South Slough National
Estuarine Research Reserve

South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve is a natural area and
center for coastal education, research, stewardship, and training that is
managed in partnership by the Oregon Department of State Lands and
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration. Designated in
1974 as the first of 30 National Estuarine Research Reserves around the
nation, the Reserve is a leader in improving understanding of estuaries
and coastal watersheds.

Location
The Reserve is located in the Coos estuary
on the traditional lands of the Miluk Coos
people who have managed these lands for
abundance since time immemorial.

A Diverse Coastal Environment
The Reserve manages and studies nearly 7,000 acres of natural area, including forests, salt marshes, mudflats, and
channels of weaving waterways. Habitats found within the Reserve play a crucial role in the estuary ecosystem,
sustaining native plants, like eelgrass, saltgrass, and pickleweed, and providing for animals, like crabs, salmon, bald
eagles, herons, beavers, river otters, deer, and elk.

Visiting South Slough Reserve
South Slough Reserve is open to the public most days
of the year. Visitors can hike maintained trails, meander
by kayak or canoe through the estuary water channel,
or stop by the Reserve Visitor Center.
• There are 5.4 miles of hiking trails.
• Visitors can use their own kayak or canoe, or join a
community class and rent a kayak.
• The Visitor Center houses exhibits featuring
habitats and wildlife, the history of the South
Slough, and coastal research and stewardship.

Research and Stewardship
Reserve staff and volunteers act as stewards, helping maintain the quality of South Slough Reserve by managing threats
to the ecosystem, like invasive species and trash, and implementing projects to restore and sustain the Reserve for
years to come.
• Since the mid-1990s, the Reserve has restored 55 acres of wetlands.
• Staff are using a mix of best practices and innovative experiments to reintroduce species like eelgrass to the
Reserve.
• The Reserve is enhancing and protecting the habitat of native species, like the Western Lily, in partnership with
local Tribes.

Coastal Research
South Slough Reserve’s unique protected status makes the
surrounding area a living laboratory. Through long-term research and
monitoring, the Reserve works to understand watershed processes
and ecological communities, while examining the effects of invasive
species, land use, and climate change on estuarine habitats.
• The Reserve has collected thousands of data points over the past
15 years.
• As a System-Wide Monitoring Program (SWMP) site, the Reserve
is part of a nationally coordinated effort to track estuarine
conditions.
• There are six sentinel sites throughout the Reserve
that measure how marshes are functioning,
helping track change across U.S. coastlines.

Community and K-12 Education
South Slough Reserve has a long history of nurturing interest
in coastal sciences and creating meaningful opportunities for
community members, K-12 students, and teachers to learn
about and connect with estuaries. Community classes provide
people of all ages and backgrounds with the chance to learn
through activities like bird watching, kayaking along water trails,
and nature-based crafts. Science camps invite kids and teens to
peer closer into the natural world and learn about research and
stewardship. Field trips and school programs bring opportunities
to learn about coastal systems to K-12 audiences.
• Dozens of community classes are offered throughout the year.
• In the past 20 years, more than 75,000 students and 200
teachers have been served by South Slough Reserve.

Coastal Management Training
The South Slough Reserve Coastal Training Program provides training
and technical assistance to decision-makers in coastal management
and science fields throughout the Oregon coast. Workshops, site
visits, classes, and other outreach focus on understanding the
role of human activity in coastal environments, developing risk
communication skills, and identifying useful tools and datasets. We
often partner with other organizations to offer diverse content and
instruction and meet changing needs.
• Trainings often incorporate teachings from other natural
resource partners, including state and federal agencies, Tribes,
and local jurisdictions.

Learn More and Visit South Slough Reserve
61907 Seven Devils Rd.
P.O. Box 5417
Charleston, OR 97420
Phone: 541-888-5558
The Visitor Center is open every Tuesday – Saturday, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

