
February 4, 2020 

Oregon Department of State Lands 

Draft Removal-Fill Permit Findings for the Jordan Cove Energy Project 

The Oregon Department of State Lands has provided the following DRAFT document in response to a 

public records request. The Department anticipated making a decision on Jan. 31, 2020 regarding the 

Jordan Cove Energy Project’s removal-fill permit application; staff had begun drafting the permit 

findings. Jordan Cove withdrew its removal-fill permit application effective Jan. 24, 2020.  

Does this document contain the Department’s permit decision?  

No. The document that follows is an incomplete draft. When writing removal-fill permit findings, the 

Department reviews information for each of the nine factors considered in making a permit decision and 

documents information related to each of those factors. See below for a brief overview of the factors.  

Ultimately, the Department balances all information for all considerations and makes the 

determinations required by law – whether the project is consistent with the protection, conservation, 

and best uses of the water resources of the state; and whether the project would not unreasonably 

interfere with preservation of waters for navigation, fishing, or public recreation.  

Because the considerations precede the determinations, the determinations had not yet been made. 

How far along was the Department in drafting these permit findings? 

Staff had begun putting information from the agency record into the Department Considerations 

section for the nine factors. The agency record includes information from the application, from the 

applicant, from the public review period, from other state agencies, etc.  

Are any parts of the document final?  

The document is an incomplete draft. Drafting of the Department Considerations section was in process. 

Why is some text redacted? 

The redacted text is exempt from disclosure pursuant to ORS 192.355(9)(a), which exempts records that 

are confidential or privileged under Oregon law. In this case, the redacted text is attorney-client 

privileged pursuant to ORS 40.225. The redacted text was drafted in furtherance of the rendition of 

professional legal services. 

What are the factors considered in determining whether to issue a permit?   

Briefly, the nine factors are 1. public need for and likely benefits from the proposed removal or fill; 2. 

cost to the public if the removal or fill doesn’t occur; 3. availability of alternatives to the project; 4. 

availability of alternative sites; 5. whether proposed activity conforms to sound policies of conservation 

and would not interfere with public health and safety; 6. whether the proposed fill or removal conforms 

with existing public uses of waters and with uses designated for adjacent land in an acknowledged 

comprehensive plan and land-use regulations; 7. Whether the proposed fill or removal is compatible 

with the acknowledged comprehensive plan and land use regulations for the area where the proposed 

fill or removal is to take place or can be conditioned on a future local approval to meet this criterion; 8. 

Whether the proposed fill or removal is for streambank protection; 9. Whether the applicant has 

provided all practical mitigation to reduce the adverse effects of the proposed fill or removal.  


































































