee.  Several people expressed support for a user fee
structure similar to a vehicle miles traveled fee (VMT fee).  One person suggested the
VMT fee rate should vary by weight of the vehicle.  Support, however, was not
universal as other commentators objected to a “per-mile” charge.

� Studded Tire Use Permit Fee.  Several commentators expressed support for studded
tire use permit fee.  Others thought studded tires should simply be banned.
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� Keeping Gas Tax.  Several people supported retention of the gas tax.  One opposed
any new user fee to replace the gas tax.  Some supported an increase in the fuel tax on
gasoline to cover increased road needs.

� Increasing Passenger Vehicle Registration Fees.  Several commentators suggested
the surest way to replace needed revenue is to raise automobile registration fees.

� Vehicle Impact Fee for First Time Title and Registrations.  One commentator
suggested this was a “most equitable” revenue mechanism.

� Tolling.  Several commentators opposed tolling roads and bridges.

� Alcohol Purchasing and Licensing Tax.  One commentator suggested added a tax to
the purchase and licensing of alcohol sales, suggesting as direct impact on damage to
roadway system components.

� Registration Fees.  Sports Utility Vehicles (SUVs) should be penalized by paying
substantially higher registration fees.

� Electronic Collection of Mileage Data.  One commentator expressed concern about
using electronic means to collect a road tax.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Editorials
Through December, 2002

� Robert Landauer, The Oregonian, July 20, 2002.   Expressed support for the Road
User Fee Task Force investigation of new ideas for road finance such as vehicle miles
traveled fees, congestion pricing, studded tire use permit fees and tolling.  He said,
“Those who use the roads ought to pay for them in proportion to the road costs for
which they are responsible.”

� Mid-Valley Sunday.Com.   Expressed support for the concept of developing an
alternative to the fuel tax but objected to using global positioning system (GPS) to
generate the mileage data.  Misunderstood the concept under examination by the
Road User Fee Task Force.  The task force made a policy decision early in its process
not to develop a means for generating electronic mileage data that would allow the
movement of motorists’ movements to be tracked. 
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