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BACKGROUND 
Section 18 of the 2009 Jobs and Transportation Act required ODOT to adopt an Oregon Administrative 
Rule (OAR) that included: (a) incorporating EPS into the design and construction of all ODOT highway 
construction projects, including local agency highway construction projects funded by ODOT, and (b) 
improving the environmental permitting process for state highway construction projects. 
 
After a broad internal and external stakeholder outreach, involvement and rule development process, the 
Oregon Transportation Commission (OTC) adopted these OARs in May 2011 (OAR 734-024-0005 to 
0040). These OARs established a process to continue implementation of Section 18, resulting in the 
PDLT Operational Notice PD-04 Revision 1 and EPS Technical Guidance. 
 
KEY POINTS 

• Section 18 of the JTA and the OAR, adopted by the OTC in May of 2011, require ODOT to 
implement this.  

 
• Over the past several years, a multitude of statewide work groups and leadership teams 

participated in the development of the EPS and Technical Guidance.  These groups and teams 
included ODOT Region and Headquarter representatives (project delivery staff, environmental 
staff, technical specialists, engineers, program managers, section managers, Environmental 
Leadership Team, other discipline leadership teams, PDLT, etc.) and external   stakeholders 
(regulatory agency liaisons, Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) staff, and local 
government representatives). 
 

• For any highway project where environmental permits are required, ODOT projects are currently 
meeting all applicable EPS. The EPS are the required high-level standards, generally applicable 
when environmental permits are required. 
 

• An ongoing implementation need is documentation and reporting about how ODOT implements 
the EPS throughout the project delivery process. Documentation and reporting are required by the 
OAR. 

 
CONTACTS 
Please direct questions to Ken Franklin (503) 986-3511, Cidney Bowman (541) 388-6420, or Jennifer 
Sellers (503) 731-8523. 
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