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CHAPTER 17 - SAFETY 
 

The Contractor is responsible for providing a safety program that provides a safe 
workplace for its workers, other workers on the Project, Agency employees, Agency 
representatives, and the public.  That program must fulfill the requirements of the 
Contract as well as all applicable laws and regulations concerning safety, health, and 
sanitation standards.  The Contractor may also be held responsible for the safety 
program and practices of each of its Subcontractors. 
 
The primary responsibility for enforcing safety and health law rests with the Oregon 
Occupational Safety and Health Division (OR-OSHA).  Its representatives will inspect 
work sites if they receive complaints of hazardous conditions. 
 
17-1  DRUG TESTING PROGRAM 
 
Section 00170.74 of the contract and ORS 279C.505(2) require the Contractor to have 
in place, and maintain throughout the life of each Project, an employee drug testing 
program.  The Contractor will also require its Subcontractors to have an employee drug 
testing program. 
 
The Project Manager (PM) is not responsible for monitoring the Contractor’s drug 
testing program.  However, the Agency may audit or review the Contractor’s drug 
testing program, and may request a copy of the Contractor’s program.  If the PM is 
aware of problems or incidents, the PM should notify the Contractor or other authorities. 
 
 
17-2  PROJECT SAFETY 
 
The PM should assist the Contractor in every way possible in meeting its obligations for 
a safe workplace.  The PM is also responsible for assuring that Contractor operations 
fulfill the Contract requirements, such as Temporary Protection and Direction of Traffic.  
The PM will require the Contractor to complete the ODOT Safety Questionnaire for 
Contracted Construction Projects and submit to the PM prior to the Pre-Construction 
Conference (See Exhibit 17(A)). This form is available on the ODOT Office of Employee 
Safety website at: http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/employeesafety/forms.htm.   
[Refer to Chapter 11 – Before On-Site Work Can Begin, Section 11-2 Pre-construction 
Conference] 
 
If the PM notes a safety violation, it should be brought to the attention of the 
Contractor’s Superintendent.  If the violation is corrected, nothing more needs to be 
done other than noting the event in the Project diary or on the General Daily Progress 
Report. 
 

 
Chapter 17 17 - 1 Updated 06/09 

http://intranet.odot.state.or.us/employeesafety/forms.htm


OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
CONSTRUCTION MANUAL 

 
Chapter 17 17 - 2 Updated 06/09 

If the PM detects or is aware of a safety violation that presents an imminent danger, and 
the Contractor fails to take immediate corrective action, the PM should order that work 
be suspended until the hazard is eliminated.  Contact the ODOT Region Safety 
Manager for advice and guidance. 
 
All employees should be alert for potential danger at all times.  Plan ahead so that you 
do not place yourself in dangerous situations.  Look out for your safety, as well as that 
of other workers and that of the public.  Everyone at the Project site must comply with 
the safety requirements of the Contractor, including requirements for hard hats, safety 
glasses, etc. 
 
Monitor traffic control, devices, and movement of traffic frequently to detect unsafe 
conditions or situations.  Assure that the Contractor is properly maintaining traffic control 
and devices.  If a deficiency is noted, bring it to the immediate attention of the 
Contractor.  The PM should suspend the Contractor’s operations if the Contractor does 
not correct unsafe conditions in a timely and proper manner. 
 
Refer to Chapter 12-A - Daily Reports/Diaries, for discussion regarding accident 
investigation and reporting. 
 
The PM must address the issue of safety when completing the Prime Contractor 
Performance Evaluation.  [Refer to Chapter 34 - Contractor Performance Evaluation] 
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