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Whiskey Creek Shellfish Hatchery 
Canary in the Coalmine 

 $270 million industry  
 

 3,000+ jobs in the PNW 
 

 Production declined by 
~75% (2005-2007)  
 

 Seawater chemistry 
 

 Led to global awareness of 
this issue 
 

   
 



OAH Awareness & Partnership Grows 
Response to Local Impacts 

• 2007/2008 – Whiskey Creek and Taylor Shellfish oyster 
culture failures 

• 2008 – PCC partnership based on Carbon and Energy; OAH 
focal point 

• 2012 – Washington State Blue Ribbon Panel/Shellfish 
Initiative 

• 2013 – West Coast OAH Science Panel 

• 2015 – PCC partnership with Interagency Workgroup on OA 
(led by NOAA) 

 



2016 – A Turning Point for Action 

• West Coast OAH Science 
Panel recommendations 
• 17 action areas for managers 

and scientists 

• http://westcoastoah.org 

• West Coast OAH Monitoring 
Inventory Task Force formed 

• International OA Alliance 
formed & launched 

• OR legislation for local action 
– drafted, then finalized in 
2017 

http://westcoastoah.org/
http://westcoastoah.org/




 Declares state policy on OAH 

 Forms 13 member OAH 
Council 
• Governor’s Office  
• State Agencies 
• Academic Researchers 
• Ocean Science Trust 
• Fishing Interests  
• Tribal interests 
• Shellfish Industry 
• Conservation Interests 

• Broad responsibility 
• Science & monitoring 
• Socio-economics 
• Long-term coordination 

 
 

 

Senate Bill 1039 



 Ocean Science Trust representative appointed by Executive 
Director 

 Modes for selection: 
 Short-term – Board member 

 Long-term – Board member or other publically solicited individual 

 OAH Council needs for 2018 
 January-August meetings (likely monthly) 

 Develop 1st report to the legislature – due September 2018 

 Develop process & draft of Oregon’s OAH Action Plan – target date 
2019 

 
 

 

Senate Bill 1039 (2017) 



OAH Council  
(SB 1039) 

 

 

 Recommendations on 

OAH issues 

 Develop Oregon OA 

Action Plan 

PCC-OA 

Subcommittee 
(ODFW staffs for Oregon) 

 

• Regional & 

International coalition 

on OA 

• Research & Monitoring 

OA Alliance 
 

• Regional and global 

coalition  

• OA Action Plan 

OAH Seascape  
 

An overview of the regional and local  

players, parties, and products informing the 

Oregon Coordinating Council on  

Ocean Acidification and Hypoxia 

(OAH Council) 

PCC Leads 
 

• Regional and 

International coalition 

on climate and energy 

issues 

Oregon  

OA Action 

Plan 
(2019) 

 

Letter of 

Commitment 
(Sept 2017) 

 

• Tasks OAH 

Council to 

develop Oregon 

OA Action Plan 

Monitoring 

Inventory 

& 

Gaps 

Analysis 

 

 

 

 ODA 

 ODEQ 

 ODFW co-

chair 

 

 

 

 

 DLCD 

 GNRO 

 Tribes 

 

 

Legislative 

Report 
(Sept 2018) 

 

• Draft OAH Action 

Plan  

• Draft public 

process 

Regional  

International 

State 

Direct Connection 

Product  Development 

Informational 

Entity 

Regional 

Product 

External 

Commitment 

Government 

PCC-OA/IWG-OA 

Monitoring 

Inventory Task 

Force 
 

• Inventory 

• Gaps Analysis 

Research Experts 
 OSU MSI co-chair 

 Oregon Sea Grant 

 STAC (OPAC) 

Policy & Public 

Bodies 
• Ocean Science Trust 

• OPAC 

Designated 

Interests 
• Fishing  

• Shellfish Industry 

• Conservation  


