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Date:  August 16, 2019 

To:  All ODDS Staff and Stakeholders 

From:  Lilia Teninty, Director, Office of Developmental Disabilities Services 

CDDP and Brokerage directors:  Please share this message with your staff. 

 

On August 14, the Oregon Department of Human Services issued a 
statement about the federal government’s new rule on immigration and 
public benefits.  

The DHS FAQ will be updated to address the new rule. Keep in mind that 
we are not immigration advisors and we should not advise people on that 
topic. 

Questions from individuals or families you support should be directed to an 
attorney or a benefits specialist. For instance, you may help an individual or 
family contact an immigration attorney with questions about their case. Find 
one at https://oregonimmigrationresource.org/resources/. Or, a benefits 
specialist may be contacted through the Public Benefits Hotline at 800-520-
5292 with questions about public benefits.  

 

Department of Human Services Statement on Changes to 
"Public Charge" Rule 

On Monday, August 12, the Trump administration announced a new rule 
that makes it harder for immigrants who rely on certain government benefit 
programs to obtain lawful permanent residency if they are found to be a 
“public charge,” which means they have received public benefits or may 
receive them in the future. 

https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/DHSNEWS/Pages/Public-Charge-Proposal.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/DHS/DHSNEWS/Pages/Public-Charge-Proposal.aspx
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__oregonimmigrationresource.org_resources_&d=DwMBAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=IAjVCFgMiDhUMuyKjExX-bX7EqawKSYDu2X6srBk9NtpMOrQpfAoPqEK942Xg3BU&m=qYJfF4wZHYe6n9Zm14WnXXfFEQAG_9Iq6kT7e5wgMhw&s=oK60ZdonveGP2lV5wPExbNID2k-ZEz1HQfsi9FhkblM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__oregonimmigrationresource.org_resources_&d=DwMBAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=IAjVCFgMiDhUMuyKjExX-bX7EqawKSYDu2X6srBk9NtpMOrQpfAoPqEK942Xg3BU&m=qYJfF4wZHYe6n9Zm14WnXXfFEQAG_9Iq6kT7e5wgMhw&s=oK60ZdonveGP2lV5wPExbNID2k-ZEz1HQfsi9FhkblM&e=
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The new public charge rule is scheduled to take effect October 15, 2019, 
and will expand the list of benefits that the federal government could 
consider when making decisions about lawful permanent residency. While 
some Department of Human Services (DHS)-administered benefits are 
already affected by the current rule, the new rule would impact additional 
benefits, such as Supplemental Nutritional Assistance Program (SNAP) 
that serves more than 600,000 Oregonians, and some forms of Medicaid-
funded services. 

The Department of Human Services has identified that the greatest 
potential impact to program participation is the fear that the proposed public 
charge could affect immigration status for individuals or their families. This 
fear may lead to fewer families accessing benefits, even when some family 
members are citizens and have a legal right to our programs.   

“When people - especially children and vulnerable adults - go hungry, lack 
medical care, and become homeless the impacts are far reaching and 
expensive. They are preventable and generate cost avoidance that can be 
refocused on other priorities that move our country forward,” Department of 
Human Services Director Fariborz Pakseresht wrote to the federal 
government about the proposed rule last December. 

DHS encourages anyone who has questions about the federal public 
charge rule to: 

• Contact an immigration attorney with questions about your case. Find 
one at https://oregonimmigrationresource.org/resources/. 

• Contact Oregon’s Public Benefits Hotline at 800-520-5292 with 
questions about public benefits. 

  

Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
 

 
Lilia Teninty 
Director 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__oregonimmigrationresource.org_resources_&d=DwMBAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=IAjVCFgMiDhUMuyKjExX-bX7EqawKSYDu2X6srBk9NtpMOrQpfAoPqEK942Xg3BU&m=qYJfF4wZHYe6n9Zm14WnXXfFEQAG_9Iq6kT7e5wgMhw&s=oK60ZdonveGP2lV5wPExbNID2k-ZEz1HQfsi9FhkblM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__oregonimmigrationresource.org_resources_&d=DwMBAg&c=7gilq_oJKU2hnacFUWFTuYqjMQ111TRstgx6WoATdXo&r=IAjVCFgMiDhUMuyKjExX-bX7EqawKSYDu2X6srBk9NtpMOrQpfAoPqEK942Xg3BU&m=qYJfF4wZHYe6n9Zm14WnXXfFEQAG_9Iq6kT7e5wgMhw&s=oK60ZdonveGP2lV5wPExbNID2k-ZEz1HQfsi9FhkblM&e=
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Office of Developmental Disabilities Services 
 

Previous ODDS Director’s Messages are available at 
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-
DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/messages.aspx 
 
Follow us on Facebook @oregonDHS.IDD or twitter @OregonODDS and 

explore our website.  

 

 

You can get this document in other languages, large print, braille or a 
format you prefer. Contact the Oregon Office of Developmental Disabilities 
Services at 503-945-5811. We accept all relay calls, or you can dial 711. 
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http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/messages.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/messages.aspx
http://www.oregon.gov/DHS/SENIORS-DISABILITIES/DD/Pages/messages.aspx
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